
COUNCIL—U.S. Highway 95 remains closed between Council and New Meadows due to a few hundred feet of 
downhill landslide of the roadway shoulder at milepost 146.5 along the Weiser River on Sunday afternoon following 
steady rainfall.  

Engineering crews were on site this morning to assess the extent of the damage for repair decisions, and a drill crew 
will be on site tomorrow morning to investigate soil and slide information for a possible retaining wall.

“We aim to have one lane opened at some point this week, but just for cars,” District Engineer Jason Brinkman said. 
“We are concerned about allowing wider, heavier commercial vehicles on this narrow area until the repair work is 
complete.”

Regional traffic is encouraged to take State Highway 55 as no traffic is allowed through the landslide location. Only 
people who live between Council and Glendale south of the slide and between Pine Ridge and New Meadows north 
of the side will be allowed to access those areas. All other drivers are being turned around at the barricades in 
Council and New Meadows.  

This particular area was already being monitored by the Idaho Transportation Department for storm damage 
concerns. 

“These natural weather events are nearly impossible to predict,” Brinkman said. “Fortunately, given this season of 
storms, we are ready to respond and expedite this project.”

Download a photo of the slide. 

Getting the highway back open fully could take weeks. Motorists should visit 511.idaho.gov, download the 511 app 
or call 511 for updates on this closure. 

Media Advisory:

Media is invited to visit the slide area under supervision tomorrow. RSVP is required to attend. 

For access to the slide area from Council, call Matthew Kreizenbeck at 208-912-2881. Media should plan to meet at 
12 p.m. at 201 Industrial Avenue in Council and follow an ITD vehicle into the closed area. 

For access to the slide area from New Meadows, call Joni Parks at 208-781-3108. Media should plan to meet at 12 
p.m. at the barricades. No media interviews will be available on the north end of the slide, but access for photos and 
videos will be provided. 
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