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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FOR LOCATION AND DESIGN DETERMINATIONS

The Idaho Transportation Department shall seek public involvement on transportation projects to ensure that project locations and designs are consistent with federal, state, and local goals and objectives; and that ample opportunity is provided for public input.

Public involvement guidelines for location and design determinations are as follows:

· The project scope, intensity of interest, and level of impact determines the number, extent, and type of public involvement.  The District Engineer and/or other delegated personnel in coordination with the Public Involvement Coordinator shall determine the strategy for public involvement and the types of opportunities the public will have for submitting comments and information.  The District Engineer or other appropriate management staff may waive public hearings when public awareness and support for the project is apparent and non-controversial.

· The sponsoring District or Division shall coordinate technical presentations by department personnel and other involved agencies and the preparation of pertinent material for the meetings and/or hearings.

· A Public Hearing Officer shall be appointed for each public hearing to receive official public hearing testimony.  

· After completion of the public hearing procedures, the Public Involvement Coordinator shall have copies available to the public of the official public hearing testimony and a certification of public input.  The public hearing testimony and other hearing documentation shall be maintained in the Office of Communications.  

· Public input received before or after the official public testimony period shall be added to the project file. 

· Transportation project materials shall be available through the Idaho Transportation Department’s Internet site for public viewing.  Materials shall include, and not be limited to, maps, charts, graphs, photos or other visual elements of projects, press releases announcing any developments in projects, as well as technical or engineering documents. Materials shall also include information presented at public meetings and public hearings.

· The District Engineer or other appropriate management staff shall prepare a location and/or design study report.  The design study report documents environmental, social, and economic impacts, summarizes significant design/location considerations, and includes the certification of public input and proposed resolutions of identified public concerns.

Location and design determinations shall be made only after full consideration of transportation needs, socioeconomic, and environmental factors, and a review of official public hearing testimony for projects where a public hearing was held. 
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Project determinations and approvals shall be as follows:

· For location and design determinations that are subject to Section 40-310, Idaho Code, (require a system action) and in situations where a proposed project is contested, the environmental document, the design study report, the public input certification, staff recommendations, and other supporting documentation shall be submitted to the Board for further consideration and/or determination. 

· For location and design determinations that are not subject to Section 40-310, Idaho Code (do not require a system action), and are not contested, the appropriate management staff shall make the project determination.

· For all other state and local projects that do not require a hearing, or when the opportunity for a hearing is given and no hearing is requested, or the public hearing was waived, the appropriate management staff shall make the project determination in coordination with any involved agencies.

The District Engineer or other appropriate management staff in coordination with the Office of Communications shall inform the public of project determinations.  Additional public input will be accepted throughout the life of the project and may be used to enhance the project.  


Signed

Date 
January 9, 2009

Pamela K. Lowe, P.E.
Director

This Policy is based on:

· 23 CFR Part 771.111 and 790 and 795, and 40 CFR, Part 1500 through 1508

· Section 23-128 and 49-1602(d), 1604(i), 1607a(f), and 1607a-1(d), U.S. CODE

· Section 21-116 and 117, and 40-121 and 310, IDAHO CODE

· Volume 7, Chapter 7, Section 5, FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY PROGRAM MANUAL

· Title VI, Civil Rights Act

· B-13-02, PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FOR LOCATION AND DESIGN DETERMINATIONS

· Idaho Transportation Department Guide to Public Involvement

· Decision by the Director

Department-wide supervision and coordination assigned to:

· Chief Engineer

Direction for activity and results delegated to:

· District Engineers, Roadway Design Engineer, Public Involvement Coordinator, and Public Hearing Officers

Former dates of A-13-02:

6/4/71, 9/28/76, 4/1/81, 4/25/86, and 7/15/96
Cross-reference to related Administrative Policies:

· A-01-15, RELEASE AND RESTRICTION OF DEPARTMENT RECORDS

· A-06-28, AUTHORITY FOR PROJECT EXPENDITURES

· A-09-01, ANNUAL REPORT

· A-14-10, HIGHWAY SYSTEM ADJUSTMENTS

· A-20-01, RELEASE OF DEPARTMENT INFORMATION TO MEDIA

· A-20-03, PUBLIC HEARINGS

· A-20-04, PUBLIC HEARING OFFICERS







