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Message from the Highway Safety Manager 
 
Hi Highway Safety Partners: 
 
I often get asked about crashes and the various aspects or categories of these crashes.  I want to share with 
you the concept of the Idaho crash clock for 2012.  Doing so may give us a chance to pause, reflect and put 
vehicle crashes in perspective.  In Idaho during 2012: 
 

 A Traffic Crash occurred every 25 Minutes  

 A Person was killed in a traffic crash every 52 Hours  

 An unbelted passenger motor vehicle occupant was killed every 4.7 Days  

 A person was killed in an impaired driving crash every 5.5 Days  

 A person was injured in a traffic crash every 48 Minutes  

 A motorcyclist was injured in a traffic crash every 20 Hours  

 A bicyclist was Injured in a traffic crash every 26 Hours  

 A person was killed in an aggressive driving crash every 5.7 Days  

 A pedestrian was Injured in a traffic crash every 44 Hours  
 
As I look at my watch I now think about highway traffic safety.  As we all work together to eliminate death and 
serious injury on all Idaho roadways I know I will continue to be interested to see “what time it is” on the Idaho 
crash clock to measure the progress we are making Toward Zero Deaths.  
 
Brent Jennings, PE 
Highway Safety Manager 
brent.jennings@itd.idaho.gov 
 
  

Quick Notes 
from the Idaho Office of Highway Safety 

Idaho Transportation Department - PO Box 7129 – Boise, ID 83707-1129 - - P: (208) 334-8100 F: (208) 334-4430 - - www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs 
 

Fatalities for 2013 = 32 
 

April 23, 2013 

Idaho Highway Safety Summit 
May 1-2, 2013, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 

 
National Speakers – Vendor Reception – Workshops – Executive Session  

Beyond the Traffic Stop Awards – POST Credit 
  

mailto:brent.jennings@itd.idaho.gov
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs
https://secure.meetingsystems.com/itd/
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Will be in the next issue of the American Police Beat magazine. 
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Distracted Driving 2011 
 
Distracted driving is a behavior dangerous to drivers, passengers, and non-occupants alike.  Distraction is a specific 
type of inattention that occurs when drivers divert their attention from the driving task to focus on some other 
activity.  A distraction-affected crash is any crash in which a driver was identified as distracted at the time of the 
crash. 
 
Distraction in Fatal Crashes: New Measure in 2010, in a continuing effort towards data improvement, NHTSA 
changed the coding for distracted driving in the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) beginning with the 2010 
FARS data.  For this reason, this document will only include distraction-affected fatal crash data from 2010 and 
2011.  With only two years of fatal crash information for distraction under the new coding, the reader should take 
caution in making conclusions of trends in these data.  For the full Traffic Safety Facts click on the following link: 
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811737.pdf 
 
Driver Electronic Device Use in 2011:  The percentage of drivers text-messaging or visibly manipulating hand-held 
devices increased significantly for a second year in a row from 0.9 percent in 2010 to 1.3 percent in 2011, while 
driver hand-held cell phone use stool at 5 percent in 2011.  For the full Traffic Safety Facts click on the following 
link: http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811719.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811737.pdf
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811719.pdf


4 | Q u i c k  N o t e s -  A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 1 3  
 

  

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

2010 8 15 30 41 57 76 102 131 159 187 204 209

2011 6 9 17 31 43 61 77 89 116 135 154 167

2012 13 21 36 50 67 82 109 129 144 157 172 184

2013 8 11
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ACCUMULATIVE IDAHO TRAFFIC FATALITIES BY 
CALENDAR YEAR  

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

2010 8 7 15 11 16 19 26 29 28 28 17 5

2011 6 3 8 14 12 18 16 12 27 19 19 13

2012 13 8 15 14 17 15 27 20 15 13 15 12

2013 8 3
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
If you would like to add an event to the calendar, please send an e-mail with the event details to lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov 

Date Event Description, Location 

2013  
Apr 27 Alive at 25, Nampa Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

Apr 29 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

Apr 29 Alive at 25, Boise Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 1-2, 2013 HIGHWAY SAFETY SUMMIT – Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

May 6 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 11 Alive at 25, Idaho State Police Region 4, www.idsafedriver.org 

May 11 Alive at 25, Nampa Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 11 Alive at 25, Rexburg Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 18 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 20 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 20 – June 2 Seat Belt – Statewide Traffic Enforcement Mobilization 

May 25 Alive at 25, Cassia County Sheriff’s Office, www.idsafedriver.org 

May 25 Alive at 25, Nampa Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 25 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

May 28 Alive at 25, Orofino High School, www.idsafedriver.org 

June 1 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

June 10 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

June 22 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

June 24 Alive at 25, Meridian Police Dept., www.idsafedriver.org 

June 29 – July 12 Impaired Driving  - Statewide Traffic Enforcement Mobilization 

July 19 – Aug 4 Aggressive Driving – Statewide Traffic Enforcement Mobilization 

July 30 Alive at 25, Orofino High School, www.idsafedriver.org 

Aug  7-12 Bicycle/Pedestrian – Statewide Traffic Enforcement Mobilization 

Aug 25 – Sept 8 Impaired Driving  - Statewide Traffic Enforcement Mobilization 

Sept 24 Alive at 25, Orofino High School, www.idsafedriver.org 

Dec 3 Alive at 25, Orofino High School, www.idsafedriver.org 
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Quick Reference Guide – click on the topic to go directly to website. 

OHS, Office of Highway Safety 

ITD, Idaho Transportation Department 
NHTSA, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
FHWA, Federal Highway Administration 
2011 Idaho Crash Report 
 

Program Area Idaho State Links Federal Links 

Impaired Driving  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Impaired  

Distracted Driving http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs/DistractedDriving.htm  http://distraction.gov/  

Teen Drivers http://www.idahoteendriving.org/  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Teen-Drivers  

Bike & Pedestrian Safety http://www.itd.idaho.gov/bike_ped/index_new2.htm  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Pedestrians  
http://www.nhtsa.gov/Bicycles  

Seat Belt Safety http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs/ClickIt/ClickIt2.htm  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Driving+Safety/Occupant+Protection  

Child Passenger Safety http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs/ChildSafety/index.html  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/CPS  

Aggressive Driving http://itd.idaho.gov/ohs/Aggressive.htm  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Aggressive  

Motorcycles www.idahostar.org http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/Motorcycles  

Senior/Mature Drivers  http://www.nhtsa.gov/Senior-Drivers  

Lane Departure http://itd.idaho.gov/info/home_articles/safety_plan.htm http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept  
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