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PROJECT PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this project is to replace the structurally deficient bridge over the Boise River on US 20/26 
(Broadway Avenue), improve pedestrian and bicycle capacity, improve vehicle capacity, improve ADA 
accessibility, improve intermodal transportation connectivity and functionality, reduce congestion between 
Myrtle Street and University Drive, and complete pavement rehabilitation between Front Street and Myrtle 
Street. 
 
 
PROJECT NEEDS 
 
The need for this project is based on the following factors: 
 

 The existing bridge was constructed in 1956 and is reaching its life expectancy.  The existing bridge 
does not meet the current bridge standards.  The existing bridge’s ability to carry the current and 
future vehicle loads will decline as the existing bridge continues to age and deteriorate. 
 

 The existing bridge is structurally deficient with a Sufficiency Rating of 48.4 (Inspection Report, April 
2012).  The bridge deck and superstructure are considered to be in poor condition.  Bridge and 
approach railing does not meet today’s safety standards. 
 

 Pedestrian/ADA facilities are inadequate.  The existing bridge has 4 ft. sidewalks on both sides, which 
does not meet current standards for width nor meet pedestrian demand in this area and the bridge 
railing is also inadequate The existing bridge does not accommodate the pedestrian demand created 
by adjacent community and sport/special events. 
 

 Bicycle facilities are not available.  There are no bicycle facilities on the existing bridge.  This creates 
safety hazards for bicyclists and motorists.   
 

 Boise State University events, particularly football and basketball games, and community events in 
the adjacent Julie Davis Park create exceptionally high peak demand for vehicles and pedestrians 
crossing the Boise River on Broadway Ave. 
 

 US-20/26 (Broadway Avenue) is a major four (4) lane urban arterial servicing the eastern end of the 
downtown area of Boise and links the downtown area with southeast Boise; north and south of the 
Boise River, and to I-84.  Broadway Ave. between Myrtle St. and University Dr. currently has an ADT 
of 24,500 vehicles and a projected ADT of nearly 38,000 by 2037 without additional lanes.  The 
existing two (2) thru lanes in each direction will be inadequate to accommodate future traffic needs, 
particularly during daily peak periods and during special events. 
 

 The existing bridge does not provide sufficient clearance for the City of Boise rescue boat to pass 
under the bridge during normal floating season.  Sufficient clearance is needed to allow the rescue 
boat to properly respond from Capitol Blvd. upstream to Barber Park without hindrance. 
 

 The existing pavement on US-20/26 (Broadway Ave.) between Front St. and University Dr. is 
deficient due to rutting and cracking of the pavement.  The Rutting Index is approximately 2 with 
depths exceeding 0.25 ft. (2011) and the Cracking Index is 4.5 (2011) and deteriorating. 

 
 
LOGICAL TERMINI 
 
Begin Project Termini: MP 49.594 (Broadway Ave. /Front St. intersection) 
End Project Termini: MP 50.159 (Broadway Ave. /University Dr. intersection) 
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DESCRIPTION 
 
This project is located along US 20/26 (Broadway Ave.) in the City of Boise, Idaho.  The project will begin 
near MP 49.594 at the Broadway Ave. / Front St. intersection and end near MP 50.159 at the Broadway 
Ave. / University Dr. intersection.  The purpose of this project is to replace the existing structure over the 
Boise River with a new structure including enhancing pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  The number of 
vehicle lanes on the new structure and approach roadways will be as determined in consultation with 
stakeholder agencies and as warranted in various technical analyses.  The approach roadways will be 
reconstructed as needed to improve the capacity and operation of Broadway Ave in this area.  Pavement 
rehabilitation only will be completed on US20/26 (Broadway Ave.) between Front St. and Myrtle St. 
 
New Right-of-Way will be required. 


