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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FOR LOCATION AND DESIGN DETERMINATIONS

The Idaho Transportation Department shall seek public involvement on transportation projects to ensure that project locations and designs are consistent with federal, state, and local goals and objectives; and that ample opportunity is provided for public input.  The Director shall determine the course of action to achieve public involvement.

Highway projects that involve federal funds must have a public hearing, or an opportunity for a public hearing, when there is:

· Acquisition of significant amounts of right of way. 

· Substantial change of the layout or function of connecting roadways or of the facilities being improved.

· Significant adverse impact on abutting property or when litigation or public controversy is anticipated.

· Significant social, economic, and/or environmental effects on the surrounding area.

Projects financed totally with state funds must have a public hearing or an opportunity for a public hearing when:

· The state highway serving or transversing any city is to be abandoned, relocated, or replaced.

· Significant public interest or controversy surrounds the project.

The Federal Highway Administration may also request a public hearing when a hearing is determined to be in the public’s interest.

Public hearings may be waived by the appropriate management staff after determining that public awareness and support for a project is apparent and non-controversial.

Location and design determinations shall be made only after  full consideration of transportation needs, socioeconomic, and environmental factors and a review of official public hearing testimony for projects where a public hearing was held.

· For location and design determinations that are subject to Section 40-310, Idaho Code (require a system action), and in situations where a proposed project is contested, the design study report, the public input certification, staff recommendations and other supporting documentation shall be submitted to the Board for further consideration and/or determination.
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The Board may choose all or none of the following:

· Remove the project from the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program due to lack of support/need.
· Schedule additional hearings on a) revised design, b) new/revised issues, or c) added/changed alternate locations.

· Establish citizen and/or interdisciplinary teams to review location/design issues and make recommendations.

· Send the location/design study report and department recommendations to the appropriate local entity and request that the local entity choose an alternative that best serves their constituent’s interests.

· Select the alternative the Board believes best serves statewide transportation interests. 

Project determinations made by the Board shall be in resolution form within the Board minutes.  For determinations subject to Section 40-310, Idaho Code, notification of the Board’s resolution shall be distributed to affected officials and property owners by the Board Secretary within ten days.

· For location and design determinations that are not subject to Section 40-310, Idaho Code (do not require a system action), and not contested, the appropriate management staff shall make the project determination.

· For all other state and local projects that do not require a hearing, or when the opportunity for a hearing is given and no hearing is requested, or the public hearing was waived, the appropriate management staff shall make the project determination in coordination with any involved agencies.
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This Policy based on:

· 23 CFR Part 771.111 and 790 and 795, and 40 CFR, Part 1500 through 1508

· Section 23-128 and 49-1602(d), 1604(i), 1607a(f), and 1607a-1(d), U.S. CODE

· Section 21-116 and 117, and 40-121 and 310, IDAHO CODE

· Volume 7, Chapter 7, Section 5, FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY PROGRAM MANUAL

· Title VI, Civil Rights Act

· Decision by the Idaho Transportation Board

Implemented by Administrative Policy:

· A-13-02, PUBLIC  INVOLVEMENT FOR LOCATION AND DESIGN DETERMINATIONS

Former dates of B-13-02:

9/10/69, 9/27/76, and 6/21/96
(combined with B-09-05, PUBLIC HEARINGS ON STATE HIGHWAY ACTIONS)

Cross-reference to related Board Policies:

· B-09-01, ANNUAL REPORT

· B-20-03, PUBLIC HEARINGS

