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Overview  
In May 2013, the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) set up an informational kiosk on the campus of Boise 
State University. The kiosk provided ITD an opportunity to make contact with BSU students, provide them with 
information about the Broadway Bridge Replacement Project, gather input on design, and talk with them 
about construction impacts.  

The informational kiosk was set up in the front foyer of the Student Union Building, an area where students 
commonly gather, on May 1, May 2 and May 3. The kiosk provided had display boards that provided an 
overview of the purpose and need for the project, the schedule and information about how to give input and 
stay informed.  The kiosk was staffed from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. all three days so students, faculty and staff could 
have their questions answered.  

Notification 

A display ad for the kiosk was placed in The Arbiter (BSU student newspaper) on Monday, April 29 and 
Thursday, May 2. The display ad notified the BSU community that information about the project would be 
available at the kiosk and that ITD would be taking input on the design of the project. A copy of the display ad 
is available on page 7. 

An article about the kiosk was also published in BSU’s weekly faculty newsletter and notices were posted on 
BSU’s Facebook page.  Copies of these notifications are available on pages 8 and 9. 

Outcomes 

Over the three days that the kiosk was set up, the project staff talked with approximately 75 students, faculty 
and staff from BSU. The kiosk was an enormous success and gave ITD the opportunity to visit with and provide 
information to BSU students and even more faculty and staff.  

Many students, faculty and staff took time to stop by the kiosk to learn about the project and provide 
thoughtful, meaningful comments. It was very apparent that the BSU community cares greatly about what 
happens on and around campus, and they were happy to have the opportunity to provide input about the 
design of the Broadway Bridge Replacement Project.   
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Fifteen comment forms were submitted. A verbatim transcription of all comments is available on the next 
page. Commonly-heard themes and notable comments included: 

• Would like to see enhanced and expanded access for bikes and pedestrians (i.e., add bike lanes and 
wider sidewalks). 

• Make the bridge tuber/rafter friendly.   
• Consider putting a separation between bikes/pedestrians and traffic.  
• A full closure would be a better option because of the fact that the bridge would be constructed faster. 
• A partial closure would have less impact on those who cross the bridge every day to commute to BSU. 
• Be sure to keep the community notified and informed so they are aware of the project and traffic 

changes during construction.  
• Please do all you can to keep the bike path open during construction. The burden of a detour is much 

greater for non-motorized transportation. 
• Don’t close turning lane into the east side of the stadium into Cesar Chavez Ln. during construction. 
• Add architectural beauty and incorporate art. Make the structure aesthetically pleasing.  
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Broadway Bridge Replacement Project – BSU Kiosk  

May 1 – 3, 2013 

Comment Sheet Transcriptions 

# Comments and questions  

1 Please do ALL you can to keep the bike path open. This is a key commuter route. The burden of a detour is much greater for non-motorized 
transportation.  

2 Partial closure: I commute every day through Broadway. And don’t close turning lane into the east side of the stadium into Cesar Chavez. 

3 It would be great to see a space under the Capitol Bridge where anyone can create street-art free from punishment. If not, a mural is essential. The 
Broadway community is very important to us who live in the downtown corridor.  

4 While you are working on the Broadway bridge a consideration should be made to create a traffic roundabout circle at Broadway and University. It is 
pedestrian friendly. Moves traffic better. Eliminates cluster after games and other events. Easier and cheaper to maintain. Cleans up that corner and 
creates a more appealing entry to the University. Eliminates the electrical ugly switch gear on the N.W. corner. Overall ROCKS! I am for closing the 
bridge to lower the time.  

5 Add Belvederes.  

6 Separate cars and bikes/people paths. Make the bridge tuber/rafter friendly. Make it artistic for cars/pedestrians.  

 

7 Will this affect river-floating season? I think this is a great idea. When talking to the booth host she mentioned a partial closure, which would take 9-
10 months of construction, personally, I think the full closure would be a better option because of the fact that the bridge would be constructed a lot 
faster. I understand that businesses are worried and they want the partial closure but from a time length perspective they should want the 6 month 
construction rather than the 9-10 month construction. There’s nothing wrong w/having to deal with a detour for 6 months, its just something to 
warn the community about and make sure they are aware of the change.  

 

8 I recommend a full closure, so it only takes six months to tear down and build. It would make our city look better to have a nice new bridge and have 
it ready for summer. New incoming students look forward to floating the river and with a partial closure it will affect the summer floating season. The 
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businesses will just have to take one for the team and be a team player.  

 

9 Mosaics to mirror Capitol Bridge. Make river safe for rafters. More pedestrian/bike friendly above and below. Faster completion is better.  

10 I am very interested in the redesign of the Broadway Bridge. I believe that investments in Boise’s infrastructure helps uphold our culture and 
continues Idaho’s great respect for nature. I enjoy riding my bike with my girlfriend’s siblings. Especially when it comes to the river and wildlife you 
can find there. And the healing power of nature and the human race. I would also like to see some time put in for searching for a local 
architect/engineer that would make it easier on the eyes and not cause great damage to the wetland. Maybe limited holes for birds to rest in. Thank 
you for allowing me to voice my opinion.  

 

11 Full closure for safety from weather conditions. Less dangerous during winter.  

12 I would like them to consider a bike lane on the bridge! And some architectural beauty. Make it something really pleasant to the eye that is practical 
for driving/pedestrians and bikes. 

13 This project is way overdue. I have watched groups of people walking across the narrow walks. Always someone has to step down into the roadway. 
Add 1 or 2 bike lanes to the pedestrian mix and the situation quickly becomes dangerous. Closing the bridge to vehicle traffic after BSU football 
games has certainly prevented serious incidents from occurring, however, how often can this “fix” be used? I would like to see enhanced and 
expanded access for bikes and pedestrians in any design put forth.  

 

14   

I am in favor of doing whatever is needed to ensure that the condition of the bridge is brought into compliance with current standards and to 
eliminate the paving issues on the actual bridge. You never know what pot holes and grooves you have to avoid when driving over it! Hopefully when 
planning the timing of the project, you would be avoiding high traffic events and when that's not possible, simply ensure that the detour roads are 
not also be worked on as this seems to be an issue on big projects like this occurring in our valley. I work on the Boise State campus and find that 
road work, whether it be road maintenance, plumbing under the roads, etc. always seems to start up right before school starts.  It just doesn't make 
sense that planning doesn't consider the lighter traffic months prior to mid-August. I am excited to hear that IDOT is moving forward to improve the 
conditions that seem to bottleneck East Boise! 
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15 I obtained a Comment Sheet for the Broadway Avenue Bridge Replacement Project at the BSU Kiosk, but there was no apparent bin to put the filled 
in forms. My primary interest in this project is adequate bicycle commuter capability. I live in the Hyde Park area of the North End and commute year 
round by bicycle to the Engineering Complex on the BSU campus. My current route is via 3rd St, over the pedestrian bridge in Julia Davis park and 
then past the BSU Student Union Building. The pedestrian bridge, Student Union Building and University Avenue segments present major problems 
with bicycle/pedestrian interaction. I have tried continuing through Julia Davis Park to the Broadway bridge, but the roadway is too narrow for motor 
vehicles to get around me and I often encounter oncoming bike/ped traffic or slow traffic my way. Separation of bicycle and pedestrian traffic with 
efficient interchange with the greenbelt and BSU stadium parking lot would be greatly appreciated. 
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Display Ad  
(Ran in The Arbiter on April 29 and May 2) 
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Faculty Email Notification 
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Facebook Notification 
 

 


