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ITD seeks public feedback to help shape the future of rail in Idaho

BOISE — The Idaho Transportation Department is updating the Idaho Statewide Rail Plan and is
asking for public input to help guide the future of rail infrastructure across the state.

The plan evaluates the current condition and performance of Idaho’s rail network, identifies
system-wide challenges and opportunities, and outlines strategies to strengthen rail
infrastructure. The plan will also explore key topics such as rail safety, grade crossings, and
access for rail-served industries that help drive Idaho’s economy.

Unlike other statewide transportation plans, this plan does not allocate funding for specific
projects. Instead, it provides a strategic foundation that supports future grant applications and
coordination with the Federal Railroad Administration and other partners.

“We want to hear from ldaho communities about how rail infrastructure is working today and what
improvements would make the biggest difference in the future,” Freight Program Manager Caleb
Forrey said. “Your feedback will help us better understand statewide priorities and shape a plan
that reflects Idaho’s needs.”

Railways in Idaho are operated by the private sector, with ITD having shared responsibility for

safety at highway-rail crossings. As is the case with public transportation in Idaho, there are no
dedicated state funding sources for freight or passenger rail beyond match funds for federally-

funded improvements for rail crossings.

The online survey is open through November 12 and takes about five minutes to complete.
Feedback will be summarized in the final plan, which is expected to be released in spring 2026,
and used to guide discussions with communities, railroads, and state and federal partners.

A summary of the rail plan is available at itd.idaho.gov/planning.
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