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MDUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS

u

Januaty 20

-

24,

1953

Th• date of the regular meeting, which was set for January 21, 195.3, at
the last meeting of the Board on December 20, 1952, was advance« to January
20, by order of Chainnan Rich; therefore, the regular meeting of the Idaho
Bo~rd of Highway Directors was convened in the Old Statesman Building, 603
Main Street, Boise, at 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, January 20, 1953.
Present were w. Fisher Ellsworth, Director from District No. lJ Roscoe
Rich, Director from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3; Earle V. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board.

c.

In an informal meeting,. the Board met with Mr. Walter Hereth, Manager of
the Lewiston Orchards Irrigation District of Lewiston, Idaho, to discuss the
Lewiston Orchards road in Nez Perce County. Before meeting with the Board,
Mr. Hereth discussed this road with the Engineering Officer for the Department, to determine the status of the road and what procedure should be followed
in getting a project on this route ready for construction. The Engineering
Officer outlined three stages that had to be taken:
1.

Placing the road on the federal-aid county secondary syst•,
making it eligible for federal aid funds.

2.

Programming a project on this route and negotiating for the
necessary engineering work, preparing plans and estimates, and
securing the necessary right-of-way.

3. When it reached the construction stage, he eJq>lained to Mr.
Hereth how the contracts were let, the necessary agreements
needed with the county for the deposit of sufficient funds
with the state highway department to cover the County's share
of the construction cost, based on the preliminary estimate,
and also told him that prior to award of contract, the County
wu contacted for their concurrence in the award.

Mr. Hereth asked if other than State highway engineers could make the
surveys and plans for these county roads. He was informed that this was
being done in various counties throughout the State. The counties were obtaining the service$ of a registered engineer and were using as a basis for
negotiations with the consulting engineer a form prepared by the- State highway department outlining the necessary work that had to be done in the field
to accomplish the plans in a form satisfactory to the Bureau of Public Roads
,and State highway department.

0

When discussing this road with the Board, the Board informed Mr. Hereth
that it was their understanding that this project now had the approval of the
Bureau of Public Roads, and they could see no reason for further delay. They
told him that they and the department would be pleased to give any assistance
they could to expedite this project, and said that the Secondaxy Roads Engineer
would be glad to assist them at any time with their problems.

,Ian,:ary 20-24, 1953
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The rest of the afternoon session consisted of an informal discussion
with regard to various aatters, principally thoee having to do with the convening legislature.
1HEREUPON,.the Board adjourned until 8:30 o'clock A.M. on Wednesday,
January 21, 1953.

0

WEDNF.SDAY - January 21, 1953
0

Pursuant to adjournment, the Board reconvened at 8:30 A.M. on Wednesday,
January 21, 1953, with all members, the State Highway Engineer and Acting
Secretary of the Board.present.

. .

An informal discussion was helQ with Senator E. F. Gaffne7 of Plummer,

Idaho, with regard to a five and one-half mile section of road connecting
Highway 95 w+th the Washington Highw,q- near Tekoa. A letter had been received
from the Board of.county,Co.mmissioners of Benewah county relative to this sectioz, of road, wherein the County COJIIDli,8sioners requested that this five and
one-half mile section of road be included in the State highway system. In their
letter, the Board of County Commissioners stated that the Indian service Highwq
Department had built ,and completed this road; however, the traffic had become too
heavy for a gravel surface, resulting in rapid deterioration of the road surface
and costly maintenance. The letter further stated that the present Board of
County C~ssioners and the people of Benewah county were of the opinion that
when this project was set up• it was agreed that the State highway department
would take it over and maintain it thereafter. The County Commissioners further
stated that the State of Washington had completed their part of the same agreement in 195~ by graveling and seal coating .two miles of this road from the Idaho
State line to Tekoa, and which, wnen finished., will connect Highvq 95 to all
main highways of the Inland Empire, and also mentioned that there was a distance
of about 75. miles along Highway 95 which borders the Palouse faml.ands with no
State road connecting the two State~ through and beyom Benewah County; therefore,
they were asking that _the Board of Highwq Directors gl.ve consideration to their
request of placing this highway on the State highwq system.

0
. ·..

The Board made .no commitment to Senator Gaffne7., but infonned him that they
would give the matter. careful consideration, and instructed the state Highwq
Engineer to study this situation, and told him that the Board would contemplate
an examination on the ground at the earliest convenient timeJ probably .in the
early summer of this year •

.

The balance of the morning session was given to discussion of pending legislative matters. The Board recessed for lunch.
Upon their return from lunch, the Board resumed their informal discussion
until about 3:00 P.M., when Members of the Senate came to visit the department.
The Board closed their discussion and adjourned the meeting until 8:.30 A.M. on
Thursday., e:Tanuar:y 22. They directed the Senators on an inspection trip through
the various divisions of the department of highways.

January 21, 195.3

0
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THURSDAY - January 22, 1953

, i

Pursuant to adjournment, the Board reconvened at.8:30 A.M. on Thursdq,.
January 22, 1953, with all members of the Board, the State Highway Engineer,
and Acting Secretary of the Board present •

.

The Board then received senator a. w. Eimers, Senator J. I. Morgan and
Reprelilentative E. E. LaTurner, who wished to discuss various matters of legislation with them.
1.

Matter Regarding

40'

Busses.

It was the opinion of the Board that this was. a situation that would have
to be met due to the fact that it.was the trend of times to improve travel CQnditions; however, they were somewhat concerned with the safety factor. They
said their first reaction was that it would not cause any hazard, but they then
realized that a situation might obtain where it could not be limited to a bus
or stage line. It was their understanding that no weight problem would be involved because the weight would be better distributed and as far as axle weights
were concerned it was an improvement. Their only question concerned the additional length, especially on narrow highways.
Senator Eimers said it was his understanding that these busses would be
used only on the better and wider highways, and would not be used on the
shorter runs.
It was suggested that inquiries be made of the Legislative bodies of the
neighboring States, (Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming), as to what they
have done and what they are contemplating with regard to this matter, as the
State of Idaho did not want to be in a position to pass something other stateB
might not want.
The Board indicated to these gentlemen that they did not want to advise
them what to do as they were not the law makers, and they did,not want to put
themselves in the position to say that the laws had to be tli.is wa:y or that way.
They want to take a sensible position, accept the laws end try to live under•
them.
The Board took the position that aside from the safety factor that might
be involved, they would be inclined to favor the request for longer busses. •
2.

State Police Tenure Act.

The Board favored the merit system, but felt that no definite legislaation was needed. They recommended that it be handled within the department.
The movement to place the state Highway Patrol under the Department of •
Highways was mentioned. The Chairman of the Board said that at this time he
was reluctant to burden the Highway Board with such responsibility.

J. Uniform Motor Vehicle Code.
The Board unanimously approved this measure, and suggested that these
gentlemen discuss it further with Mr. Mathes, the Traffic EnGinoer for the
Department of Highways, as he had made a complete study of the matter. It

4
was also suggested to them that when passing a law they should be sure that
they wipe out the old law so there will be no controversy.

4. .

Maxim.um Speed.Limits.

It was the concensus of the Board that no legislation was necessary, and
they questioned whether they as a Board "WOuld favor uniform speed limits. The
Board at the present time has authority. to establish speed limits and post
speeds for special conditions, especially if a safety factor is involved. The
Chairman of the Board said that a former Senator had once made a statement to
the effect that it was not a good rule to pass any law that was not enforceable,
and it was his opinion that a speed limit could be set; but it would have to.be
up to the Department of taw Enforcement to enforce it.

5.

0

Permission for Loggers to Haul Overloads •

.

It was the opinion of the Board that this was the legislature•s problem,
and said they preferred not to comment on it. They mentioned, however, that
the posting law put the Board in a bad situation as it created a.pressure problem. They indicated they would like to see the posting law done away with or
have the responsibility of granting increeses and tolerances taken aw,q from
the Highway Board. They said that if requested they would be pleased to present at the Joint Highway Committees' meeting the technical aspects of the
situation, would tell them what they saw tn the law and what they think is involved, and would try and point out what effect it li0uld have regardless of
what the law might be.

6.

Change Gross Weights to Confonn with Other States.

No CQ.Rlllenta were made as they believed this would fall within the same
category as the above.

0

7. County Issuance of Driver's Licenses.
No cormnents.

8. .Aaend Law Pertaining to Lighting of Diesel Engines.
.

.

No comments •

9. ,.Increase Port of Ent:q: Stations.

The Board indicated that this was a law enforc.ement problem, and believed
the legislature should permit the highway department and law enforcement department. to work together and construct Port of Entry Stations where they saw fit
an,d as they needed them.
10. ,Repeal or Amend Posting Law.
The BoaT(i indicated that they did not believe it was their responsibility
to administer the law; however, they were of the opinion that it would probably
be an easier law to administer if it applied to all commodities. Thq said they
realized it was a big problem and a harsh problem.

0
.
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Mention was made of the Board's authority to enter into contracts with
individuals for carrying over legal loads. The Board felt that under certain
conditions this could be permitted; however, they said it was hard to know
where to dr~w the line and they believed the law should be made precise with
regard to this matter •
11.

.

Definition of Special Equipment and Non-Motor Vehwles.
No comments.

The noard then met W?-th Messrs. Holm, Moore and Harris of Robert.a. These
gentlemen were prptesting the proposed new highway route through Roberts and
north of Roberts. They claimed that the new road would cut through valuable
farm lands and would be difficult to maintain due to borrow pits being full of
water the year around. 'l'hey believed a more feasible route for a new all
weather highway would be west of Roberts north from Twin Buttes and follow the
lava ridge.
The Board informed this delegation that the diagonal line change which
they said traversed lower ground than the present route was not a final selection, and that the final location is still ·:subject to further investigation.
THEREUPON, the Board recessed for lunch.
Upon their return from lunch, the Board members, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary of the Board proceeded to the State Capitol Building ~o t(lke p~rt in a panel discus~ion with a joint session of the Highway
Committees of tbe Senate at1d House.
This discussion consumed the entire afternoon of Thursday, Januar., 22,
and the Board reconvened at the highway office at 8:30 A.M., Friday morning,
January 23,. with all members of the Board, the State Highway Engineer, and
Planning Officer-Actini Secretary of.the Board present.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Minutes of the regular meeting held December 17-20, 1952,.were read and
approved without change.

Consideration was given to the bids which had been received~ and the
followin~ action was taken:
·
The first bids considered were for the District.No. 6.Headquartars Building. The work consists of the construction of District No. 6 Headquarters
Building for the State of Idaho, Department of Highways, to be built.near
Rigby, Idaho. Bids for this project were opened on December 23, 1952. The
State High~ay ~ngineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and
had awarded the contract tow. R. Cahoon Construction company of Pocatello,
Idaho, the low bidder, on December 2?, 1952, in the amount of $104,399.99t
the Engineer's Estimate being $89,fuO.OO
.There ~eing no dissenting opinion, the Board unanimously,/ concurll8d in
the a½tion of the State Highway Engineer in the award of this -con~ract,• and
it wu so ordered •

.Taw,ary 22, 1953

b
Th• date for completion of this work was not stated in the proposal fora,
and it was the expressed opinion or .the Board that the time for completing the
work should be detemined by the State and be set forth in the bid fora so
that all bidders will be required to bid under the same conditions.

o
. .

The next bids to be considered were for the District No. 6 Headquartera
Syatua. The work consists of furnishing and installing a •
System with Autolll8tic Control.a at the District No. 6 Headquarters Well near u.s. 191, about one mile south of Rigby, in Jefferson
County. Acting on the authority- given him by the Board, the State HighwayEngineer had awarded the contract to the Sawtooth Company- of Boise, Idaho,
the low bidder, on January 12, 1953, in the amount of $3,198.00; the Engineer•s
Estimate being $3,900.00. Bids were received for this project on Janu81'7 6,
Pwlp & Pressure
Pump & Pressure

1953.

There being no questions or objections, the Board unanillouly' concurred
in the action of the State Highway Engineer on the above project, and it wu

so ordered.
I

The Board unanimously approved and signed copies of a formal letter conc,ming reclassification of certain Forest Highwq- Routes.
The following Official Minutes were signed b7 all Board members under
date of January 23, 1953, and Attested by N. F. McCoy, Secretary,

•WHEREAS, construction of 3.934 miles of the lorth Side Highway- (State
Route No. 25) on new location beginning at a point in Sec. 32, T. 7 s., R.
15 E., 0.793 llile west of Wendell and ending in sec. 2 1 T. 8 s., R. 15 E•·•
J.OSS miles ,southeast of Wendell has made continuance of the original road
as a portion of.the State Highway- Syat• no longer essential.

0

i

tBEIW<ORE BE IT RF.SOLVED, that the portion of the old road,. 3.402 nd.les
4, T. 8 s., R. 1, E., 0.129 nd.le south or the
Wendell city limits and ends in sec. 2, T. 8 s.,...a. 15 E., 3.055 llil• aoutheaat of Wendell, . is hereby- removed from the State Highway- Syatem, effective
in length, which begins.in Sec.

this date.•

•WHEREAS, construction of 3.86 miles of the Coeur d•Alene Yellowstone
Trail (U.S. Route No. 10) on new location beginning at a point in Sec • .34,
T.
N., R. 3 W., 3.44 miles east of Coeur d 1 Alene and ending at a point in
sec. 6, T. 49 N., R. 2.w., 9.69 miles east of Coeur d•Alene has mde continuance of the original road as a portion of the state Highway- System no longer
essential •

,o

.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 6.25 miles

in length, is hereby removed from the State H:f.ghway- System, effective this
date.-" •

"WHEREAS, construction of 1.339 miles of the Old Oregon Trail (u.s.
Route Nos. JO, 26, 20) on new location beginning at a point in Sec. 15, T.
4 N., R•. 3 w., 0.230 miles west of Caldwell and ending at a point in Seo.
22, T. 4 N., R. 3 w., at the intersection of Hannibal Street .and Kini:>all
Avenue in Caldwell has made continuance of the original road as a portion
of the State Highway system no longer essential.

January 22, 1953
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that thia portion of the old road, 1.587 miles
in length, is hereby removed from the State Highway system, effective this date. 11

.

.
WHEREAS, the road.known as the Ammon Spur, extending from Idaho Falls to
Ammon, a distance of 6.316 miles all in Bonneville County, is not deemed to
meet the requirenents for a State Highway as set forth in Section 16, Chapter
93, Idaho Session Laws, 1951 (The Highway Administration Act of 1951).
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that said highway is hereby removed from the
State Highway system, effective this date."
"WHEREAS construction of 7.024 miles of the North and south Highway (U.S.
Route No. 95) on new location beginning at a point in Sec. 22, T. 37 N., R. 5
w., 0.874 miles south of Genesee and ending at a point in Sec. 20, T. 38 N.,
R. 5 w., 8.013 miles north of Genesee has made continuance of the original
road as a portion of the State Highway syftem no longer essential.
TP.EREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the above-described portion of the old
road, 10.h25 miles in length, is hereby removed from the state Highw~ System,
effect~ve this date.
Inasmuch as it is essential that the Village of Genesee be provided with
an adequate means of access .to the North and South Highway, there is hereby
designated as a part of the state Highway system, effective this date, a spur
beginning at a junction with the North and South Hi 5 hway west.of Genesee and
extending easterly into Genesee, a distance of 0.772 mile." .
"WHEREAS, construction of 1.155 miles of the hedrock-Preston Highway on
new location beginning at a point in Sec. 28, T. 13 s., R. 38 E., in OXford
and ending at a point in Sec. 21, T. 13 s., R. 38 E., 1.435 miles north of
Oxford has made continuance of the original road as a portion of the State
Highway system no longer essential.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 1.435 miles
in length, is hereby removed from the State Hi'.~hway system, effective this date. 11
"WHEREAS, construction of 15.157 miles of the Payette Highway
No. 15).on new location beginning at a point in Sec. 25, T. 14 N. 1
Cascade and ending at a point in Sec. 15, T. 16 N., R. J E., 0.714
Donnelly has made continuance of the original road as a portion of
Highway system no longer e~sential.

(State Route
R. 3 E., in
mile south 0£
the State

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 15.226 miles
in length, is hereby removed from the State Highway system, effective this date."
"WHEREAS, construction of 6 •.322 miles of the Yellowstone Park Highway ( U.s.
Route Nos. 91-191) on new location beginning at a point in sec. 28, T. 11 s., R.
31 E., 4.620 miles south of Arimo and.ending at a point in Sec. 7, T. 10 s., R.
37, E•, 0.,35 mile north of ft.rimo has made continuance of the original road as a
portion of the State Highway system no longer essential.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 6.334 miles in
length, is hereb7 removed i'rom the .::;.tate Highway system, effective this date."
"'WHEilliAS, construction of 10.598 miles of ,the Idaho Central HighwS¥ (State
Route No. 22) on new location beginning at a point in sec. 34, T. 10 N., R. 34 E.,
10.,98 miles west of Dubois and ending at a point in Sec. 20, T. 10 N., R. 36 E.,
January 22
•

,
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near the west city limits of Dubois has made continuance of the original road as a
portion of. the State Highway system no longer essential.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 1.4.4 miles in
length, is hereby removed from the State Highway system., effective this dJte."
" ~ , it is deemed necessary that there be an alternate State Highwq
facility.within the City of Twin Falls in order to facilitate the movement ef
through traffic and to relieve local congestion.

0

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that there be hereby designated an urban extension of the State highway system within the City of Twin Falls extending along Blue
takes Boulevard from the intersection of Kimberly Road and Blue Lakes Boulevard to
the,int~rsection of 4ddison Avenue and Blue Lakes Boulevard, said urban extension
to Qe knolfll as tbe Blue Lakes Spur of the Sawtooth Park Highway, effective this
date."

.

The Board reviewed the 1953 Construction Program, which had been prepared in
more detail than the one published. The state Highway Engineer explained to the
Board that this was the same construction program.they had previously-app~oved,
with the exception of four "interim projects" which had been added; naJElys Lava
Hot Springs-Pebble, 8 miles in length, in Bannock County; New Plymouth-W. & S.E.,
5.o miles in length, in Payette county; Grangeville-Fenn, 6.o miles in length, in Idaho
County; and Swan Valley Snake River Bridge N.w., 5.0 miles in length, in Bonneville
County, and the addition of a .project in Nampa consisting of grading and surfacing
with plant mix 2.2 miles of Nampa Streets, which the Board had recently approved for
195'3 construction. ~o other d'langes had been .made to the program with regard to
substitution of projects.
The Board .approv.ed the four ".inte.rim projects", and indicated that such projecta were very practiC'Jll,. sspeci.ally. if fe.der~ f.unds could be obtained, as it
. would bridge over the gap until funds were available for future improvements of
the roads involved.

□.·.

The B~rd took no action regarding the Forest Highway Program and requested
that the State Highway Engineer have his recommendations as to where the appropriations should be spent ready for the February meeting, and that at the Februa.ry meeting they would also set the definite time for. t.he Forest Highway Program meeting· to
be he~d with officia].s of tpe Forest Service and Bureau of Public Roads. The date
of March 18 at 2:00_P.M. j.n ~he caucus.room was tentatively set for this meeting.
The Board suggested that when a definite date had been established and had been
concurred in by the Bureau of Public Roads and Forest Service, a notice of the meeting should be published in the newspapers •

.

The type of pav~ent to be used on the Lucky' Peak relocation project was then
discussed. The State Highway Engineer explained to the Board that aey time the
_g9vernaent has a project that destroys a road,.they, under the law, are required
. to. l?uild il n~w r9ad at no cost to the State, and in designing the ·new. road they
~onstruct 9r replace the old road in kind. In setting up the Lucky Peak relocation,
it was set up on the basis of the type of pavement which .was on the olQ raad, which
in this case was road mµ; however, after consideration was given by the department
as to the type of pavement to be used, it was the concensus of the District mgineer
and the Mat~rials Engineer that in paving this rel~ation, it should be plant mix.
Th• estimated cost of the road mix is about $1901 000.00, and the plant mix about
$245,ooo.oo, or a difference of about $55,000.00; the difference in cost would
have to be absorbed by the state. The State Highway Engineer said that he also
. was o_f th;e op~ion th~t plant mix would be better, and believed it woul-d pay of!
January 22, 1953
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in the long run. He recommended that when bids were called for this project,
provision should be made to call for alternate bids on plant mix surfaee and
road mix surface, and if the cost of plant mix was not too great, it might be
wise to select the higher type surface. The Board concl.ll"red in the recommendation of calling for alternate bids and authorized the State Highway Engineer
to proceed on this basis, and said that the difference in cost of the two types
would detennine which would be adopted.
The Board then reviewed a letter.from Mr. Edward L. Powell of the Rexburg
Chamber of Commerce concerning a section of road from Rexburg West to Sage
Junction on Highway 91, serving the Terreton a..~<l the Mud Lake Area, and requesting that consideration be given to the possibility of talcing this 19 mile
section of road into the secondary road program of the State. At the request
of the State Highway Engineer, the Secondary Roads Engineer had met with Mr.
Powell at Rexburg regarding this matter and had discussed with him the operational details of the Federal-aid Secorrlary Program, as applying to local roads.
Mr. Powell told the Secondary Roads Engineer that the Road Committee of their
Chamber of Commerce was considering a joint AEC-County improvement program, and
indicated that preliminary engineering funds had been raised for the purpose of
furnishing a preliminary estimate of the costs of the work to support an application to the Atomic Energy Commission for financial assistance; however, he
stated that if these plans failed to materialize, they would seek other ways
and means to improve the road. The Board took no action, .but stated that if the
County wanted the road and could get AEC funds, they would have no objectiona;
however, they indicated that they were not desirous of adding the 19 mile section to the ~tate highway system.
The Chainnan of the Board signed a letter addressed to the Boa:rd of EXaminers, wherein was inclosed a suggested plan of cooperative effort by the
College of Engineering and the Highway Department, entailing awarding of
Scholarships and entering into contractual agreements with students. I-n this
letter the Board requested that the Board of Examiners express its approval
or disappr.oval of the expenditures of money under this plan.
The State Highway Engineer reported on the Roy-Holbrook road and ~nformed
the Board that some additional cattle passes and cattle gu:u-ds were needed,
and that it was estimated that it would cost approximately $35,000.00 to complete the work. The Board took no action on this matter.
The Board then received by appointment Mr. Hamersley. The state Highway
Engineer and Mr. Hamersley presented to the Board a report relative to· the
installation and operation of the Remington Rand equipment in connection with
the new budgeting control and accounting system. They recommended to the Board
approval of the expenditure of $820.00 per month, starting November 1, 1952,
for the Remington Rand equipment rental. There being no objections or questions, the Board unanimously concurred in this recommendation.
The budget for the year 1953 covering the consolidated statement of anticipated revenues and projected expenditures was reviewed and unanimously approved.
The Board then met with Mr. w. T. Marineau, Chainnan of the Moscow Chamber of Commerce Highway Committee. Mr. Marineau•s problem concerned the state
,

I
I

I
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highway from the Moscow city limits to the Washington State lioe toward
Pullman. By correspondence and at this meeting, Mr. Marineau urged that
this work be 4one during 1953.
The Board told Mr. Marineau that the re·ason they had not put it in the
1953 construction program was due to the fact that there was some right-ofway to be obtained by the City of Moscow at the entrance to town, and they
thought it was impractical to include it in the program until an agreement
could be reached with the City o! Moscow. However, they said that since that
time the State Highway Engineer had informed them that he had talked with
the . .Mayor o! Moscow, and the Mayor had assured him that the necessazy rightof-way could be obtained immediately •
.

C

.

Mr. Marineau said that the Mayor had instructed him to tell the Board

that the property in question had been purchased.
The Board told Jtr. Marineau that they were interested in getting this •
road built as they realized the need for it, and they were, therefore, asking the State Highway Engineer to expedite this project, and, if possible,
get it under construction in 1953.
The State HighWIJiY Engineer told the poard that he had received a telephone call from a Mr. Holmes at Tld.n Falls, relative to a road south of Snake
River, from TWin Falls to Ontario, whicq" OWyhee county was desirous of having
constructed. He said he made no commiti/tent or any promise relative to such
road ever being a State highway; howevel"" he did tell him that the department
of highways would be pleased to help them 'get county secorrlary funds if they
so desired.

o
.· .

The Board authorized th~ renewal of a bond for James Reid, Engineering
Officer.
·
The matter of ;the Elk River Maintenance Shed was then discussed. This
property had previously been advertised for sale and a high bid of '650.00 was
received. Before accepting or rejecting this offer, the Board requested that
an investigation be made to determine what, if any., value the building was to
the departmep.t. .

.

In a report from the Maintenance Engineer, it was brought out that this
building had been inspected with. regard to the value of the hoist, gas tank
and pump, and it was found that these items were of no value to. the department 1
and that the value of the building it this remote location could not exceed
much, if any., over the high bid. of $650.00., considering the state of repair
it is in,. and it was doubtful if this amount could be salvaged in tearing
down the building for the material. The State Highway Engineer recommended
that the departmept dispose of this building due to the fact that the possibility of corrlitions changing at E11c River in the near future could be to such
extent that this building would be of no value to anyone. The Board unanimously
• concurred in this recommendation and authorized the State Highway Engineer to
accept the high bid of $650.00.

0
'
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The Board turned down the request from Minidoka C6'unty for a Cooperative
Agreement in the amount of $84.50, covering eradication of noxious weeds for
the year 1952, as tbis work was done without an agreement and without authorization from the department of highways.
The Board then reviewed a letter received from Mr. Wilfred H. Quinn, District Range Manager of the u. s. Bureau of Land Management, wherein it was requested that the Board give consideration to cooperation of the department of
highways in the construction of a fence on the section of u.s. Highwey No. JO
between oasis to Regina.

After giving the matter careful coAsideration, the Board felt that due to
the fact that the State gives the livestock people permission to use a percentage of certain fees for range improvements, and in view of the situation and
. the great need for roads, they were of the opinion that it was their responsibility to spend the money on roads instead of fences. They instructed that
Mr. Quinn be so advised.
The Board then received by appointment a delegation from Bingham County.
The following persons were present:

R. C. Rich
Fisher Ellsworth
Leonard K. Floan
Earle v. Miller
N. F. McCoy
Senator Leo D. Murdock, Blackfoot
Blanche Carter, Pingree
G. Ronald Carter, Pingree

w.

Peter Isaak, County Commissioner,
Aberdeen
c. J. Wright, County Commissioner,
Blackfoot
Arnfred Christensen, County
Commissioner, Shelley

The proposed new highway construction on
Springfield, was discussed.

s.R.

39, between Riverside and

Senator Murdock told the Board that the route as now proposed was receiving some opposition f.rom the farmers in Bingham County due to the fact that it
would go so near to the schools, their potato cellars and etc.; therefore, they
wished to present to the Board a new location for their consideration and investigation. The route they proposed was at the sect;ion line north of Rockford,
thence west to connect with the road north of Springfield. He told the Board
this route was through a newly developed and settled area and that they believed
it would not be as expensive to build, that the right-of-way would be easier to
obtain and less costly. He said it would also benefit Bingham county as the
County was not able to give them all the roads they needed, and their proposed
route would serve this newly settled area as well as the others in the County.
The Board told the delegation that ~icy appreciated their wanting to save
the County some money, but they were s0mewhat in the same position. They also
had to think about their money, and that the thing the Board was trying to do
was serve the people in Idaho and also those passing through. The situation
seemed to necessitate that they try to serve the two factors. The Board mentioned several other situations where new sections had been developed, and becau~e the county value was not.too high, the County Commissioners had asked for
assistance; however, because of the situation that obtained on the primary•highways, the Board had had to take the position tha.t they did not sense it to be
.Tarn;.ary
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the responsibility of the Board or highway department, but rather that it was
a county responsibility. They informed the delegation that the location of
State Highway 39 was still being studied, that nothing firll had been decided
upon, and that they would give their req_uest consideration. If the facts
would show that their proposed route would serve more people, without increasing the distance, it might have merit.

0

.

.

Senator Murdock stated that they did not expect to get an answer immediately, but would like to have the Board give their proposal consideration.
Senator Murdock and Mr. and Mrs. carter left, and.Representatives Frank
and Darell Lott then met with the Board and the Bingham County
Commissioners to discuss the same road. Representatives Westfall and Lott
were desirous of knowing the status of this road and indicated that they favored the location mi now proposed by the department. They asked if there had
been a complete abandonment of trying to leave the ro~d in the present location.

.t. Westfall

The Board informed them that no abandonment had definitely been decided
upon; however, there were several factors to be considered. The old highwq
h~ some bad turns, and, therefore, a relocation was being considered to see
if better alignment could be obtained.
It was the belief _of the Representatives that the route as p:r:opased by
the previous delegation would be more costly due to the fact that th~ were
several mil.es of rock terrain., alld indicated that if the road could be left
in its present location, it would serve the greatest number of .people and have
the greatest f\ow of traffic.
The Board told them that they would give them the same information they
gave the previous delegation --- that nothing firm had been decided upon and
that they were trying to locate the road where they thought it would be best

for all concerned.

D

.

The Chairman of the Board briefly outlined the procedure in the department. He said the Board acts as a Board of Directors. They fomulate general policies, allot the funds and designate the highwqs. The State HighwayEngineer serves 81J an Administrative Officer. If in exanining a road a low
sufficiency rating is found, the State Highway Engineer recommends to the
Board the improvements needed. If the Board accepts this recommendation, then
the location departmept starts in to apply the factors to bring it up to a
modem standard. If there is poor sight distance, bad safety factors, arxi etc.,
a study is made to determine if better alignment can be obtained.
One of the County Commissioners expressed the thought that if the road
C?uld be fixed in the location it is now, he believed it would be a good program, but if a relocation was necessary he would like to see the department consider the cost on both routes.
The Board assured the delegation that before a firm location was decided
upon, an investiga~ion wquld be made of all femiible routes and they would be
sty.died carefully
to cost.

,s

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, January 24,

__1953.
January 22, 1953
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SATURDAY -

January 24, 1953

Pursuant to adjournment, the Board reconvened at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday,
January 24, 1953, with the Directors from Districts Nos. 1 and 2, the State
Hibhway Engineer, and Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board present.
The matter of the Boise Shop Building was discussed. The Board objected
to the $350,000.00 cost of the building, and questioned if Boise needed a
better shop than the Districts. They were not too favorable to the idea of
free storage and low costs (excluding overhead) for other departments of the
State. They discussed also the practice of brin~ing salvage items into
Boise, and one of the Board members mentioned that the price of scrap was
the same at Twin Falls and Idaho Falls as it was at Boise. The Maintenance
Engineer told the Board that it had been their experience that the market
was better at Boise, and generally better prices could be obtained.
The Board instructed the Maintenance Engineer to prepare a summary of
the building areas in all Districts and give them a report at the February
meeting.
The Arl..mo.-Downey road was discussed. The Board gave consideration to
the proposition and specifications with regard to the Ar.imo-Downey road. The
Board was informed that this road was originally planned for P.c. concrete
surJace. In the discussion which followed, it developed that the estimated
cost of the concrete ro.ad would be ab.out i865,ooo.oo. As an alternate proposal, consider~tion was given to cement treated base, M.i.th an estimated cost
for this type of road being about $362,ooo.oo. Consideration was also given
to a bituminous plant mix road, even though this road was planned for a concrete type road. The estimated cost of the bituminous plant mix surface was

$258,ooo.oo.

The State Highway Engineer said that for this particular designed road,
he would recommend the cement treated base.
The Board unanimously approved this recommendation and authorized the
department to proceed along this line, having in mind that the future may
justify using this.type.of road in certain areas where due to moisture, drainage conditions and etc. the cost might be justified and might prove to be the
most economical.
It was the decision of the Board that each member would submit their expenses at each meeting for the previous month.
The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to issue a bulletin to •
the effect that as a matter of policy, the Board definitely feels that it
should be the policy of the highway employees, particularly survey crews, to
in all cases seek the permission of land owners, tenants, or those persons
having possession of the property before going onto the property.

I
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THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting on
Wednesday, February 11, 1953.

R.

D

c.

ChairDIIU'l 1 Board of Highway Directors

Done at Boise, Idaho
11 February 1953

MINUT:ES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
February 11 -

13, 1953

The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors was convened
in the Old statesman Building. 603 Main Street, Boise, at 2,00 P.M. on Wednesday, F$ruary 11, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, newly appointed Director from Distriot No. 1;
Ros~e c. Rich, Director fro:m,Diatrict lo. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from
District No. J; Earle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board.

o
.

The Board read a copy of a "Report to Our Stockholders, Kingscliffe Corporation, Bogus Basin Ski Lifts," in which Fentress Kuhn, President of ;the Kingscliffe Corporation, reported a deficit and mentioned difficulty in obtaining
adequate road policies from public officials. No action by the Board appeared
to be necessary.
The Board reviewed a Resolution from the Mayor and members of the City
Council of the City of Idaho Falls requesting a restudf' and reappraisal of the
channelization north from the railroad.underpass on u.s. 191. The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to make such a study.and instructed the
Secretary so to inform the Mayor and City Council of Idaho Falla.
Mr. Floan asked regarding the status of the roads in the vicinity of the
Idaho Falls airport. The State Highway Engineer and Chairman of the Board explained the situation to answer Mr. Floan 1 s inquiry and for the information of
Mr. Jones.
Tbe Board read a letter dated January JO from the International Road Federation requesting infonnation about maintenance. This letter was referred to
the Maintenance Engineer.

0
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Consideration was given to the bids received January 27, February 3 and
The following action was taken:

The first bids considered were for the District No. 3 Headquarters Building, consisting of constructing the District No. 3 Headquarters Building for
the state of Idaho, Department of Highways to be built near Strawberry Glen,
Ada County. Bids for this project were opened on January 27, 1953. The State
Highway Engineer had exercised the authority· given him by the Board and had
awarded the contract to Kloepfer & Gramkow of Boise, the low bidder, on January
30, 1953, i.n the amount of $128,752.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $156,962.00.
The Chairman of the Board again criticized the failure to specify ·working
days in the contract for the District No. )·Headquarters Building, but the state
Hi~hway bnginser explained this was the usual practice of architects in preparing
building contracts.
There being no further questions or objections, the Board unanimously concurred in the action of the State Highway Engineer on the above project.
The next bids to be considered were for Project AF-1381(4), consisting of
constructing the roadway on 8.189 miles of the Lost River Htghway from Reverse
to the Peoples Canal in Bingham County. Bids were received for this work on
February 3, 1953. The State Highway-Engineer had exercised the autrority given
him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Brennan Construction Company
of Pocatello, Idaho, the low bidder, on February 6, 1953, in the amount of
$270,690.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $272,215.oo.
There being no dissenting opinion, the Board unanimously concurred in the
action of the State Highway Engineer on the above project.
Bids were then considered for Projects S-2765(1)-S-2773(1), consisting of
constructing the roadway and a bituminous surface treatment on 6.474 miles of
·the Bob Barton Road and on 4.062 miles of the Orchard Valley Road in Gooding
County. This is a County-Federal-aid SecondaI"'J job for which bids were received
on February 3, 1953. The State Hi~hway Engineer had exercised the authority
given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Holmes Construction Company of Heyburn, Idaho, the low bidder, on February 6, 1953, in the amount of
· $163,160.30; the Engineer's Estimate being $157,671.45.
There being no questions or objections, the Board unanimously concurred
in the action of the state Hi~hway Engineer on the above project.
The next bids to be considered were for Project ST-2361(505,, consisting
of constructing a concrete box culvert on Highway US-30, approximately.three
miles west of Buhl, in Twin Falls county. Bids were opened on February 3,
1953. The State Highway Engineer reconrnended that all bids be rejected; the
low bidder being more than•ten per cent above the Engineer's Estimate, which
was $4,535.00. The Board unanimously concurred in the recommendation of the
State Highway Engineer, and all bids for this project were rejected. ·
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The last bids to be considered were fo~ Project S-1736(2), consisting.
of constructing a roadmix bituminous surface on 4.587 miles of the Cub River
Road from u.s. 91 easterly in Franklin County. Thb is a County-Federal-aid
Secondary job for which bids were received on February 10, 1953. The Stat~
Highway Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded to Marion J. Hess
of 'Malad City, Idaho, the low bidder, on his low bid of $Jh,3J0.80; .the
Engineer's Estimate being $39,353.95. There being no dissenting opinion,
the recommendation of the State Highway Engineer was adopted, and the Board'
unanimously
awarded the contract to Marion .J. Hess.
.

lr-,.,L·.·.·

.

Mr. Floan suggested the desirability of an orderly schedule of bid openings for the calendar year of 1953. The State Highway Engineer agreed and
stated that he was worlj:ing on it now.·
The State Highway Engineer read House Bill No. 50, which is intended to
permit negotiations of contracts less than $10,000 in value.
The programmed item for Project S-2751(1), Jerome North to Newman's
Corner was discussed. The Board wants to have a look at this road bef,ore
work is advertised.
The Board then read a letter from Mr. Wilfred H. Quinn, ~istrict Range
Manager, dated February 9, wherein Mr. Quinn was inquiring as to what action
had been taken by the Highway Board with regard to the matter of f_encing the
right-of-way between Oasis and Regina on u;s. JO. It was the unanimo-qs decision of the Board that the aepartment 'Would not enter in.to fencing projects.
They instructed the State Highway Engineer to inform the Bureau of Land
Management to that effect.

□···

The Chairman of the Board reported that Mr. Ellsworth had talked over
with the judge 11 the shot gun case", involving State\.-highway survey personnel,
working on a survey project north of Roberts. Mr •. ElJsworth reported that
the judge seemed to resent his activity in the matter. Accordingly, Chairman
Rich suggested that the Board members refrain from further interf~rence in
the matter. It was deemed preferable to let Sam Johnson continue handling
further procedure in accordance with his own judgment•.
In connection with this project, Johnson reported that representations
made by local people as to the desirability of the location adjacent and West
of the tracks were not altogether accurate. He believes·there is more swampy
land adjacent to the tracks than in the location to the West that he had already surveyed. The Board wants the State Highway Engineer to review this
location.

The State Highway Engineer reported that a new AASHO Committee had been
organized to study highway truck logging legislation. Messrs. Baldock of
Oregon, Bugge of Washington and Miller of Idaho have been appoint~d to this
Committee. The first meeting will be held at Salem, Oregon on March 9.

0
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The Board approved the Traffic Engineer's recommendations for a Policy
Controlling Destination and Distance Signs.
The Board discussed the desirability of developing a policy regarding
purchase of rights-of-way on state highways, particularly in Cities. It was
the concensus that local authorities could usually make better deals, particularly if local funds participated in rights-of-way cost. It was suggested
that different rules should apply to Cities over 2500 population and those
under 2500 population; the feeling being that Cities over 2500 population
should contribute to right-of-way costs. The State Highway Engineer stated
that he would explore the situation. The Board plans to discu:,s at future
meetin 6 s the possible need of a general policy.
The Board asked if any progress had been made in obtaining help for the
Right-of-Way Engineer. The Assistant Attorney General reported that some
local attorneys were being used to -hanclle condemnations, and that in Pocatello
a·local man had been used for appraising property and negotiating right-of-way.
Apparently, no permanent help has been obtained. The state Highway Engineer is
trying to get some local J,,elp on a per diem basis to assist in uegotiations on
riGht-of-way matters.
The Board called in the Assistant Attorney r,,eneral to discuss the damage
claim by Mrs. Nora R. Towle. The Assistant Attorney General had recommended
that Mrs. Towle be offered $600 as a compromise amount. He believed that that
amount could be justified by the failure of the ditch built by the highway department. The Board indicated (informally) its willin~ness to go higher, even
up to $2,000, if necessary, to ·avoid a law suit.
THEREUPON, the Board adj ourried until 8: 30 A.M. on Thursday, February 12,

1953.
THURSDAY - February 12, 1953
The Board reconvened at 8:30 A.~. on Thursday, February 12, 1953, with all
members of the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary of the
Board present.
·
The Board in closed session discussed demotion or retirement of certain
over-age personnel who are unable to perform thyir duties satisfactorily. The
State Highway Engineer said this situation was being explored and that he thought
the people to whom the ahove situation applied had already been approached on the
matter of accepting lower paid and less respo~sible positions. He thought that
negotiations to that effect were progressing satisfactorily, and that.no arbitrary
action would be necessary.
The State Highway Engineer mentioned the desirability of making the merit
increases, which ·would have been due on January 1, effective as soon as possible;
otherwise, he warned that a bad morale situation mi~ht be created.
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The State Highwav Engineer said that ten more passenger automobiles were
needed. He did not p~opose retiring ten other cars already in service, except that automobiles no longer serviceable would be junked. The Board favored the use of cars in the Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth class for all personnel,
including District Engineers, when making new purchases.

r

u-.. ·

The matter of eoctending the·Roy-Holbrook improvement north to the Power
County line (about four miles south of Roy), at a cost of about $35,000 was
discussed. The Board expressed their willingness to allocate this money, but
would like to make a deal with the County to take State Route No. 37 off of
the State system. Chairman Rich suggested investigating using the $35.,000 as
matching money for federal-aid, with the idea of making the ultimate improvement better and correspondingly more attractive to the County as a trading
point.
The question of legislation to provide for more pit scales was discussed.
The State Highway Engineer reported that twenty pit scales out of the planned
thirty are in place and that five out of seven planned Port of Entry·stations
have been built. It was agreed that no additional legislation was necessary.
It was also agreed that it would be desirable for State fotces to maintain the
buildings and the short road connections serving the pit scales and Port of
Entry Stations.
The Board was quite-disturbed at the high estimated cost of the new Boise
Shop building. It is now estimated at $355.,000., but Mr. McCrea and the Architect expect a low bid of approximately $325.,ooo. The Board was reluciant to
go above $250,000. The Board frnally decided to postpone the Boise Sih,op building until the winter of 1953 or spring of 1954. The Board emphasized the importance of getting sufficient ·land for all the highway department buildings,
even if it were necessary to move away from the center of town to get it.· ·

□.·

The request by letter dated February,6 from Bannock County that the State
repair the old road on the Arimo-Downey,)'11ghway was considered. Chairman Rich
thought it was the department•s privil,e'ge,· after having built a new road., to
"walk off and leave" the old one. ~'• Jones was inclined to question this., partricularly if the old road would be ·used again as a detour during paving construction. The State Highway Engineer agreed to ask the Maintenance Engineer to investigate and report as to what., if any., obligation the department of highWNB
may have to repair this old road.
·
Mr. Roy Nicewonger of Twin Falls wrote regarding the cost of surveys for
the Rogerson proje~t and elsewhere. The letter was critical of State action in
the matter. The State Highway Engineer did not think any reply was necessary.

The State Highway Engineer read a letter dated Februal'T 3., from people in
the Dalton Highway District near Hayden Lake., to Senator John w. Rasor, Representat:Lte Grant Potter., Representative Sadie Johnson, and State Highway Engineer
Miller., stating their opposition to the proposal to eliminate or consolidate
highway districts. They cla:iJ!lad their experience in trying to operate through
the Idaho highway department had been unfortunate. Apparently, their difficulty
occurred through refusal of the Bureau of Public Roads to approve a federal-aid
secondary proposal in which this group was interested. The letter was referred
to the Secondary Roads Engineer.
February 12, 1953
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.THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30 A.M. on Friday, February 13, 1953.
FRIDAY

-

February 13, 1953

The Board reconvened at 8:30 A.M. on Friday, February 13, 1953, with all
members .of the Board, the State Highway Engineer, and the Planning Officer-Acting
Secretary of the Board present.
The Forest Highway Program was discussed and the projects to be proposed by
the highway department were selected, as follows:
Name of Project

Project No.

Priest River Rd.
North Pacific
Hwy., U.S. 10
hth of July
Canyon Section
Elk City Hwy.
North Fork
Payette
North Fork
Payette
Yellowstone
Park Hwy.
Ketchum-Clayton

6-Al,Bl

7-A5,Bh,c5,D5
. 18-Gl

LengthMiles
8.6

12.2
0.2

Construction

Estimated
Cost

Bit. Mix

$

Type of

Reconst. &
Widen
Bridge

112,000

643,228
50,000
180,000

2.0

Banks Bridge
Reconst. &
Widen

8.5
0.1

Grade
Bridge

500,000
150,000

23-Bl

0.2

23-All
3h-Al6
26-R3

500,000

$2,195,228
The date selected for the Program meeting was Friday, .March 20, at 9:30 A.M.
in the House Chambers at the State Capitol.Building. The .:itate Highway Engineer
was instructed to inform the Bureau of Public Roads and the Regional Foresters at
Ogden and Missoula of the date and time set for the meeting. During the course
of the discussion, the Board emphasized their wish to allocate all Forest Highway
Funds, insofar as possible, to the main state highways.
The Traffic Engineer was called in to discuss the propesed bill incorporating the provisions of Act V, "Uniform P.ct Regulating Traffic on Highways"• Act
V seemed generally satisfacto?"Jr, but Mr. Floan was opposed to the provision
setting up a 55 mile night and 60 mile day (prima facie) speed limit.
The.Assistant Attorney General read a draft of a proposed law permitting the
highway department to take a fee simple title to-right-of-way instead of easement
only.
The Board elected R. c. Rich for another term as Chairman of the Board and
elected Leonard K. Floan as Vice-Chairman. The Board also sent a letter of appreciation to Mr. W. Fisher Ellsworth for his services on the Board.
Pebruary 13, ·1953
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, The Board then received &enator o. J. Buxton and Representative w. J.
Sewell of Teton County who requested information regarding plans for the
Victor-Irwin highway. Chairman Rich reported that no improvement was programmed for 1953, but agreed to see what could be done about it.

D

Senator Buxton asked about the minimum standards permissible on federalaid secondary county roads, and whether County equipment could be used. The
State Highway Engineer explained the standards a.nd suggested the desirability
of the County grading the roads with its own forces, without federal-aid
participation, and later obtaining federal participation in a contract for the
surfacing. He advised them to present a specific case for consideration. The
County was evidentally considering a road starting at Driggs, thence West four
and one-half miles, thence south, thence east to Victor.
The State Highway Engineer submitted to the Board a supplemental budget
for certain construction,. miscellan~ous purchases and maintenance items, which
were omitted from the 1953 highway budget previously approved. The state Highway Engineer recommended and the Board approved these additions unanimous!¥ •

.Mr. Floan urged the desirability of starting a s,ecom survey party on the
Salmop River road. There is now a pprty at Risgins and Mr. Floan suggested a
second party start from Whitebird and work South.
-

.

Arrangements wer~ made to obtain for District Engineer Clifford R. Salmen
of the Bureau of Public Roads copies. of the Governor's Certificate appointing
Mr. David P. Jones as a member of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors.
The Board then met with Mr. Emery Davis, Chail'J!lan of the Board of Fremont
County Commissioners, and Commissioners Reimann and Neilson. These gentlemen
requested that the proposed road from Sage Junction directly East to Rexburg
be shifted to go via the Egin store to connect with u.s. 191 near St. Anthony.
They stated that less swampy ground and lava rock would be encountered. They
also stated that Mr. Johnston of the Atomic Energy Commission had approved this
portheasterly route •. The Board agreed to investigate their request.

D·

The State Highway Engineer read a circular letter from the AASHO to State
Highway Officials 1:j.sting highway bills pending in Congress. He mentioned one
bill of particular interest; the Dempsey bill, authorizing an,additional two
hundred and fifty million dollars for the Interstate.System.
In reply to Mr. Rich's inquiry regarding the scholarship plan submitted to
the B9ard of Examine.rs, the State Highw~ Engineer advised that no reply had been
received.

Mr. Max Cohn, Chairman of the Lava Hot Springs Foundation, then met with the
Board. He requested that the old highway connecting with a point on U.S. 191
North of Arimo to a point on U.S. 30 N. West of Lava Hot Springs, now a county
road, be improved. He said it was a cutoff, heavily used by the school busses
and public traffic. This is apparently FAS Route 1756. The State Highway Engineer made no prondJt~ but indicated that it was in the mill. It involves a possible railroad underpass. Mr. Cohn al~o requested the Board ta review the rightof-way situatioq at Lava Hot Springs Foundation, as he said he could use some of
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•
. the highway right-of-way.
this matter.

Mr. Cohn promised to write the department regarding

After Mr. Cohn's departure, the State Highway Engineer said it was satisfactory to give the Foundation the iround Mr. Cohn mentioned, pr~viding a clause
:i.n the existing right-of-way agreement, making the highway department reponsible
for falling rock, be deleted •.

Mr. Hamersley and Mr. Whaley explained the progress under the new. acco.unting
scheme. Mr. HBJ'llersley said it was working 100%, except some details and reports
for January were late due to extensive amount of illness.
The- Boise Shop building was discussed again. The Maintenance Engineer had
some further data, and stated that the Architect•s estimate was now $335,000,
which could be reduced to $291,500 if the crane and the radiant heat, etc. were
omitted. The Board still expressed their desire not to exceed $250,000, and the
final d,1:3cision that the actual work be postponed until 195L was reaffirmed. The
Board will look into the job again next October or November.
The Minutes o.: th0 regular r.i.eeting held January 20-24, 1953 were-read and
approved without change.
The Board then received Senator E.W. Cook, Representative 1 •.

a.

Ward, and

Mr. Thiel of Bear Lak~ County. They asked about the status of the Parispst. Charles
section of U.S. 89. They were advised that it was planned to complete the engineering in 1953 and build it in 1954 or 1955. The delegation also asked about the u.s.

30 N. section connecting the Wyoming State line at Border and were told that probably some stop-gap construction would be used. Mr. Rich mentioned briefly the
desirability o·f improving the Georgetown-Montpelier section.
The Board then received a sroup from Oneida Co\lilty, with Jenkin L. Palmer,
Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, acting as spokesman. Those present were as follows:
R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
Leonard K. Floan
Earle v. Miller
N. F. McCoy

Myron P. Sorensen
Royal o. Swenson
Clyde Jenson
Miler Larsen
Elmer Ward
Vernon Jenson

aeo. H. Perry
Jenkin Palmer
John v. Evans
Waldo J. Blaisdell
Matthew F. Bird
G. Max King

This delegation first asked about the section of State Route No. 38 from
Pauline south to Bu:i,,st Junction, east of Holbrook. They stated that the twelve
mile section in Oneida County was frequently impassable and that there had been
no "maintenance for twenty years". .They asked that the entire route be graded
and graveled before oiling was done. The Chairman of the Doard asked if this
shou~d not be a County road instead of a State highway7 Two of the County Commissioners were present and said that they would "reluctantly" accept it as a County
road if the State improved it. They were inclined to think that ~annock County and
Power County would go along with this program, although th~re have been no formal
discussions. The Board asked the State Highway Engineer. to ascertain what could be
done by maintenance to better travel conditions .this year. There are about 35
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vehicles per day average annually, with perhaps 100 during grain hauling season.
The County Commissioners also mentioned their desire to include the road from
Holbrook via Stone to Snowville, Utah on the federal-aid secondary system.
Apparently some study had been made by the highway department bu~ no action resulted front it.

D
·

The State Highway Engineer suggested that Mr •. Palmer, Chaiman, write the
department and request this route to be added to the federal-aid secondary sys.tern. Mr. Palmer also mentioned the County 1 s interes~ in getting the Pocatello
Valley road from Pleasanton southwest to the Utah line in shape. The Oneida
group criticized the use of so many cattle guards on the Roy-Holbrook road.
They were of the opinion that four guards out of the six planned could be eliminated by swapping about ten acres of land on each side of the road. The Board
requested the State Highway Engineer to check this situation with District Engineer Kelly •
• A delegation of eight from Minidoka County then met with the Board.
following persons were present:
R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
Leonard K. Floan
. Earle. V •• Miller
N. F. McCoy
J. H. May, Paul
Larry H. Robinson, Rupert

The

Cal Braegger, Rupert
L. Kae, Rupert, Bureau
of Reclamation
Herman Henscheid, Rupert
Charles J. Hay, Rupert
s. M. Chrisman, Rupert
L. H. Duffin, Rupert

o.

This delegation presented their request to improve the county road from
Rupert due north to.a connection on State Route 24, southeast of Kimama. They
also asked for two short stubs extending north from points on State Route 24,
"between Jimama and Minidoka. While they had no traffic county, they claimed
that there was much heavy agricultural hauling due to the development of the
newly irrigated pumping area. The people in this area have no funds to develop
the roads and accordingly requested State assistance. The road in question is
in a Highway.D~trict that is poorly financed but one of the delegates stated
that for "political reasons", it was impossible to abolish the HigAway District.
It was suggested, however, that the delegation work through this-highway districtL
and the county commissioners and present an application for adding-the roads in
question to the federal-aid secorrlary system. The Board requested Mr~ Miller to
check the conditions of maintenance of the Kimama-Minidoka section, which was
stated by one of the delegates to be very rough. One of the delegates asked what
a feaeral~aid secondary road cost. He was quoted a figure, on ·projects within
the same range, of ten to sixteen thousand dollars per mile. One of the group
quoted Mr. Tom Bell as claiming that his district roads cost less than the 4o,t
contribution to federal-aid secondary roads • .

Mr. Floan asked about the status of the Lewiston East federal-aid job. He
told that the 4-lane construction was now planned to end a short distance
L
east of the city, and from thence easterly a 2-lane highway on interstate stan~I\ _ dards would be built. It was considered that t}?.is would satisfy traffic needs
· ✓ for 15 to 20 years. Mr. Floan reported that arrangE111ents had been made to buy
sa.nae additional proper.ty for Mr. Walls' drive-in, so that it could continue to

,1,)
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operate, though with some rather costly rearrangement.
a contract could be expected about October 1.

Mr. Miller indicated that

The Board considered the report and recommendations submitted on Project
F-2361(1).·in Twin Falls County, and found that certain land hereinafter described,
sought to be acquired for right-of-way purposes in eon~ection with the recon-

struction of the Old Oregon Trail Hif7,hway from Twin Falls-West, being ·1.5 miles
in length, is necessary for such use, and further, that it is determined the
highway department and the owner of said land have been unable to agree on the
purchase price, as a.result of which, said land should be condemned, the owner
being as follows:
Parcel No. 11, Lawrence Boyd, who owns the W½SW¾5W¼ of Section

B, Township

10 South, Range 17 East, Boise Meridian.

Therefore, it was ordered that the Legal Department should file condemnation suit in the proper Court against the owner of said property, to determine
the value thereof.

K.

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting on Wednesday, March 18, 1953.
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Idaho Board of Hi~hwa;y- Directors
. Done at Boise., Idaho
18 March 1953
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOJ\RD OF HI3HWAY DIRECTORS
March l?

-

20, 1953

Due to lack of a quorum, (Mr. Jones ill - Mr. Floan absent), the regular
meeting of the Boa.rd of Highwa:t Directors did not convene on Tuesday, March 17,
as scheduled.
On Wednesday, March 18, items on the asenda were discussed. Present wer.e
David P. Jones, Director from.District No. 1; Roscoe C. Rich, Director from District No. 2; ~arle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning
Officer and Acting Secretary of the Board.
Minutes of the regular meeting held February 11-13, 1953 were read and approved by the Board.
Consideration was then given to the bids received on February 17 and 24,
1953, and the following action .was taken:
The first bids considered were for Project No. S-2705(1), consisting of
constructing the roadway and a roadr.iix bituminous surface and two concrete
bridges on 10.127 miles of the Buhl-Castleford Highway from Buhl to Castleford
~n Twin Falls County. This project is State-Federal participation. The State
Highway Engineer had exer.cised the- aut..hority given him by the Board and had

Harc:i

17-20, 1953

awarded the contract to Hoops Construction Company of Twin Falls, Idaho, the
low bidder, on February 18, 1953, in the amount of $400,075.20; the Engineer•s
~timate being $385,077.65. Bids were received for this project on February
17, 19~3-

0

There being no dissenting opinion, the Board unanillously concurred in the
action of the State Highway Engineer on tbe above project.
The next bids to be considered were for Project No. S-3705(1), consisting
of const~cting the roadway and a crushed gravel base on 11.691.miles of the
Murphy-Bruneau Road, between Grandview .and Bruneau in Owyhee County. This project is County-Federal participation. The State Highway Engineer, acting on the
authority given him by the Board, had awarded the contract to Karl Woodall of
Boise, Idaho, the low bidder, on March 16, 1953, in the amount of $100,563.50;
the Engineer•s Estimate being $125,262.00.
.
Bids were then considered for Stockpile Project No. 85, consisting of furnishing crushed rock and crushed gravel in stockpiles at various locations in
District No. 6 in Madison, Fremont and Teton Counties. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Nelson and Deppe of Boise, Idaho, the low bidder, on February 27, 1953,
in the amount of $70;450.00; tpe ,Engineer•s Estimate being $63,500.00
The last bids to be considered were for Stockpile Project No. 82, consisting
of furnishing crushed gravel and cover coat material in stockpiles at various ·
locations in District No. 1 1 in Power, Bingham and Bannock Counties. Acting on
the authority given him by the Board, the State Highway Engineer had awarded
the contract to Western Construction Company of pocatello, Idaho, the low bidder,
on February 26, 1953, in the amount of $107,200.00; the Engineer's Estimate
being $112,625.oo.

D
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Bids for the above three.projects were r~ceived on February 24, 1953.
,,,
There being no.questions or objections, the Board concurred in the action of
the State Highway Engineer in awarding the above contracts.
The Rexburg-Sage Jw:iction road w~s discussed. Apparently, this road was encouraged by Mr. c1om:ston, Manager of the Idaho Operations Office, Atomic Energy
Commission, as being of some importan<;e to National Defense. On receipt of information that an adequate, fast, safe home-to-work road directly east from Sage Junc_tion to Rexburg would C(?St .$1,350,000, Mr. Johnston refused to indorse it. The Department of Highways has little interest in it.
In the discussion of the Roberts-Hamer section of U.S. 91, Mr. Rich indicated
that he wanted.to look this section over with Mr. Miller and Mr. Jones, and perhaps arrange a meeting with local people for further conference. Indications a re
that the line along the rlU.lr.oad track is the least desirable on account of swamps
and that Sam Johnson's line is in fact the best one.

There was a brief resume' of McCoy's report on Access .Roads to National Reactor Testing Station, and statement of A.E.C. and B.P.R.•s action. McCoy was instructed to send a summary letter covering action to date to the Governor.
March 17-20, 1953
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The matter of Television Applications at Deer Point was discussed. The
receiving aerial for the highway dep~rtment is at Deer Point, at a site near
the end of the Bogus Basin Road. The Boise Television Stations, KGEM-KDSH-KFXD,
want to locate their broadcasting antennae near our aerial. Unless a minimum
600• space is maintained between them, and other measures taken to regulate the
noise intensities, interference with our set may be sufficient to render communications to the Northern part of the State inoperable without relay installations.
The operators of KGEM, KFXD and KD.5H had presented their request for permission to
build their broadcasting antennae at Deer Point and were scheduled to appear before
the Board, Thursday, March 19.
A new design and new estimate of cost for proposed new maintenance shop at
Strawberry Glen was presented. Total estimated cost was $286,000; with a first
contract of $250,000. The State Highway Engineer suggested October, 1953, as a
good time to award a contract, but no final action was taken.
A letter from Mr. Snook, Chairman of.Lemhi Board of County Commissioners,
was presented. Mr. Snook wanted the old highway formally abandoned •. Abandonment
resolution had been prepared and was signed by Mr. Rich and Mr. Jones. Instructions were given to send it to Mr. Floan for signature. (Mr. Floan signed the
resolution and it was attested by the Acting Secretary on April 2, 1953). The
Official Minutes pertaining to this matter were as ,follows:
"WHEREAS, construction of 21.136 miles of the Lemhi Highway (State Route No.
28) on new location b~ginning at a point in Sec. 32, T. 19 N., R. 24 E., 2.3 miles
south qf Tendoy and ending at a point in Sec. 9, T. 21 N., R. 22 E., 0.3 mile.
southeast of the city limits of Salmon has made.continuance of the original road
as a portion of the State hishway system no longer essential.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this portion of the old road, 22.674 miles in
length, is hereby removed from the State highway system, effective this date. 11
A letter dated March 9 from Mr. James o. Beck relating to fencing public land
along Regina to Cleft on U.S. JO, apd Mr. Miller's reply to Mr. Beck was read. Mr.
Beck telephoned· later and discussed the item with Mr. Rich. The Board does not
want to recede from its decision not to use State funds for fencing large areas
of publicly owned range lands. However, Mr. Rich did tell Mr. Beck he would have
the Traffic Engineer for the Department investigate to see what could be done with
signs, such as "Watch for cattle". At present Mr. Beck said at least 15 to 30 head
of stock are being killed ea~h year - even with the road not opened. Also, repairs
to an automobile after collision with a cow will cost $300 to $500.
A letter from Mr. Robert M. Henderlider, State Representative of Lemhi County,
. concerning sharp curves on S.R. 28 was read. Several curves between Gilmore and
Leadore need to be eased. It was agreed :to have the Engineering Officer and Locating Engineer arranf~e with District Engineer Christensen to have the imprOYements done
with State Forces. They are not very costly.
A letter from Albert L. Elkins, President of the Priest Lake Chamber of Commerce,
Nordman, Idaho, regarding the Nordman-Granite Creek road was read. Mr. Rich was
opposed to_adding it to the State system and wanted this item discussed with Mr.
Floan before Board decision.

'.::arch 17--20, 1953

26
The State Highway Engineer recommended that the request of the Maintenance
Division to transfer $500 from Account No. X-4274-60 of the budget to Account No.
S-0530-60 to provide for office equipment be granted. The Board approved this
recpmmendation.
The matter of financing local funds for participating in Federal-aid projects on a credit basis was discussed. A letter from Bonner County relative to
the County's financing of their pro rata share of Project No. s-5784(1), the
Selle Road, was read. In their letter, the County Commissioners requested that
consideration be given to the matter of financing Bonner County in the construction of the above project on a credit basis. It was the decision of the Board
that they would not deviate from their established policy of cash in advance for
all projects involving local contributions, and directed that Bonner County be
informed to that effect.

D

A letter from a citizen in Island Park, favoring retaining the present route
of the Yellowstone Park Highway, U.S. 191, via Henry's Flat and Targhee Pass, was
read. Mr •• Miller said he was not sold on Rea•s Pass - the one used by the railroad.
Mr. Rich.also was not convinced; wants to look it over. The possibilities of
betterment by improvement along the present r.oad has apparently not been thoroughly
explored. This is a Forest Highway - Bureau of Public Roads is doing the investigating and location studies.
\

The expense claims for the month of January were approved; Mr. Rich's in the
amount of $63 •.38 .and Mr. Floan •.s in the amount of $J7.66. Expense claims for the
month o:£ February .wer.a also .approved. Mr. Rich 1 s in the amount of $137 .26 and Mr.
Jones' in the amount of $77.37.
,,;-

.

o..i~~

A letter received from the Genesee/Highway District was read. Due to relocation, the old section of Highway 95 has been designated as a Federal-aid secondacy road, and the Highway District was asking what kind of a project was contemp.
lated on this old section of road. They indicated that since the future maintenance of this road would be at their expense, they believed the road should be
passed on to them in a good state of repair • .

D

The Board took no action, but requested that an investigation be made of the
condition of this road, and sai~ that on their f~rst trip north, they would look
the situation over.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30 A.M. on Thursday, March 19, 1953.
THURSDAY - March 19, 1953
The Board reconvened at 8:30 A..M. on Thursday) March 19, 1953, with Messrs.
Rich, Jones, Miller and McCoy present.
All of the appointments were scheduled for this day; however, preceding the
first appointment, the Board reviewed the personnel situation with respect to retirements and merit raises being considered for submission to the Board of Examiners •

.

The Assistant Attorney General reported that he had offered Mrs. Towle $600 in
,ettlement of her claims for damages on account of irrigation ditches allegedly mispandled by State and State contractor. She had not accepted, and still th~ugpt·.
□·
J2,400 was a reasonable offer.
·
March
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Representatives of three radio stations, KGEM - KDSH - KFXD, appeared to present their needs in regard to getting approval of erecting aotennae for TV transmission. at Deer Point, near the State 1 s receiving station.
Messrs. Johns, Engineer for KDSH; Young, Attorney; Peterson, Manager of KGEM;
and Whillock, KDSH, appeared to arrAnge an agreement with the Highway Department
for erection of TV broadcasting towers and antennae on Deer Point near Bogus Basin,
where the highway departnent•s receiving aerial is located.
Mr. Sutton, Radio Engineer for the Highway Department, wants 600' minimum
distance and noise protection down to a level of 0.l microvolt. Mr. Wrathel, Engineer for KGEM, considers this demand unreasonable. Mr. Peterson, Manager of
KGEM, proposed staggering hours, but this appeared impracticable. Problem is a
difficult one as Radio Companies wq11t to start construction now, and any other site
will be costly on account of inaccessability. No definite agreement was reached
beyond agreeing to have engineering representatives of all three radio companies
confer with Mr. Sutton - perhaps set up some testing equipment to get data regarding noise level. In the meantime, Mr. Rich suggested to hold the matter in status
quo to establish facts and establish clearly that highway department 1 s property
will be protected, and (if possible) radio companies plans for TV will not be delayed or blocked.
The Board then received by appointment a delegation, headed by Senator Bahr,
and including twelve other citizens and officials from Camas, Blaine and Elmore
Counties. Those present were as follows:
R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
E. V. Miller
N. F. McCoy
John H. Bahr, Camas County
H. Max Hanson, Camas County
s. E. Prostinson, Camas County
Levard Hansen, Camas County
Earl Wilson, Camas County
Kenneth Eldridge, Blaine County
Pete Cenarrusa, Blaine County
Wayne Clark, Blaine County
. T. W. Walker, Blaine County
t. F. Heagle, Blaine County
Helen J. Miller, Elmore County
J. H. Henley, Elmore County
J. Wilson Steen, Elmore County
This.d~legation appeared to advocate the improvement of State Highway No. 22,
(F .A. Primary Route 30), Mountain Horne-Fairfield-Picabo vicinity. They .were particularly eager to close the gap between a point about six miles East of Fairfield
along the North side of Magic Reservoir to a connection with u.s. 93, south of Gannett, and were willing to forego further improvement of State Highwc\V 46, Gooding-.
Fairfield, to favor State Highway 22 connection. They emphasized its relative
immunity to snowdrifts P.nd claimed a thirty-six mile saving in distance from Carey
to Boise via Fairfield as compared with the. present route via Shoshone and Bliss•
This saving appeared to be exagr;erated. No encouragement was given by the Board to
applying primary funds to this route at this time, in view of other more urgent needs
and limited State funds - somewhat decreased by the recent legislature.
1

arch 19, 19~3

28

n

The farm-to-market importance of the Mountain Home-Con-al section was stressed.
A sugge~tion by Mr. Miller that it might be advantageous to place the route on the
Federal-~id secondary.system and utilize County and FAS funds for its improvement
met with Considerable favor and may be proposed by the Counties. Senator Bahr
stated that·"-,9amas County was sort of a "forgotten co unty11 , and stressedd the ne 7d
_,
to better hig~way service to isolated communities. 8 enator :aahr seeme quite in
favor of chang.1.ng State Route 22 from Primary Federal-aid to a Federal~aid Secondary Route.
The Board then received a delegation from Owyhee County, and the following
persons were present,

R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
E. V. Miller
N. F. McCoy
A. E. Murphy

Senator Adam Blackstock
Keith Perine
Eddie Cole
Jason c. Smith
Telpher E. Wright
Alan GoweyMr. A. E. Murphy was spokesman for the delegation, who were advocating the
addition of the road from Indian Springs southeasterly to a point near Castleford
in Twin Falls County to the FAS County system. He claimed that drilling of wells
was developing new agricultural development in the area traversed. He also claimed
that the u. s. Anny was interested from the strategic standpoint in the development
of an alternate through route on the south .side of the Snake River. He had about a
hundred pounds of plan sheets - apparently prepared in the u. s. Bureau of Land
Management.

n
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This route had been urged previously (unsuccessfully) as a primary Federalaid State route.
The Board was inclined to favor it as a County Federal-aid Secondary but were
a bit apprehensive of Public Roads• attitude in view of the existing large mileage
of Federal-aid secondary routes in Owyhee County. However, it was suggested that
the Counties submit their formal requests fDr ~nclusion of this route on the Federal-aid secondary county system., and the department of highways would then press
for favorable action from the Bure~ of PubJ.ic. Roads.

- --

Senator Bladcstock and L. A. Hamilton from Marsing, and Representative Alan
Go)ley- requested added guard rail, guide posts and warning signs on u.s. 95 southwesterly from Milrsing. The department is- willing to proceed with thiS; cost •
estimated at $14,500-.
- - _.. .

.,

The Board then received by appointment a delegation from Salmon and Idaho
Falls. The following persons were present:
R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
E. V. Miller
N. F. McCoy
Charles Herndon, Salmon Chamber of Commerce
March
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Ronald Burke, Salmon Chamber of Commerce
Walter Harris,- Salmori Chamber of Commerce
M. M. McNicoll, Salmon, Idaho
Joe W. Herndon, Salmon, Idaho
Fred H. Snook, Lemhi County.
John J. Cochran, Idaho Falls Chamber of Cammerce
Harold West, Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce
Charles R. Stark, Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce
This delegation urged completion of the improvement of State Route 28,
particularly the 20 mile+ section from Leadore northwest to Tendoy. They
stressed the importance o1 Lemhi County as a stockraising area and stated that
much of the stock was trucked via State Highway 28 to Idaho F.alls. The Board
agreed to consider this road in the 1954 program.
The urgency of correcting the highway deficiencies in Lemhi County: was. emphasized due to its lack of railroad facilities.
Mr. Wallace Evans, Mr. Earl Dodge and Mr. R. M. Wetherell of the Mountain
Home Chamber of Commerce then met with the Board and urged the improvement of
Main Street in Mountain Home. The City would get the right-of-way and cooperate
otherwise. Mr. Miller was instructed to have this situation investigated as to
needs, costs and basis of financial cooperation with City authorities. The City
people had in mind moving trees, moving curb and getting additional right-of-way;
some of which could be obtained from the railroad. The desirability of providing
a bypass on the southwest side of the tracks was discussed. It would require a
new underpass of the Union Pacific main line.
The last delegation received by the Board was from Franklin and Bear take
Counties. This group was headed by Mr. Angus Condie, Chairman of the Franklin
Board of county Commissioners, and included the following:
D. A. Nash, Franklin County Commissioner

c. N. Carlsen, Bear Lake County Commissioner
William J. Tanner, West Side District, Franklin County
n. E. Crane, Mink Creek Commissioner
c. L. Swensen, Clerk, Franklin County Commissioners
This delegation appeared to present the needs of U.S. 91, south of Preston

(3 miles - Preston to rlhitney), of the Dayton-Clifton-Oxford State Highway, and
of State Route

34,

Grace to Niter Junction.

Mr. Rich informed them that the Dayton-Oxford nine mile section was programmed for engi_neering this year; construction to be expected in 1954 and 1955.
Similarly, engineering of the Grace-Niter Junction road and of a new bridge on
the Grace-Turner County road was scheduled, with construction to follow •. Mr.
Rich emphasized that State funds had been somewhat reduced by the last legislature
and it was quite possible that some previously planned 1954 construction miglll!t
have to go over until 1955. He directed that a study be made of the bad intersection at the bottom of the hill on U.S. 91, south of Preston.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.M., on Friday, March 20, when
they were to convene in the Caucus Room of the House Chambers to attend the
Forest Hi~hway Program Meeting.
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FRIDAY - March 20 1 1953
Pursuant to adjournment, the Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Friday,
March 20, 1953, at the State Capitol Building, Room 314, to attend the
Forest Highway Meeting. Messrs. Rich, Jonas, Miller, McCoy and Reid were
present.

[

During the morning session, a public meeting was held, which was very
well attended, and delegations were heard from various parts of the State
to s.upport the followings

+

From Franklin and Bear Lake Counties to advocate completion of the Strawberry-Sharon road.

.

From Idaho Falls and Lemhi County to support the completion of oiling on
-U.S. 93, Gibbonsville North.
Oiling of the balance of U.S. 93 through Stanley Basin.

.

.

Addition of the 'Williams Creek road, point 5 miles South of Salmon westerly to Cobalt vicinity, to the Forest Highway System.
From. the Upper Snake Valley Chamber of Commerce to support fums for the
Victor-Swan Valley Road, F.H. 37, and the Ashton North section of the Yellowstone Park Highway. The Ashton people withdrew their objection to the "bypass,"
but urged funds and addition to the F .H. system of the road, from Ashton easterly
via Cave Falls to the South entrance to Yellowstone Park.
Ned Harlan urged further improvement of the Idaho City-Lowman-Stanley
Basin road. Representativ~s of the Lutheran Church urged caapletion to serve
their Boys I Calllp in Stanley Basin.

[

Mr. Robson of Bunker Hill.& Sullivan Mining Company urged completion of
Enaville-Murray road - some question raised that staA.dards of road recently
completed were too high.
Representatives from Valley County, McCall and :2radley Mining Company,_
Stibnite, urged improvement of State Route 15, and of McCall-Stibnite. James
Bradley urged development of the latter, claiming it to be a potential "major
mining area" but needing roads to-stimulate development by other mining companies.
Mr. Roberts of the Grangeville Chamber of Commerce, urged improvement of Elk
City Road.

Presentation was made and brief filed to approve addition to F. H. System of
the St •• Maries-Avery road.
Plea was made by representatives of Lewiston and Orofino for continuation of
Lewis and Clark Highway construction. Don Wilson of.Missoula Chamber of Commerce
appeared also to .support the Lewis .and .Clark Highway.

March 20, 1953
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At 1:30 P.M., representatives of the U. s. Forest Service, Bureau of Public
Roads and Department of Highways convened in the office of the Department of Highways at 6o3 Main Street, to program the 195h Forest Highway funds apportioned for
Idaho.
The Bureau of Public Roads supplied a copy of "Financial Statement" dated
March 20, 1953, showing an increase in the sum available for programming from
$2,195,228 to $2, 350,000.
The Forest Highway projects which had been recommended for approval were
discussed.
The cost of the Priest River Road was increased from $172,000 to $200,000.
The funds for the hth of July Canyon Road, U.S~ 10, were reduced from $643,228
to $hOO,OOO. The Forest service was quite opposed to this item. Division Engineer
Lynch also was unwilling to concede its priority. Mr. Anderson of Forest Service
objected to making a third pass at this road. The item was held on the program
with some difficulty.
The projects on the Elk City Highway, $50,000; North Fork Payette Banks Bridge,
$150,000; Yellowstone Park Highway, $500,000; Ketchum-Clayton Bridge, $150,000,
were approved as presented by the Highway Department. H-20 design was suggested
by Mr. Jones, Forest Service, for Elk City Bridge (Newsome Creek).
The assignment of $500,000 to the North Fork Payette widening was rejected.
The Forest Service opposed it quite strenuously, as "too large1 an amount for a
main road eligible for Federal-aid." Mr. Anderson cited statement by J. S.
Bright, formerly Deputy Commissioner, Bureau of Public Roads, that Eastern
States objected to using Forest funds to "augment" Federal-aid. However, the
Banks Bridge item on this route, $160,000, was accepted.
The funds obtained by the reduction of U.S. 10 {$243,225) and denial of the
North Fork Payette widening ($500,000), plus $154,772 added allotment, (Bureau of
Public Roads increased the amount available for programming from $2,195,228,to
t,2,350,000) were applied to the following:
Increase in.Priest River Road
Kootenai Highway
Enaville-Murray
Salmon-Montana Line
Strawberry-Sharon
Ketchum-Clayton Bituminous Surfacing

-

$

28,000
100,000
300,000
170,000
120,000
180,000

$

898,000

The substituted projects were quite satisfactory to the Board, except for
the Enaville-Murray, to which they were quite reluctant to assign any funds.
The Forest Service was most insistent and Division Engineer Lynch supported
them; however, the $400,000 demanded by the Forest Service was reduced to $300,000.

32
It developed that an established Public Roads policy prevented removal from
the Forest Highwav s-tem of routes or sections of routes on which Forest Highway funds had bee~ e~~ended. The Forest Service was not at all willing to
accept tne policy to allocate Forest Highway funds almost exclusively to .main
roads, alleging that the Counties were not represented at the conference and
their interests would be.ignored. However, except for the Enaville-Murray and
the Strawberry-Sharon (FAS), the money was allocated to State highways. The
Enaville-Murray was the only project the Board opposed very actively; it is
neither State nor F.A.S. and has little use but for log hauling from the Nation.:i,. Forest. The Forest Service (Mr. Jones) urged continuance of use of Federal
Aid Funds on the Lewis and Claik Highway, as completion would be too .slow with
F .H. money alone. There is nothing programmed for 1953 with Federal-aid.

r--,,
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The Forest Service also urged early application of funds to the Warren-Wagon
. road, and the C a s e ~ .. .Mr .. Anderson emphasized the desire of the Forest
Service -oo appzy Forest Highway money -oo projects serving "comrrrunit.y purposes"
and emphasized that Foreat Dev.elopment funds were to serve Forest purposes - not
"'Public traveP'. He stated that Chief MacDonald of the Bureau of Public Roads
supported that position.
The following projects were agreed upon for the 1954 Fiscal Year Forest
,Highway Apportionment: ,
1954 F.Y. FOREST HIGHWAY PROGRAM
As Agreed at
PROGRAM CONFERENCE, MARCH. 201 1953

Project No.

Length
Miles

Priest River Road

6-A2, B2

North Pacific Hwy.,
U.S. 10, 4th of
July Canyon Section
Elk City Hwy.

7-A8,B4
18-G2

0.2

North Fork Payette -

23-B-1

0,2

Yellowstone.Park
Hwy. .
Ketchwn-Clayton
Kootenai Hwy.

34-Al6

a.5

26-RJ
2-Al,Bl

0.1
2.6

Enaville-Murray
Salmon-Montana
Lin~, Horth Fork
to Gibbonsville ,
strawberry-Sharon
Ketchwn-Clayton

.

(8.6
(O.J
Approx.

6.o

9-C3,D2
30-CJ,D4,F3

6.1
11.3.

42-AJ

12.1.

26-A7 ,B3,C6,
I3

15.1

Estimated
Type
Cost
..--Bit. Mix
$ 200,000
Grading
Reconst.
400,000
and
Widen
Bridge &
50,000
App.
Banks Bridge
180,000
and App.
Grading &
500,000
Bridge
Bridge 150,000
Grade, E.
100,000
of Moyie
Springs
Grade
300,000
Bit. Sur110,000
facing
.Bit. Surfacing
Bit. Sur.facing

120,000
180,000
$2,350,000

March 20, 1953

D

0

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting on Wednesday,
April 22, 1953.

R. C. RICH,. Chairman
Idaho Board of Highway Directors
Done at Boise, Idaho
22 April 1953

MINUTFB OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD' OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS

April 22 - 24, 1953
The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors was convened in
the Old Statesman Building, 603 Main street, Boise, at 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday,
April 22, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, Director from District No. l; Roscoe C. Rich,
Director from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from Distrtct No. 3;
Earle V. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting
Secretary of the Board.
Prior to discussion of items on the prepared agenda, the Board considered
items presented by the State Highway Engineer and by the individual members of
the Board.
The first item was the discussion of trips being tentatively planned by the
Board. A week's trip, May 11 - 17, was proposed in Southeastern Idaho, and a
second trip from Boise to Northern Idaho in the latter part of May.

Mr. Jones mentioned complaint by Mr. Ray Swanson regarding weak ditch on the
Pocatello West job (Carl E. Nelson Company's contract, Project AFI-1024(1). The
complainant thought a much heavier dike should be provided. The contract is not
completed.
,rl 1

Mr. Rich suggested that the department investigate the Jerome secondary loop,
and determine what the department should reasonably be expected to do as a condition precedent to turning this route over to the County. They would like to satisfy the County, but for less than the $280,000 job now budgeted - 3-1/2 miles, 3
bridges, roadmix.
The proposed 1954 Fiscal Year
signed by Division Engineer Lynch,
re~orti as approving specific items
Route in the Lump Sum Survey i tsn,
to the Bureau of Public Roads with
be deleted.

Aprll 22-24, 1953

Forest Highway Program letter, as prepared and
was reviewed. The Board did not wish to go on
for the Warren Wagon Road and the Cascade-Knox
and direct,ed that the Program Letter be returned
request that reference to these two survey items

'9

The Board discussed briefly the matter of providing extra help for the
Assistant Attorney General to handle condemnation cases in court. Such special
counsel would be hired on a per diem basis; $125.00 per day apparently being
the current rate for a trial lawyer of recognized experience and ability. The
name of Laurel Elam, Car! Burke and Ralph Breshears were mentioned.

,. -----.,
LJ.·_,

The Board approved the recommendation by Mr. Floan that construction of
Project S-4771(1) on S.R •. 1, "Devil's Elbow" section of the Cavendish South
road, be postponed. and that the funds, $300,000 on approved program, be added
to the Mohler-Nez Perce Project S-4743(2); now in the approved 1953 budget for
7.0 miles at estimated cost of $400,000.
The Board thm proceeded with discussion of items on the prepared agenda.
The Minutes of the Board meeting held March 17 - 20 were read ani.:·-approv:ed.
The expense claims for the month of March were approved:
amount of $64.88 and Mr. Jone•s in the amount of $37.25.
Considerati9n

W418

Mr. Rich's in the

given to the bids received on March 24 and April 1, 1953 •
.-,.j-t/f

The first bids considered were for Project AF-5152(3), cons~ting pf constructing a concrete bridge and approaches on 0.011 miles of the North and South
H;ighway_ over Santa C_reek in Benewah County. Th,-s proj_ect is a State-Federal-aid
partic~pation. The State Highway_Engine~r had exercis¢ the authority given him
by the Board and had aw~ed tpe pontract to Walter M. Varnum of. Coeur d.'Alene,
Idaho, the low bidder, on March 31, 1953, in the amount of 114,077.00; the Engineer•s Estimate being $18,175.oo.

o
.

The next bids C01l8idered were f'CIZ'l Project F-6033(2), consisting of constructing a 24 1 concrete bridge across Beaver Creek near Dubois on Highwq VS-91 in
Clark County. This project is a State-Federal-aid participation. The State Highway Engineer, acting on the authority given him by the Board, had awarded the contract to Arrington Construction Company of Id~o Falls, Id~o, the low bid9er, on
March 27, 195), in the amount of $16,671.00; the ang:j.neer•s lstimate being $19,154.oo.
Bids were then considered~for Proj,ct S-5720(2), consisting of constructing a
20 1 C~>ncrete_ Culvert on the Worley West Road in Kootepai County. This project is
a County-Federal-aid ~econdary participation. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Walter
M. Varnum of Coeur d 1 Alene, Idaho, the low bidder, on March 31, 1953, in the amount
of $1,000.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $7,134.00
· : ; Bids received April. 7 on Project S-3748(1) were then considered. The work
under this contract consists of constrµcting the roadway and a plant mix bituminous
surface on 2.735 miles of the Boise-Valley Highway, between Eagle and SaJS:ton, in
Ada County. This project is a state-Federal-aid secondary participation. Acting
on the authority given him by the Board, the State Highway Engineer had awarded the
contract to Quinn Bros. and Robb~ns of Boise, +daho, the low bidder, on April 9,
1953, in the amount of $211,891.50; the Engineer's Estimate being $213,647.S0.
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There being no questlons or objections, the Board concurred in the action of
the State Highway Engineer in awarding the above contracts.
Copsideration was then given to the bids received on April 21, 1953, for
Projects S-2848(1) and S-2864(1), consisting of constructing the roadway and a
roadmix bituminous surface on 17.464 miles of the Malta-Almo Road from Connor
Creek Junction to Almo, and a road.mix bituminous surface on 3.360 miles of the
Cassia Highway from the Albion Highway District Line to Conpor Cre~k Junction.in
Cassia County. This is a County-Federal-aid Secopdary participation. The State
Highway Engineer recommended that the c9ntract be awarded to Marion J. Hess of
Malad City, Idaho, the low bidder, on his bid of $295,981.24; the Engineer's
~stimate being $382,863.15; s~ject to concurrence of the Bureau of Public Roads
and the Board of County Commissioners of Cassia County. There 'being no dissenting
opinion, the recommendation of the State Highway Engineer was adopted and the
Board unanimously awarded the contract to Marion J. Hess; subject to the above
mentioned provisions.
Sam Johnson's report on the Roberts-Hamer section of U.S. 91 was read and
discussed. The Board decided to see this locati9n during their proposed.May
visit. Johnson favors his originally recommended diagonal line.
.
The Board revtewed the Architect's revised sket9h plan and estimate for the
new maintenance shop at strawberry Glen. Estimated cost to complete, $286,000;
cost without Overhead Crane, Painting and Insulation, $250,966. on the recommendation of the state Highway Engineer that the work be advertised for bids in
September, the Board ordered him to instruct the Architect to proceed with preparation of P.S.&E. to be completed in time for September advertising.
The State Highway Engineer read radio engineer Sutton's April 8 letter to
Mr. Radzikowski, Secretary of the Committee on Use of Radio in Highway Departments, A.A.S.H.O. Action on the KDSH - KGEM KFXD applications for broadcasting towers at Deer Point is still pending. The Board has not indicated
acquiescence but_in~icated their reluctance to deny the companies• requests.

and

The State Highway Engineer discussed the merits of tQe maintenance patrol
system. Mr. Floan was somewhat skeptical and urged that the scheme be kept
reasonably flexible, particularly to permit ready use of gang system to meet
emergencies. Mr. Miller explained that provision was to be made for extra gangs,
"rovingn cre'!s and "assistant maintenance men" tq h~lp the resident maintenance
man when necessary. He emphasized satisfactory experience with the patz:ol system
by other Western Highway Departments •.

Mr. Miller reported on arran~ements being made to better the curves in the
Leadore viciriinty on ·state Route 28. It is proposed to do the work with state
Forces. The Board approved a $25,000 budget item for this work. ·
The State Highway Engineer explained the urgency of completing the redecking
of Rock Creek Bridge on S.R. 26, Sou~h and West of Twin Falls. It is necessary
to have S.R. 26 approved in the Twin Falls Urban System and get the item in an
approved F. A. Program •. The department agreed to expedite this item.
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The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to approve request of
Kloepfer and Grarnkow for approval of subcontracting the completion of the
District No. 3 Headquarters• Building near Strawberry Glen. Kloepfer and
Gramkow· were put on the unfair list and the job was posted by the Unions.
It is not clear that the subcontractors will fare any b~tter.

D

The Assistant·Attorney General reported that he had made an offer of
Mrs. T<>wle. She had not accepted it and would probably reject it,
but had not•'taken~final action. The Board thought that offer high· enough.,
but wanted· the item settled without suit.

$1,250 to

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30'A•~• on Thurs~~• April 23, 1953.
THURSDAY - April 23, 1953

The Board reconvened at 8:30 A.M. on Thursdq, April 23, with all members
of the Board, the State Highway Engineer and the Acting secretary of the Board
present.
"'1

•

The Board approved the Highway Planning Budget in the total amount of
$168,000 as presented by Mr. Equals and recommended by Messrs. Miller and McCoy.
The previous budget carried a total of $140,500; _the increase being due mainly
to the proposed ceunty needs studies, special traffic studies, sufficiency
studies and other State highway needs studies.
'

The need for two (preferably three) new men to staff the eounty needs
study was presented to the Board. Salaries in the $500 per month range were
acceptable. The Board favored the study and agreed to help in getting suitable
men to fill these positions (e.g. Lowry and McMurray). No men have been approached for these jobs ;ret.

D

·The Board'approved a proposed exchange of property on u. s. 20, West of
narden City, with the County on the Assistant Attorney Cleneral•s opinion that
the exchange was legal.
The Board accepted the audit report covering the records of the Department
-of Highways for the period July 1., 1951 to December 31., 1952, transmitted with a
letter dated April 21 from M. P. Nielson, State Auditor, by Louis N. Roos, Chief
Examiner. There were no exceptions or comments for which the·Board asked that
Mr. Whaley, Chief Accountant, be commended.·
Letters from Senator Rasor, Kootenai County; William J. Cappell, President
of -the Rathdrunf Chanber of Commerce; and the ·Board of Trustees of the Village of
Rathdrum relative to adding a short connecting-link on Kootenai Avenue to ·the
State Highway System were considered. It was the decision of the Board to not
add this connection requested, and they instructed the State Highwq !)'lgineer to
inform the above correspondents accordingly.
The Board considered request of February 24 from' Mr. ·Albert Le' Elkins., President of Priest Lake Chamber of Commerce, that the Nordman-Granite Creek Road be
added to the State highway system., and voted to deny request.
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The Board approved the expenditure of $132.17 for shipping Jack Pearring•s
household goods from his present residence at Boise to his new assignment at
Burley.

Mr. Moody, State Fish & oame Commiss~oner of St. Maries, appeared to invite
the Board to visit the St. •Maries-Avery project. The Board informed him that they
appreciated the cordial invitation and would try to make an overnight stop at st.
Maries during their forthcoming visit to Northern Idaho in the latter part of May.
The Board considered request of Mr. J. Adrian Nelson, Chairman of the Genesee
Rimrock Highway District that the existing u.s. 95 north of Genesee be inspected
in order to ascertain that it is in fit condition to be tumed over to the County.
The State Highway Engineer was directed to have such an inspection made as a basis
for further action by the Board. Maintenance Engineer McCrea will report on this
item.
The following right-of-way matters were discussed:
Project F-3281(1), Boise-Cole School. The Board discussed the awards of the
Commissioners. They thought all the awards high and were particularly reluctant
to approve the awarding of $57,933.75 and $33,000.00 to the Pumice Products Company and Zamzow properties. Mr. Rich plans to discuss the item with Attorney
General Smylie, and the Board agreed that these awards should be contested unless
the conference with the Attorney General develops some conclusions to the contrary.
District Engineer Parsons recommended that access rights be acquired along
the Coeur d'Alene lake. shore. The Board favored this action and requested the
Assistant Attorney General to investigate the legal situation and procedures regarding acquisition in fee, simple of shore property and riparian rights.
The Board considered the matter of providing notice to the public of the
establishment of freeways. It was tentatively agreed (1) that freeways should
be posted to insure that purchasers of adjacent property would be on notice that
./ access rights had been bought; (2) that such signs should not be placed until the
: access rights had been actually acquired. 1 The Board and the State Highway Engi. neer directed that Messrs. McCoy, Sheparcr and Brunner review this situation and
formulate a policy for consideration by the Board and the state Highway Engineer.
The Board approved the Traffic Engineer's recommendations regarding parking
on Capitol Boulevard in Boise, providing (1) one hour parking zone on both sides
of Captiol Boulevard from Front Street to the Boise River Bridge, with shorter
times to.be set by the State Highway Engineer when necessary; (2) no parking at
any time on Capitol Boulevard from the Boise River Bridge South and E,st to the
Boise City Limits.
The State Highway Engineer presented to the Board several items that were
omitted from the approved highway budget. Tbese itans covered the connecting of
buildings at Coeur d•Alene Yard to City Sewer System, bringing water supply into
Yard 51700 for fire protection at Coeur d 1Alene, improvanents and additions to
existing sheds and buildings, purchase of office equipment for the construction
and legal divisions, and two items pertaining to construotion. The State Highway
Engineer recommended that these items be added to the budget. The recommendation
of the State Highway Engineer was adopted, and the Board unanimously approved of
the addition of these items to the budget.
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THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30 A.M. on Friday, April
FRIDAY - April

24, 1953.

24, 19, 3

The Board reconvened at 8130 A.M. on Friday, April 24, with all members
of the Board, the state Highway J)lgineer and Acting Secretary of the Board
. present.

D

The following Resolutions were signed by all members of the Board and
Attested by the Acting secretary under date of April 24, 1953:
"Pursuant to Section 49-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of
the State Highway System cotlllllonly known as state Route No. 25 in the general
vicinity of Wendell and specifically designated .as that portion of Project No.
F.I. 2023(2), between Station 1558+40.8 and Station 1766+5o.5, between the.
intersection of State Highway 25 and the Wendell-Hagerman Road and extending
3.934 miles to a point s~utheasterly of Wendell, as shown on. the official plats
thereof in the office of the Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled access highway b~tween aforesaid te,rin.ini, and access
thereto is restricted or prohibited.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restric.tion or prohibition of
access to and from afo;resaid section of the highway will best sewe the traffic
for which the highway is intended,"
•PUrsuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of
the State Highway System coJ11111onl7 known as U.S. Rou.te Nos• 20, JO and 26 in
the general vicinity of Caldwell and specifically desi8flated ae that portion
of Project No. u.I. 3021(1) & (2) between Station 112+00.96 and station 180+00,
between Kimball Avenue in Caldwell and extending 1.287 miles northwesterly u, a
junction with u.s. 20-30, as shown on the official pl.tts thereof in the office
of the Department of Highwqs at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a oontrolledaccess highway between aforesaid termini, and acces~·thereto is restricted or
prohibited.

□-

It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of
.access to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best aerve the traffic
for which the highway is intended."
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the
st,te HighWBiY System conunonly known as U.S. Route ·No. 30 in the general vicinity
of King Hill and specifically designated as that portion of Project No. AFI3022(2), between Station 1302+86.6 and Station 1565.f'OO, between about one mile
East of Glenns Ferry and extending 4.96 miles to King Hill, as.shown on the
official plats thereof in the office of the Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho,
is designated as a controlled-access highway between aforesaid temini, and access
thereto is restricted or prohibited.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access
to and fr<?m aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic tor which
the highway is intt:nd.ed.11
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"'Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16., Idaho Code., that section of the
State Highway System commonly known as u.s. Route No. 30 in the general vicinity
of American Falls., and specifically designated as that portion of Project No.
FI-30(5), between Station 929+30.3 and Station 924461.5 and between Station
0400 and 413i50., between the Igo Overhead and extending 7.920 miles easterly to
Bannock Creek as shown on the official plats thereof in the office of the Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled-aacess highway
between afQresaid termini, and access thereto is rest~icted or prohibited.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of
access to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic
for which the highways is intended. 11

•.

Mr. Bunderson, Superintendent of State Police, and Mr. summers, Commissioner
of the Department of Law Enforcement appeared to discuss infor.mally.the transfer
of Law Enforcement properties to the Department of Highways.

Mr. Bunderson mentioned the urgency of providing duplex for living accommodations for personnel manning Port of Entry Station of Strevell. Mr. Rich asked
Mr~ Bunderson to submit a written request, and make clear what is needed there,
and suggested that he work with Mr. McCrea. It was agreed that the highway department would receive rentals from the law enforcement department or its employees.
There was some discussion of the recent truck weight laws. There is some
ambiguity in the law, and it was agreed that the Department of.Highways and the
Department of Law Enforcement should collaborate in preparation of a summary pamphlet
to be used by both agencies.
A delegation from Emmett, scheduled to discuss the Indian Valley Road., failed
to appear •

.The Board then received by appointment a delegation from Blaine County.
following persons were present:

The

R. C. Rich
David P. Jones
Leonard K. Floan
Earle V. Miller
N. F. McCoy
T. w. Walker., Chairman., Board of county Commissioners
Kenneth Eldredge, County Commissioner
Wayne Clark., ~ounty Commissioner
G. R. Kneeland
This delegation appeared to request credit financing of Blaine County•s share
of a 4.167 miles federal-aid Secondary Projept,on the Base Line Road. The Board
refused to approve any credit financing, but informed the delegation that a $16,086
gas tax_ apportionmen~ had just been made, and suggeste9, a tax anticipation plan for
borrow~ng the remainder from local banks.on short time. loan.
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A dele,gation from Weiser, inch.ding Win. M. Cal!Son and .John B. Lloyd of the
Weiser chamber of commerce, Mayor Job.n.Mason and Roland Hemenway, met with the
Board and presented some street problems in Weiser, including,a new bridge over
a canal on an existing st:ree't, aot on the appro-yed+Federal-aid route.
..

t.

7

The delegation agreed that the railroad underpass serving U.S. 30 N. had
high priority. -It was agreed also that more study of the arterial street situation vas needed in Weiser. The delegation also wanted the U.S. 30 N. sign
changed to 30 A., claiming that tourists avoided the 30 N. thinking it might go
North to Canada. The State Highway Engineer advised them to write a letter to
the Oregon highway department as well as to the Idaho department of highways,
and then both departments could refer the item to the Executive Committee of
A.A.S.H.O. for detennination.
·
~

.

0
.

.

Messrs. c. D. Simmons and Homer Williams of ora.ce then met with the Board
to ask when the depc1rtment of highwqs was going to surface Main Street where
the City was arranging to place curbs and gutters. They also asked if the state
could furnish a roller for their use, as the school board was furnishing gravel
and oil to _plac~ a aat on the school grounds at Grace. The Board pointed out to
them that under the present policy, no equipment could be loaned, but that arrangements could be made for rental. It lfaS sugg~sted that the school authorities dis.cuss the matter with Dis:trict Engineer Kelly or that it might be possible to rent
a roller from a contractor in the area. The suggestion appeared satisfactory, as
did the informatton that the State proposed to provide surfacing on Main Street in
the 1954 program.
THEREUPON, The Board adjourned until their next regular meeting in May,

1953; the exact date to be announced later.

R. C.

~

Chairman, Board

s:,f
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Highway Directors

Done at Boise, Idaho
May 16, 1953
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEEl'ING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS

May 16, 1953'
The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors was convened at

603 Main Street, Boise, at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, May 16, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, Director 1'r011 District No. l; Roscoe C. Rich,
Director from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3;
Earle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning O!flcer•Acting
Secretary of the Board.

May
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The Board discussed with C. w. Short, $ec.ondary Roads Engineer, the problem of
selling" the F .A .s. -county participating construction program to. the County officials. Mr. Floan emphasized the need for pushing this program to the utmost.
11

Mr, Rich explored with Mr. Miller the possibility of what could be done to
finance low standard roads with F.A.s.-County funds,. discussing especially the needs
of Teton county; citing discussions ~hey had had at Victor, May 13, and requested Mr.
Short, secondary Roads Engineer, to meet with the Teton County Board of Commissioners
at an early date.
Mr. Miller discussed F.A.S. survey costs and emphasized the urgency of holding
down costs and avoiding most carefully over-running estimated amounts agreed to by
State and County.
Mr. Floan reported conference with Cotty Lowry and Mr. Miller reported conference with Kay McMurray regarding employment as Highway Needs Study field men. No
definite answer was received from either man though both indicated interest.

Mr. Rich reported informal advice that P.A.R. would probably be financed in
future with "Truckers' money". - which could wreck the standing of the organization.,
as a disinterested group.
The Board set the next regular meeting at June 18 or June 24, decision to be
made during the~r.trip North, May 25 to JO.
v~j
~;;10;, '
~

. In response to suggestion from Mr. Floan that the cost of the Jerome-North
secondary job be reduced, the State Highway Engineer agreed to make a special study
of the road immediately.

Slow action by State Purchasing Agent in completing truck purchases suggested
to Mr •. Miller and Mr. Floan the desirability of changing the purchasing procedure
to have the Department of Highways do their purchasing direct or have an "Assistant
State Purchasing Agent" assigned to the department.
The Minutes of the Board meeting held April 22 - 24., 1953 were read and approved.
The Board signed the 1954 Fiscal Year Forest Highway Program letter as prepared
by Division Engineer w. H. Lynch of the Bureau of Public Roads.
Approval was given to expense claims of Mr. Floan for the months of February
and April in the amount of $65.86, and for Mr. Jones for the month of April in the
amount of $Jo.so.
Con,uderation was given to the bids received on April 28, May 5 and May 12, 1953.
The first bids considered were for Idaho MaintJ.mance Project No. 93, consisting
of constructing a roadmix bituminous surface on 7.126 miles of Highway US-93 from
Jerome Airport to Newman's Corner in Jerome County. This is a State participation
project. The State Highway Engineer had exer.cised the authority given him by the
Board and had awarded the contract to the Twin Falls Construction Company of Twin
Falls, Idaho, the low bidder, on April 29., 1953., in the amount of $4J,096.00; the

~
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Engineer•s F.stillate being $52,107.80.
April 28, 1953.

Bids were received for this project on

The next bids considered were for Project No. S-5784(1), consisting of
constructing the road-way and crushed rock surfacing on .5 .626 miles of tJie
Selle Road in Bonner· County •. This road i-s. on the County System and is a CountyFederal-aid Secondary. participation project. The State Highway l!ngineer had
exercised the authority given hill by the Board and had awarded the contract to
Murphy Bros. of Spokane, Washington, the low bidder, on Mq 6:, 19.53, in the
amount of $121,291.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $136,720.00. Bids for this
project were received on May .5, 19.53.

D

There being no questions or objections, the Board concurred in the action
of the state Highway Engineer in awarding the above contracts •
. Bids received on Ma;y 12 for Project No. S-6705(1) were then reviewed. The
work. under this contract consists of constructing a crushed gravel surface with
bitUlli.nous surface treatment on 4.996 miles of the St. Clair Road from Idaho Falls
Southerly in Bonneville County •. This project is on the County System and is a
County-Federal-aid Secondaey participation project. Bids for thiB project were
opened while the Board and State Highway Engineer were on an inspection trip in
Eastern Idaho. The State Highway Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded
to the west9m.Construction Company of Pocatello, Idaho, the low bidder, in the
amount of $19,491.45; the Engineer's J;i;sti-te being $23,908.25. The board adopted
the recommendation of the state Highwq Engineer, and the contract was awarded
May 14, 1953.
The last bids to be reviewed were for Project S-2781(1), consisting of constructing a road mix bituminous surface on 3.438 ~ s of the wood River Road
trca the Gooding County Line Easterly in Lincoln County. This project is on the
Count:, S7ste11 and is a County-Federal-aid Secondary participation project •. Bids
were received for this project on May 12 and were opened while the Board and State
Highway Engineer were on an iJ:lspection trip in Eastern Idaho. The State Highway
Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded to the Holmes Censtruction Company of Heybum, Idaho,.the low bidder, in tpe aJ10unt of $28,473.00; the Engineer•s
Esti•te being $36,360.80. The Board adopted the recommendation of the State
Highway Engineer, and the contract was awarded May 14, 1953.i

.
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The following Resolutions were signed by all members of the Board and Attested
by the Acting Secretary under date of May 16, 1953:
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the
State Highway System coDU110nly known as US Route No. 30 in the general vicinity of
~untain Home and ffpecif'ical:q designated as that portion ot Project No. 1,,AFI-3022(3),
between Station 1012/00 and Station 1737159, extending Southeuterly frqm the vicinity of ,Indj,an Creek Reservoir 13.743 miles toward.a Mountain-. as &hown on the
official plats thereof in the office of the Depart.mt ot Hi8hways at Boise, Idaho,
is designated as a controlled.access highway between afdreaaid tennini and access
thereto is restricted or prohibited.
·
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It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access
to and from aforesaid section. of the highway will best serve the traffic for which
the highway. is intended."
"Pursuant to section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, .that section of the
State Highway System commonly known as US Route No. JO in the general vicinity of
Pocatello and specifically designated as that portion of Project No. FI-1024(1),
between Station 41Jf50 and Station 17lf54.6, extending Easterly from Bannock Creek
8.241 miles to a point approximately three quarters mile Southeasterly from Philbin
Road Connection as shown on the official plats thereof in the Department of Highweys,
at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled-access highway between aforesaid
tennini and access thereto is restricted or prohibited •.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access
to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic for which
the highway is intended."
Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the
State Highway System commonly known as US Route No. 30 in the general vicinity of
American Falls and specifically designated as that portion of Project No. FI~l024(2),
between Station 179154.2 and Station 442/52.2, extending Easterly from the CassiaPower County.line.4.98J miles towards American Falls as shown on the official plats
thereof in the office of the Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated
as a controlled-access highway between aforesaid tennini and access thereto is
restricted or prohibited.
11

It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prehibition of access
to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic for which
the highway is intended."
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the State
Higbway system commonly known as US Route No. JO in the general vicinity of Rupert and
specifically designated as that portion of Project No. FI-202J(6), between Station
o/00 and Station 179/54.2, extending Westerly J.400 miles from the Cassia-Power County
line towards Rupert as shown on the official plats thereof in the office of the
Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled-access highway
between aforesaiid termini and access thereto is restricted or prohibited.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access to
and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic for which the
highway is intended."
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the
State Highway System commonly known as US Route No. 191 in the general vicinity of
Malad and specifically designated as that portion of Project No. FI-1031(1), between
Station o/OO and Station 553f55.l, extending Northerly from the Idaho-Utah State line
10.10 miles towards Malad as shown on the official plats thereof in the office of the
Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled-access highway
between aforesaid termini and access thereto is restricted or prohibited.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access
to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic for which
the highway is intended. 11
liia_y
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"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that secti_on of the
state Highway System commonly known as US Route No. 91 in the .general vicinity
of Roberts and specifically desi~ated as that portion of Project No. FI-6033(1),
between Station 14f64.0 and Station 255fl8.9, exterxiing Northerly from the vicinity of Bassett 4.555 miles towards Roberts as. shown on the official plats
thereof in the office of the Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated
as a controlled-access highway between aforesaid termini and access thereto is
restricted or prohibited.

0
__·_

It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of access
to and· from· aforesaid section of the highwq will best serve the. traffic for which
the highway is intended. 11 •
The State Highway Engineer read a letter fr011 Senator Bahr of Camas County
requesting the Department of Highways to review the Fairfield East and West Road,
S.R. 22, and effect its redesignation as a secorxiary. The Board imtructed the
State Highway Engineer to submit this redesignation to the Bureau of Public Roads
for approval.
-- Th~ As_sbtant Attorney General and Mr. Ralph Breshears, Lawyer of Boise,
- reviewed the Zamzow and PuJdce·Products Company conde11n&tion proceedings in connection with the Boise-Cole School Project, Project No. F•32Bl(l). Mr. Breshears ·
agreed tliat the awards were exhorbitant but since the State could not obtain ant
qualified witnesses willing to pres•t the State•s side, it was Mr. Breshears•
conclusion that it would be futile to contest the two cases • . The Board considered
the matter in the light of Mr. Breshears• conclusion and decided not to contest
these two awards.
The State Highway Engineer's recommendation that advertising for bids for
the Boise-Cole school project be scheduled for Septanber letting was approved.

0

T~e .Assistant Attorney Gene~al reported on.progress with the Towle case.
His t1200 offer had not been answered definital7, though he said he anticipated
refusal. The Board wants this case settled by negotiation and authorized the
Assistant Attorney- General to raise his offer to a maxumm of $2500, if necessary.
SiQce the Department of Highways appeared to have been at fault to some extent,
Mr. Floan suggested that the case be studied and analyzed-carefully, so that if any

lessons are to be learned, ,appropriate information and instructions can be given to.
the other engineers in the Department.
The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to have the Assistant Attorney
General study an~ SUJ'(Jllarize ·for tae July -meeting the right& and duties of the Board
am the department with r espec:t to establishing speed lillits under the new law ( under
Sect~ons 56-57 o! the Motor Vehicle Code) adopted by the last legislature; particularly~
(1)- Should Board post over 60 miles per hour?
(21 can we establish appropri-ate limits in towns overruling limits set
by City authorities, such .as 20 mile per hour signs?
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It is not certain that the court will sustain the Board it it sets speed
limits in Cities. The desirability of negotiating the speed lillits in cities
with city authorities was emphasized, as was the desirability of obtaining such
joint agreements with respect to stop-go lights.

The Board directed the State Higbwq Engineer to develop some new State
entrance signs, and expressed a preference for Rusti-c Signs, even though more
costly than some other ones.
A letter froa Mr. Elbert A.- Stell.Jnon ot Lewiston to Mr. Rich, adTocating
that the department of highways grant construction -priority to the Lewis an:t
Clark Highway rather than the lbrth-South Highwq, was read. and filed without
action or reply.
0

The Board discussed briefly the timing of Resolutions establishing limited

access highways and agreed that such declarations should be made before location
studies and right-of-way negotiations are undertaken. It was also agreed that
the declaration could cover a longer section than that proposed for inmle~ate
survey or construction. A suggestion that all State hi~wqs be designated as
limited access bigtn,a7B was not adopted. The Lewiston-Spalding section was declared a limited access highway. •
·
The State Highway Engineer was instructed to have a policy covering limited
access declarations, timing and procedures formulated fore arly consideration by
the Board. Mr. Miller designated Messrs. Shepard, McCoy and Mathes as a COJlll'littee
to formulate the policy-. It was suggested that the policy require in' the· agreements with local authorities the establishlllent of intervals for admitting access,
types of entrances, and when where and what provisions should be made· for side
service roads.
The matter of memorial signs was discussed, particularly the request of the
D.A.R. for a placque on the Cle'P"Water River Bridge in Lewiston. There was danger in placing a sign on the bridge. It was agreed that memorial signs would not
be placed unless an appropriate place, with parking space for those viewing the
signs, was available, and that if any traffic hazard was created, such signs would
not be placed.

. .

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting on Wednesdq,
June 24, 19$3 at 2:00 P.M.
·

-~

R.C.~~
Chairman, Board of Highwq Directors
Done at Boise, Idaho

24 June 1953
!
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MIIOTF.S OF THE RE<JJLAR MEETIIG OF THE IDAHO BOARD CF HIGHWAY mRECTOBS

June _24 - 26, 19S3

0

The regular •eting .of the Idaho Board or Highw.,- Directors vu convened·
at 603 !fain St,ree~, Boise, at 2115 P.M. on Wednesday-, Jue 24, 1953.

Present vere David P. Jones, Director from District lo. l; Roacoe c. Rich,
Director rroa District lfo. 2; Earle V. Miller., State Highvq F.ngineer; and •·
F. HcCo7, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary ot the Board.
The Mimttes of the Board ••ting held Nay lt, 1953, were .read and appro'Yed.

Conaideration wu given to the bids received on May- 26, June 2, June 9., June
16 and June 23, 1953.

The first bids considered. were tor Idaho Project.a F-41J.4(3) and S-4793(1),
cOIIU.llting of constructing a plaat mix bitulli.nous surtape on 10.898 lliles ot
Highway- uS 95, lortb an,d South of Oenep,ee, and on o. 772 llile or the Genesee
Connection, in lfez Perce and Latah Counties. 1)iis contract is a Federal-aid
prillar,y and secondary State participation. Bids for this project were opened
while the Board and State Highvq Engineer were on an inspection trip to Borthem Idaho. The State Highway- Engineer recoaaended that thtt contract be awarded
to JfcAtee and Beathe or Spokane, Waahµigton the low bidder, in. the aaount or
$21)9,281.82; the Fngi.neer•s Estimate being i2J4,569.oo. The Board adopted the
~0111l81ldation ot the State Highway Engineer, and the contract vu awarded MaJ'
28, 1953.

D
·..

The next bids to be considered, received on Mq 26, were tor Project S-2779(1),
consisting ot constructing the.roadway and a roadmix bitulli.noua surface on 6.S8o
Iii.lea ot the Gooding-Fairfield Highwq troa the Gooding-Caua County Line-lorth
in C•aa Countj-. Tiiis is a Federal-aid se9ondary State participation project.
Bids for this project were oplQed vhile the Board and State HighWV' Engl.neerwre
in •orthern Idaho. The State -Highwq Engineer recommended that the contra.ct be ·
awarded to Peter Kievit Sona• Company- of Sheridan, Wyoaing, the low bidder, in
the aaount of $382,708.SOJ the Engineer•s Estillate being t397,06S.So. The Beard
adopted the rec0lllll8ndation of the State Bighva,y Engineer, and th• contract vu
awarded Ma7 28, 1953.
Bids were then conaidered for Project lo. s-5732(3), consisting ot constructmc a roadmix bitullinous surface on 6.Jll Iii.lea ot the Spirit Lake Highvq between Rathdrum and Seasons in Kootenai County. This is a Federal-aid seconda- 7
State participation project. Biga:l'or this project vere opened vhile the Board
and ·state Highway- l!Dgineer were in Northam Idaho. The State Highwa., Engineer
reco...aded that the contract b'e awarded to HcAtee and Beathe ot Spokane, Washington, the low bidder, in the amount ot $61,lll.15; the Engineer's Estimate being
$65,273.50. The Board adopted the recommendation of the State Highway Bngineer,
and the contract was awarded !fa7 28, 1953.
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Bids were then considered for Project Bo. S-1739(3), consisting of corusttuating the roadway, a road mix bituminous. surface and a 253' concrete bridge on 1.945
mi~s of the Preston-Red Rock Highway from Bear River to Preston in Frankl.in
l.ounty. This is a Federal-aid secondary State participation project. Bids for
this project were also op~nesi while the Board and State Highway Engin~r Wj:tre in
Northern Idaho. The State Highway Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded to Marion J. Hess of Malaii City, Idaho, the low bidder.t_ in the amount of
$239,810.45; the Engineer's Estimate being $241,782.50. 1be Board adopted the
recommenp.ation of the State Highway Engineer, and the contract was awarded
June 9, 1953.
Bids were received on the above four projects on May 26, 1953.

. .

.

Bids for the next four projects were received on June 2, 1953.
The ~xt bids considered were for Project No. FI-6033(1), consisting of constructing the roadway and bituminous surface treatment on 4.423 miles of US 91
b~tween Bassett and Roberts in Jefferson County. The State Highway Enginjer had
exercised the authority- given him by- the Board and had awarded the contract to
the Eagle Construction Company of 1agle, Idaho, the low bidder• on June 5, 1953,
in the amount of $258,~5.50; the Engineer's Estimate being $~97,231.00. This
project is on the State system.
. .
.
Bids were then considered for Maintenance Projects 99, 10() and 101, consisting of furnishing crushed gravel and cover coat material in stockpiles and seal
coating 12.179 miles between Spalding and Culdesac, 39.313 miles between Spalding
and Greer and 3.831 miles between Orofino and Ahsahka in Nez Perce, Clearwater and
Lewis Counties. Acting on authority given him by the Board, the State Highway
Engineer had. awarded the contract to Winn & Comp&lJT, Inc. of Buhl, Idaho, the low
bidder!. on June J, 1953, in the amount of $101,765.00i the Engineer•s Estiate
being 199,210.00.

.

.

.

The next bids to be considered were for Maintenance Project No. 96, consisting o! reconditioning the roadway and constr"cting a roadmix bituminour surface
on 4.612 miles of the Emmett Branch of the Payette Highway between Freezeout Hill
and Emmett in Gell CQunt7. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority
given him by the Board and. ha9 aw~ed the contract to the Nampa Asphalt & i'aving
Company of Nampa, Idaho, th~ low bidder, on June 31 1953, in the amount of
$37,448.80; the Engineer's Estimate being $35,359.40.
Bids were then considered for Project No. F-2Jol(l), consisting or constructing the roadbed and a plant qdx bitlllllinous surface on 1.309 miles of US 30 from
Twin Falls liwesterly in Twin Falls County. This project is on the State syst8JI and
is a Federal,e.id primary ,µid State participation job. The State Highway EngiAeer
had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to
Carl M. Halvorson, Inc. of Port!Q.nd, Oregon, the low bidder, on Jwie ll, 1953, in
the amount of $489,832.70; the Engineer's Estimate being $653,149.00•.
Bids for the next two projects were received on June 9, 195).
_Bids were considered for Project No. S-1704(1), consisting of cOJ111tructing a
road mix bitWld.nous surface on 4.933 miles of the Samaria Lane Road from Mal.ad
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veaterq 1n, <neida count7. T-hia. road 1a on the Count7 B71t• and ie a Count1. Pederal-aid 1econdary participation job. Acting on the authority given hill b7
th• Board the ~tate· Highwq Engineer had awarded the contract to Marion J.
Besa of ~ad City-, Idaho, the low bidder, on June -11, 1953, in the aaount of
12S,S32.SO; the Engineer•• lstiaat.e being $27,6S7,lO.
·

0

'l'h• nut bida ~idered were tor Project Ro. S-1776(1), consisting ot .
constructing a road llix- bituainou surface on 9.801 ailea ot t.he Bancroft.Chesterfield Rd.ad between Bancroft and Chesterfield 1n Caribou County-. TH
State Higbvq Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and
had awarded the contract to the TVin Falls Construction Comp~ ot Twin Falla,
Idaho, the 3:ow bidder, on -June ll, 1953, in the aount ot t98,431.8S; th• Engineer's Eatiaate being $120,244.50. This road is on the County syst• and ie a
Count7-Pederal-ud eecond&17 participation project. ,
Bida for th• next f'-our projeeta were ~eived on June 16,

.

1953•

flt• first bids , considered. in this group wre tor Jlaintenance Proj~- lfo.
106, consisting .of painting variou bridges in Di•trict Five in hotenat. and
, Bonner Counties. The State Highway Engineer had ..-eieed the aathor:l.t.1 given
Ida by. the Board, and had awarded th• contract to- r, •. E. Jensen Co!lltnction Company- ot Boise,,. Idaho, tbulvv bidder, on June 18, 1953, in th• _,unt or
tl0,864.00J th•f,Engineer•a F.stiaate being $12,310.00. ·
.
.
The next 1:d.de conaidered were tor Maintenance· Pro:j ec,t -10. ·109• consisting
or painting variou bridges. in Dietmt=·SiJt. in Bomnille, Clark aad<Jladilon
The. State Highway- Engineer acting on the a11tborit7 giftb hill -,. the
Bo.ad, had awarded, tile contract to Arrington Conatructi'oa Ceapany of' Id~o Fall~,
Idallo, the lovbidder,,on
16, 19S)j in the amount of tll1 S43.37J tile Engineer•• Estilllte being $1J,6SS.oo.
•
·
·

Coaati•••

J••

u~_

Bids were then considered tor Project Bo. ST-3lll(S02), coneiating ot in1tall.1Ag guardrail and gm.de poets at variou locatione betWH11·the Oregon State
Line. and Nareing in Ov.,ttee. Couty. The State Highvay-r.g1neei-- had exe:rcised the
authorit7 giftn 111111)7 the Board and had awarded t~eoentract to-JlleWatere·&
Bartlett ot Boise., Idaho, the low bidder, on June '18, •19~3, in the aaount of
t9 1 760.00J the Bngineer•a Eetiaate being lll,81'0:.00.
There being no dissutiag opinion., the Board concurrecl :ln the action
State Highvq Engineer in awarding the above contracts.
. .

.

,

er

the

~

The:next:bida coziaide'Nd were for Project lo. s-3830(1), cansiating or con■tJ"UCting:a-320 toot concrete bridge aero•• the Pa,-tt• River and approachee on
0t1288:aile of the Letha Bridge Boad in Payette Com~. The:SMte 11glnrar Bngine•r recollllended that this contract be awarded to W•ll.•on & Sld1h - ~ of
Twin F•llai·:Jdaho on the:l.r low bid.of $6<>,)82.JSJ·the,Eapae•r•• Betiaate being
157,693.?S. ,Tbe~avard not to becae etteoti••, howrf'el' 1 tunil-the Contractor
had obtained a Clue I Public Works Contractor•• License troa th• Cqatractor••
License Board. Th•re be:log. no q••tions er obj-"ione, 1-he Board r..,..,!IO'..■ q
adopted the recoJUl8Ddation ot the State Highway Engineer.and •utbor1Md.hia to
avant the omtraet ••hen·- thtt Contraeto»- had obtained thw ·neenear, ·Ltcenu. Tbie
project ill on the Cowat7 11,at• and 111 tinancecl with 'Count:,-Pede!"al.-aid nOlllld&.r7 fund.a.
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Bids for the next three projects were received on June 23, 1953.
The first bids in this group to be considered were for Projects S-6721(1),
s-6725(1) & s-6727(2), consisting of constructing four concrete culverts and
two concrete bridges on the Iona Road, the Iona N. & s. Road and the Milo Road
in Bonneville County. The ~tate Highwq Engineer recommended that the contract
be awarded to J. M. Lake of Idaho Falls, Idaho, on his low bid of ¥22,676.7~,
subject to his obtaining a Class I Public Works Contractor's License from the
Contractor•s License Board. The Engineer's Estimate for this project was
$28,762.50. There being no dissenting opinion, the Board adopted the reco•endation of the State Highway Engineer and authorized him to award the contract
. when the Contractor had obtained the Class I License. This project is on the
County system and is a County-Federal-aid secondary participation job.
The next bids considered were for Project lo. F-1481(3), consisting of reconstTUcting the roadbed aid a ro admix bi tm:l.noua surface on 7 .249 .miles of the
Old Oregon Trail, between Lava Hot Springs and.Pebble, in Bannock County. The
State Highway Engineer reco1111ended that the contract be awarded to western Construction Coapany of Pocatello, Idaho on their low bid of $215,991.80; the Engineer•s Estimate being $207,267.65. There being no dissenting opinion, the
recommendation of the State Highwq Engineer was adopted and the Board unaniaously
awarded the contract to Western Construction Company. This project is on the
State system and is financed with state and Federal-aid Prl.mary fums.
The last bids to be considered were for Project FI-1031(1), consiat.iag or
constructing the roadway on 6. 7S4 miles or u.s. 191 from the Utah State LineWorth in Oneida County. This project is on the State system and is a State-Federal-aid Interstate job. The State Highway Engineer recommended that the contract
be awarded to Jack B. Parsons of Smithfield, Utah, on his low bid of $182,437.00;
the Engineer's ~stimate being $203,314.50•. The award not to becoll8 effective,
however, until the Contractor had obtained a Class I Public Works Contractor's
License from the Contractor's License Board, and the State had obtained adequate
right-ot-vay. There being no questions or objections, the Board adopted the recommendation ot the State Highway Engineer and authorized him to award the contract
when the Contractor had .obtained his License and the right-of-way had been acquired.
Approval was given to expense claims of Mr. Rich for the months of April and
May in the amount of $166.06 and for Mr. Jones for the month or May in the amount
or $107.46.
The Board discussed the June 22 complaint of the Jerome Chamber of Commerce
and agreed on holding a meeting at "erome, June 261 to consider these complaints.
The Board disapproved the request of John FilmeJ' Md the Board of Colllllissioners
of Kootenai County that the Highway Board construct a parking area, ramp and dock
on u.s. 10 al011g the Lake, East of Coeur d'Alene. The request contemplated use of
State highway funds for these lake shore facilities.
The Board considered a request of June 19 from the Daily Bulletin of Blackfoot
and other interested co-signers that a location of s.R. 39 West of the tracks, be-

tween Springfield and Rockford, be considered, and instructed the State Highway
Engineer to make a. fJU1;her location study of this area before making a final
decis:1,,on.. Proposal that a public hearing be held was dropped.
JunA 24-26, 1953
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The ~ard considered. proposed agree•nt with \be Cit¥ of Payette covering
acquisition of right-of-way- and constructing sidewalk on Sixth Street. The
. agre--.t. vu considered acceptable I i,ubject to review and apprOYal of the
Assistant Attomey General.
.
.
The Board read a report b7 the Planning Officer regarding conference with
Mi-. Sal.aen, Diatrict ing::l.Deer ot tbe; Bureau of Public bads, regarding the
Levis encl Clark Higtnrq. Ko action was necessU7 aa a joint conference vith
officials of the Bureau or Public Road■, United st&U• Foreat,Service and :0.pariaent ot·HighU7• had been scheduled for the .next d8f'•
• . ..
.

o.

,

!HEREUPGI, the Board. adjourned until 8: 30 AlM. · on Thursday-,. June 25, 1953 •

.

.THURSDAY - June 251 19.53

.

The· Board reconvened at 6:.30 J..M. on 1'hursd,q, June ·25, with Messrs; Rich.,
Jon.es,- !ti.ller _and HcCot present.

'DMt:Boad received b7 appointaellt Mr. Toa Saith who was representing the
Rexburg,Chaab~r of Coaaerce. The Board considered.the request. ot Mr. Saith that
the Engineer's office recently transferred from. Rexburg to St. Anth<>D1" be reestablished at Rexburg. The Board did not accede to the request. Kr. Saith
also emphasized that the people of Baburg were diaaatisf'ied.with failure of'
ttae Highway Department to provide tor construction of' the Rexburg-Sage Junction
..ad. ,He-protestecl .the State•e •1,.350,000 eet:I.Mte for:the 20.aile road - said
tlO,.QOO,_ per, Jllile• would be suf'f'icient. He uphuised,;tbe .iaportance ;of ■tock
and. ,crop interchange ,t.arric, between .Rexburg and the 'l'erreton•Jllud Laite ~•as•
r

.
.The Board ex>midered authorization of personnel to attend the W.ASRO Anmaal
Conference at Santa Fe, Jev. llexico. .Pour -.pneera will be authorisecPt.o attend.
ho Board •mbers will plan to attend.

0

, A: conference between officials of the Bureau of P1mlic Boada, u.s. Forut
Semce .and Departaent of Higtiw11ra t.o consider pro,r. I 1ng ot tunda for the Levis
ed Clark Htghwq was held.,· It vu attended b7 Jlt..ra. llich, Jones, MUler Md

llcCo7 tor the HighwB7 Department; Messrs. Salllen and Lawrence Saith tor t.he Bureau
ot Pllblic BoadeJ Refli.onal. Foreater Hauoa., Regl.oml fag.tnwer Joa& ■ and Sllpervisor
StUllng• frw the Fore■t Sernce. A report of' this con;f'erence 1>7 ..1>1.ltl'i.et lngineer Salaen, Bureau of Public Roads., is included in the Depart•nt -of -Highwap 1

recorda.

The.Board approved the .transfer .ot $].gQ,OOO-FOl"ellt H1gtnrq flmda fNa· t.he
Enaville-Murrq Forest Highwa,- Project 9-C3,D4., and $$0 1 000 from the Rort.h
P~tic Forest Highwq-PntOeot; 7-A8,DS, and t200,ooo fNa the Levis and •Cl.uic
Fon■t Bigbl(q Project 16--0e.,H • ., East end, to the Lewis and Cl:otr Foreel :tl:lghvay,
We•t end, •• agreed to b7 the .Bureau of'. Public Roads alil, the' u.s. F'oMet, Sernce,
and authorized the Chairaan to sign Reviaion in Prograa 1etter incorporating the
above transte~.
.
It appears that the.re. is onl.7 '20(%000 Forest Higbwa,- cub available to
Idaho., 89 that.an additional f200:,000cuh vill b• needed•to t1hance the $400.,000
above .-itioned project. The Bureau of Public: Boa ad u.s ..~ Foreat Santee·
offered to go aft.er the Bure-.i of Pd,lic Roads, 1n Wuhingt,on. am the u..s.
June 25, 1953
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Bureau of the Budget. Mr. Rich offered to ask assistance froa Senators Dworshak
and Welker, but the Forest Service officials thought this would not be necessary.
The proposed $400 1 000 F.H. item will provide for 4 miles of graded road,
extending Easterly from the going F.A. project; 4 miles more on lower standards
will be improved with Forest Development funds ($2001 000) and a timber access
road•up Holly Creek will be built with special Federal Beetle Control funds
($370,000).
The Board protested the high standards used by,Public Roads on the last
jobs awarded on the Enaville-Murray Forest Highway Route. Mr. Jones of the u.s.
Forest Service agreed to consider a narrower width for .future construction.
The following Resolutions were signed by Mr. Rich and Mr. Jones and
Attested by the Acting Secretary.under date of June 25, 1953s
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, subsection 16, Idaho Code, that section of the
State Highway system commonly known as the Borth and South Highway, u.s. Route
No. 95 in the general vicinity of Lewiston and specifically designated as that
portion o.f Project No. F-411h, extending Easterly_ .from the Junction o.f the North
and South Highway and the Lewis and Clark Highway in Lewiston, Idaho, approxi. mately 10.0 miles to the ~palding Bridge, as shown on the official plats thereof
in the office of the Department of Highways, is designated as a controlled-access
highway between aforesaid termini and acc.ess thereto is restricted or prohibi::ted.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or PTOhibition of
access. to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic
for which the highway is intended."
"Pursuant to Section 40-120, sub$ection 16, Idaho Code, that section of
the State Highway System commonly known as the North Side Highway, State Route
No. 2$ in the general vicinity of Jerome and specifically designated as that
portion of Project No. FI-2023(3) and (4.), between Station 1766,l;o.; and Station
2209;2,.h, from a point 3.934 miles Southeasterly from the. intersection of State
Highway No. 25 and the Wendell-Hagerman Road and extending 8.385 miles to a Junction with the Jerome Branch of the sawtooth Park. Highway approximately 1.4 miles
South of Jerome, as shown on the official plats thereof in the office of the
Department of Highways at Boise, Idaho, is designated as a controlled-access
highway between afo.resaid termini and access thereto is.restricted or prohibilted.
It is the Order of the Board that such a restriction or prohibition of
access to and from aforesaid section of the highway will best serve the traffic
for which the highway is intended."

.

.....

A delegation from Orofino and .GrangeNille appeared to push the Lewis and
Clarie Highway. They included the following:
A. R. Curtis, Ms.Yor, Orofino
Robert Werner, President, Orofino Chamber of Commerce
Robert Ovid, Orofino, Chamber of Co11111erce
Fred Stillings, Supervisor, u-. s.. Forest Service, Orofino
Steve Roberts, Grangeville-, Chamber of Collllfterce
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-They were 1111ch pleued at ·the ·prospect that ;approximatel.7, $600,000 Foretst
Higtn,a, ad·· Forest. Developaent aoniea were proposed tor :expendi t,ure . on the
Weet end of the gap in order to permit removal of intested spruce in the area
east of the end ot the MuTazso contract.
...

.LJ7
..

,

The Board approved a.rerlsion in the 19$3 Construction Budget, increuinai
tunda'allocatad to the Grangeville-Fenn project.fro■ $180,000.to $310,000.

.

'

The Board approved the plan to allocate 1800,000-J'ederal•aid Secondar;r
hnda; to Owyile• Count7•s proposed aeconda:ey highwalY' 1"r011;JJ&raing to Haaett,
• it the County•a Bond Issue i1 ·approv-«1 •. · The Bond--Alection is · set tentat1veq-

tor• Jul.714, 19S3.

TM Board read the letter-of Ka, 29 troa.t.he North Idaho Challber. ot. eo-erce encouraging the • • ot more funds b7 the v•.. s,,-:ucl State Forest semce,
and Idaho Depart.aent ot Highv•s tor the construction ot •■ore and better•
roadside park• ad. picnic areas. Th•: Board -e~e1sed general approval. ot prottd1ng. frequent · w,ortuni tf'. 'tor· tumo11ts, and. pron,a4.an for., aeces1 to ~ .fV•
tacing or aa ainy nail rlewpointa and'tvo to three car. shoulder p,arld.ng ■ POk
u •'IUd ••• practicable without going in"o tee, park--busineaa .too auch..
)

.:

. .

,.

)

The expeaee claia tor E.·T. Bennett in the aaount.ot $2U.80va, approTed.
J

.,

•

I

The 1oarc1·- authorized t.he State Bighw.- P)Jg1neer

to deeignate d.epartaent

personnel to attend the dedication ceremony July 9 tor the Weiser Bridge over
the Snake River.
- .

The Board read Resolution of June lS .troa.tlle lliddletoa Or'°P •~• 6 •~pressing thanks to the Department ot Hidlways tor the iaprov•ent of State
Highvq

WJ.·

•

.t

-

-The·Board approved the tentatiTe proposal to mntribute to the llliaoiJI
Teat Tracka- on• the' bat. aet up b7 ~. A. E. JobnflaD-11 Ji.me l. letter, llhich,
·•uld an:lgn the $3,000,000 States contribution in proportion~to Fedeu-,J.-aid
apportionaimt to each State and allow credit tor: pNTJ.oua ccatributj.ons to the
lfar7J.and or WJSHO test roads. There.· will be .a blanc.·••. troa Idaho of about
r

tS-,61.1-.00.

-·

.

.

-

The Board: ra1ewed .the· matter of fencing the.· Boise-Mt,. HOJII 1ectian- ot

U.S. 30, and agreed to place signs where neceeaary but refused to provide 1101187
tor tenc1ilg the right-or-way, ~ a utter of pol;i.c7. ·
•

.

.I

'

The Board read letters fro■ A. E. Johnson, F. V. Reapl and c. M. Hathaway
regarding A.A.S.H.O. Cofflllittee work. Mr. tiller will arrange tor the donation
to the outgoing Presidmt of the A.A.S.H.o.
Consideration ot the

19Sh

,

,

,,.:1 _r,

,

Construction Budget was deterred.
,,.
.
.
The:·Board aut!lorbed t.he,State H,t.ghwq Engiaeer to proceed with arrangements
tor •building two 4aac,untable ~ling housea at Strevell tor the Departaent of
Law:· intorceaent. M>s.t ua estillated at .$10,000 each. The Lav Ent orcement • ployees using theee facUiti• will pq rent to the Departaent ot Highways. The

June

25, 1953

. .
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amount of rent and requirement that such employees be required to rent these
houses will be adjusted with the Department of Law Enforcement by the State
Highway Engineer.
The Board approved a $4,500 Budget item to cover costs estimated for an
origin-destination survey in the areas bounded by Boise, Marsing, Weiser and
Horseshoe Bend.
The State Highway Engineer was instructed to discuss .further with the
Maintenance Engineer the cost and type of pavement to be placed on the Genesee
North section of old u.s. 95, in order to place this road in a condition acceptable to the Highway District. An estimate of $49,000 was not approved; the
Board indicating that an expenditure of about $10,000 or $1,000 per mile should
suffice.
The State Highway Engineer recommended that the semi-annual pay increases
be granted on April l and October 1 instead of January 1 and July 1 as previously
contemplated. The Board accepted the April 1 - October l dates.
In answer to Mr. Rich 1s inquiry as to the status of the Grace-Turner Bridge,
the State Highway Engineer said that the department could have the plans ready by
January of next year.
Mr. Jones mentioned that he
right-of-way width on the job at
was on the Interstate System and
should be 300•; in Idaho, it had

had been questioned several tillles about the 225 1
Malad. Mr. Miller explained that this project
that some States felt that the proper width
been·set at 225 1 • •

Mr. Jones also mentioned that he had been informed that the State of Utah
maintained the right-of-way fences. Mr. McCoy said that this was practiced in
some States as Federal-aid could then be obtained in the fence construction.
The matter was referred to the Assistant Attorney GEneral for further inves,1gation as to what Utah 1s policy was regarding the maintenance of right-of-way
fences.
THEREUPON, the Board recessed their Boise meeting, preparatory to meeting
with the Jerome Chaaber of Commerce on Priday, June 26, 1953.
FRIDAY - June 261 1953
According to pl;µi, the Board left Boise on Friday morning, June·26, and
made an inspection trip from Boise via Mountain Home and Fairfield to Jerome,
thence via Wendell and Bliss to Boise. A conference was held at Jerome; report
of trip is included in the Department of Highways" records.·
The Board, pursuant to the Attome7 General 'a recommendation, accepted the
!; q.5r'
offer of Wm. ·D. Keeton, dated June 9, 1953, to grant right-of-way for approach ·ii
to the St • .Maries Bridge for $3;500; Keeton to pa7 all his attorney fees and costs.

-Tune 2(,, 1953
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THEREUPOI, the Bo~rd adjoumed until their next regular meeting in Juq; ·
the date to be announced later.
.
·

.

. .

)

'

ha~im, Board of Highwq Directors

D9ne at Boise., Idaho
23 July 19S3

i]

.

I

'

•

~

,

MIRUTFS Qt,,1.'!IJLRBGULAR MEETING OF THE IDlHQ ~QAIU) .OF HIGHWAY .DIRECTO.

Jul.7 2j to 25,

~19Sl

The regular •eting of the Idaho Board ot Highway Director• was con-.ened
at 603 Main S.tnet, .Bois.e, at 2~00 Peiff. on Thursdq, Jaj,y: 2.), 19S) •

'.J~ct•,·~ctor ~a

. : . Praa•t ~ Da~,P •.
,t>ia~ct ~~-.~J ~•~• Rich,
Director troa District lo. ~J ~ r d 1,. F~8", D~e<:~. tro:- ])ietri~.t lo. 3;
Earle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and w. F. McCoy, Planning otticer-Acting Secretary ot the,Board.

. The :hvd
..A,M.

QD

n
L·.

nt,:l.red ,tor a cloeed conference ·;..sion ..~d ~ourned until 9100

Fr.Lday, July ·24,

FRIDAY 1

q.

~

, ·i

I

•

a~
-+

Julz 24;· 19,3. ' .

r

,

,

·

•

·.

•

,

Th• Boad ~ ~ e d
9.sq<) '.A.1'~ on F~q, .iv.'j.y 2,4,, 111th all Mllbers o£
th• Board, the State Highvq Engineer and Acting Secret&r7 present.
The Minutes of the Board •eting held June

2h - 26, 19S 3 were read and

apir~wi.
.

•

,,.

.

.

..)

.., •lt.:

:- ~

..

,l

.:

•

j

, : ..

'. i,

·

~

Qonai~ration..,.. &1-v~ .t.o tbe bidl! receiY8d on June: JQ.,
and July 21, 19,3 •.

. . , ,Tb.~

,

1

Jul.¥ 7,

-

Ju.J.y

14

!i:z;at b1'4 COllSi4ered "8re .f'or, 1Idaho Proje~t lo. J',-.32~1(2), consisting of
constructing. the_ l'Q.Mlv-,, anp a pl~t
,bit~~UJl a~~ on .0.121 lllil.e of u.s.
30 w;i.tbin the City ot R-,.pa, in c~~
~ 1•, ,-. F8!(1eral.-~d Pn.mar.,
state participation project. The State Highwq Engineer had exercised the authority given hill by the Board and had awarded the contract to Morrison-Knudsen Company, Inc. of Boise, Idaho, the low bidder, on July 6, 19S3, in the amount of
$108,S68; the Engineer•s Estimate being $104,327.00.

mu

eou.mv,
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The next bids to be considered were for Project No. S-5726(1), consisting
of constructing a roadmix bituminous surface on 7 .001 miles of the North and
South Highway, between Squaw Bay and Turner Bay, in Kootenai County. This project is on the State system and is a Federal-aid secondary State job. Acting
on authority given him by the Board, the State Highwq Engineer had awarded the
contract to Carbon Brothers of Spokane, Washington, the low bidder, on July 6,
1953, in.the amount of $106,189.90; the Engineer's Estimate being $98,285.80.

Bids for these two projects were received on June 30, 1953 •

.

Bids for the next, four projects were received on July 7, 1953.
. . The next bids to be considered were for Project No. ST-2361(5o5), consisting of constructing a concrete box culvert on Highwa;y US-30 approximately three
miles west of Buhl in Twin Falls County. This is a State job. · The State Highway Engineer had exercised.the authority given him by the Board and had awarded
the contract to the Neilson-Smith Construction Company of Twin Falls, Idaho, the
low bidder, on July 8, 1953, in the amount of $9,624.00J the Engi.neer•s.Estimate
being $10,205.oo.

.

'

I

Bids.were then considered for Stockpile Projects 87, 88 and 92, consisting
of furnishing crushed gravel, crushed roe~ and cover coat material in stockpiles
near Round Prairie, Colburn aid Hayden, in Boundary, Bonner and Kootenai Counties.
The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board •d
had awarded the contract to F. R. Hewett Company of Spokane, Washington, the law
bidder, on July 8, 1953, in the amount of $75,000.00; the Engineer•s Estimate
being $84,000.00.

.

The next bids co~idered were for Projects S~3836(1) and S-3832(1), consisting of constructing the roadway and a road mix bituminous surface on 0.929 mile
of State Highway 52 between State 16 and Emmett and on 4.908 miles of State Highway 16 between Vanderdassen and Emmett in Gem County. These projects are on the
.State system and are Federal-aid secondazy State participation. Acting on the
authority given him by the Board, the &tate Highway Engineer had awarded the contract to Duffy Reed Construction Company of Twin Falls, Idaho, the low bidder, on
July 8, 1953, in the amount of $348,849.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $410,219.65.
The next.bids to be considered was for Stockpile Projects 89 & 91, consisting of furnishing crushed rock and gravel and cover coat material in stock piles
adjacent to Highways US-10 near Mµllan and US-95-Alt. near Thom Creek .in Shoshone
and BenQwah Counties. Only one bid was received and the State Highwq Engineer
recommended that ,the bid be rejected as it was considerably more than ten per cent
above the Engineer's Estimate, which was $61,500.00 .
Bids for the nm three projects were received on July

.

14,

1953 •

The first bids considered in this group were for Project FI-1031(2), consisting of constructing a cement stabilized base and a plant mix bituminous surface
on 9.939 miles of the Yellowstone Park Highway, between Arimo and Downey, in Bannock County. This project is on the State system and is a Federal Interstate job.

1

1
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The State Highway--Engineer had exercised the authority- given hill by the Board
and had awarded the contract to Carl E. Helson Coapany- of Logan, Utah, the
low bidder, on Jul.7 14, 1953, in the amount of $374,026.80; the Engineer•s
Estill.ate being l389,S47.S0.

D

The next bids to be considered were for Project S-6840(2), consisting
. of. constructing the roadway- and a bitUlli.nous. surface treatment on S.JS0
miles of the Idaho central Highway from tidy- Hot Springs Northeast in Clark
County. Thi.a project is on the State system and is a Federal-aid secondary
State participation project. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the
authority.given h1a by the Board and had awarded the contract to the Duffy
Reed Construction Company- of Twin Falla, Idaho, the low bidder, 1in July lS,
19S3, in the amount of 171,898.86; the Engineer•• :Estimate being $88,769.40.
,.
Bids were. then considered for State Aid Project 2S4(1)., consisting of
constructing a bituainoua surface treataent on 10.632 111.l.es ot the Boise Stan~e1 Highway in Ada and Boiae Counties. The state will be reiaburaed by the
u. s. Anq' Corpa of lnginee~ for this project. .Acting on the authorit7 given
hill by- the Board, the State Highway Engineer had awarded the contr'-Ct to
Quinn Bros. & Robbi.118 of Boise, Ida.ho, the low bidder, on July 17., 1953, in
the aaount ot $92,SSS.-10; the lngineer•a Estimate being $94,649.00.
Bids tor the last three projects were received on July 21, 19$3 •
.The first bida in .this group to be considered were tor Projects S-6727(1)
and S-6728(1), consisting at constructing a road mix bituminous aurtace on
1.981 miles of the Milo Road between Rigby and Milo, and a crushed .gravel aurface with bituminous surface treatment on 5.124 llilea of the llttie-Weat Road
trca .Ririe Wut, in Jefferson and Bonne"rille Countiee. Tbeae projects are on
the County- Syatea and are financed vi.th Federal-aid Secondary- and Counv funds.
The State Highva7 lrigineer had exercised the authorit7 given bill by the Board
and had awarded the contraet to the Mountain States Construction Coapany ot
Pocatello, Idaho, the low bidder, on July- 23, 1953, in the aaount ot 137,123.60;
the Engineer's Estiaate being 1.36,$68.BS.

o·

The next bids to be co11Bidered were .tor Project s-6804(1) • .consisting of
constructing a road llix bitullinoua surface on 10.717 llil.u ot the Teton Highway-, between Lallant and Tetonia, in ll'rellont and Taton Counti••• Thia project
ia on the State Syatea and ia financed vi th Federal-aid Secondar,y and State
tunds. Acting on the authol'ity given hill by- the Board, the Stat.e Righv• Engineer •arded the contract to Peter Kievit Sona• Collpan7 ot Sheridanl. ~oaing,
the low bidder, on Jul.7 23, 19S3; in the aaount ot $148,214.20; the angineer•a
Estimate being $170,846.80. .
.
.
Thve being no,disaenting opinion, the Board unaniaou:q concurred in tbe
action of the State Highway- Engl.near on the above projects.

The last bids to be considered were tor Project S-2811(1), consisting of
constructing the roadway and a road mix bitUlli.noua surface on 4.167 lllilee of
the Bue Line Road in Blaine Count7.

July
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The State Highway Engineer recommended that all bids be rejected as the
low bidder was above the ten per cent of the Engineer•s Estimate, which was
$72,1,1.60, and also since this project is on the County System and is to be
financed with Federal-aid Secomary and County funds, it was necessary to contact Blaine ~unty for their approval or disapproval in awarding the contract.
In a letter dated July 23 from the Blaine County Commissioners, they •refused
and turned down the bid for the Base Line :Road in Blaine County", and requested
that the. project be readvertised with the bids calling for all dirt work to be
done by the Fall of 195.3 and the oiling and surfacing to be done in the Spring
of 1954 and completed by.August 1, 1954. There being no objections or questions,
the Board unanimously adopted the recommendation of the State Highwq Engineer
and all bids were rejected; the project to be readvertised for the August 18
bid letting.
Approval was given to expense claim of Mr. Rich in the amount of $61.16 and
lbr Mr. Jones in the amount of $65.64 for the month of June.
.

.

The Board considered and confirmed certain actions taken previously to remove from or add to certain sections of highways to the state Highwq Systea.
The following Official Minutes were unanimously signed by the Board and Attested
by the Acting Secretary under date of July 24, 1953:

"WHEREAS, the State Highway Engineer, by Official Minute dated March 13,
1952, did remove from the State Highwq system the Thain Road as.designated by
Official Minute dated December 30, 1950, page 2.35, Minute Book /117, and
"WHEREAS, said highway is not deemed to meet the requirementa·for a State
Highway as set forth in Sub-section (a), Section 4 of the Highwa, Administratim
Act of 1951.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Idaho Board of Highwq Directors
does hereby confirm, effective this date, said Off'icial Minute dated March 13,
1952 removing from the State Highway system the.road known as Thain Road, 5.2
miles in length as described below and as shown on the ~pin the office of the
Department of Highwqs.
Beginning at a junction with the Lewis and Clark Highwq
at 21st Street in Lewiston and extending southerly to the
south city limits of Lewiston via 21st Street:, thence .continuing southeasterly to a point on the south boundary of
Lewiston Orchards Highway District at the southeast corner
of the north half of Sec. 22, T- 35 N., R. 5 w., all in
Nez Perce County."
".WHEREAS, the Idaho Commissioner of .Highways, by Official Minute dated
August 10, 19~0, .did remove from the State Highway system that portion of the
Idaho Central Highway from Spencer to Trude, and

WHEREAS, although said minute was not entered in the Book ~f Official
Minutes of the Department of Highways, it is deemed that said section of highway does not meet the requirements for a State Highway as set forth in Subsection (a), Section 4 of the Highway Administration Act of 1951.

July 23-25, 1953
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MCM THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Idaho- Board· or Highway Directors
con:tira, e.f'fectin· this date,, said official ld.n11t.e dated A11guat 10,
1950 raaving fro■ the• State Highwq syate• the aeetion of the Id.aho. Central
Highwa7· troa·S.pencer to Trade, a distance of 48.S Jlli.les, in accordance with
. the ducription beln,
doe ■

□-·

The prertous deaignation of.the·Idaho Central State HighWq u
aet forth b7 Official Minute dated December lS 1 1933, Page 166,
Minute Book 16-A; ia hereb7 modified to eliainate froa itaid
designation tb.e aection troa Dubois w Spencer,· ■ aid nction
being included in the Idaho-Montana State Highvq, and to relllO'Ye. from th• state Highwq. syat811 the section· from Spencer to
a junction 1d.th the Yellowstone Parle Highway near Trude, 21.0
m.les souther}¥ fro• Targhee Pass, said section being 48.5 miles
in length.•

.

WHEREAS, the State Highway Engineer, by Official Minute dated March 13,
19S2, . dil.d naove.. fro• th•, Stai. High'Wll3' qat• the Tr:taph Hin• Road u

. designated by Official llfinute dated Dec•b•r 18, 19SO, ,a~ 220, Minute Book

117,

and

WHEREAS, said highwq is not deemed to meet the requireaente for a State

.Highwq aa set forth in Sub-section (a), Section 4 of the Highway Adllinistration

Act of 19Sl.

.

··

.

'

(

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Idaho Board of Highvq Directors does
hereby contira, .•ettective:thie date, said official llinute date4 Much 13, 1952
remo'ri.ng: troa th• State Highway aystem the rc)ad known as the Triumph Mine Road,
6.0 Id.lea in length, u described below.

•

Beginning at a· junction with the Sawtooth Park Highwq at Oialet
. and, ertendi:ng along .the Eut Fork of Wood River tor,a distance ot
, appl'OlCillatel;y 6.0 miles, all iil ·Blaine· County.•
..·

;(

"WRIREAS, the Idaho COJIIDlissioner of Highwqs, 'bJ'•Otticial. Minute dated May
29, 1951, did designate as a part of the State Highway systea the Preston-Fairview Highwa,:, and

WHEREAS, although
utea ot the Department
quirell8nta tor a St.ta
Highwq Adllf.niatrati.on

tsaid Jlinute wu not mtered in the-Book ot Official Hl.not: Highways, it ia de8118d that ,.s.d highway meets the rehighwq as set forth in Sub-section (a) See.ti.on 4 of. the
AGt oi 1951. ,

dated_.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that. the Idaho Board of Highway Directors does
h•reDT cont'ira, effectift t.,hia date, said official ■imlt,e
29, 1951
designaliDrc•• a state highway the hnton-Fairn.ew
0.:,87 .ailea in. ~ength
u described below.
"
·· · ·
'

-Bi....,,

Preaton..Faln'in Highwq. BegLnning at a junction with the Yellontone
Park Highway in Preeton and exten<U.n1 southerly-via State Street :to th•
south city l.illita ot Preston, thence contiDUing aouthei-1.y- vi a Fainiev

to

the lJtlh State. Line.•
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"WHEREAS, the Idaho Commissioner of Highways, by Official Minute dated

May

8, 1950, did designate as a part of the State Highwa.r system the Payette

Spur of the Old Oregon Trail, and
WHEREAS, although said minute was not entered in the Book of Official
Minutes of the Department of Highways, it is deemed that said highway meets
the requirements for a state Highwq as set forth in Sub-section (a) Section
4 of the Highway Administration Act of 1951.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RFSOL VED, that the Idaho Bo a-d of Highwq Directors
does hereby confirm effective this date, said official minute dated May 8,
1950, designating as a State Highway the Payette Spur of the Old Oregon Trail,
1.398 miles in length as described below.
Payette Spur, Old Oregon Trail Highwq. Commencing at· a junction
with the Old Oregon Trail at Third Avenue and Main Street in
Payette, Payette Count,-, thence via Third Avenue and Sixth Street
to the Idaho-Oregon State line northwest of Pa,ette."
•WHEREAS, the Idaho Comniissioner of Highways, by Official Minute dated
March 23, 1951, did designate as a part of the State Highway system the KamiahGreen Creek Highway, and
WHEREAS, although said minute was not entered in the Book of Official
Minutes of the Department of Highways, it is deemed that said highway meets
the requirements for a state highway as set forth in Sub-section (a) Section
4 of the Highway Adainistration Act of 1951.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT lll!SOLVED, that the Idaho Board of Highway Ilirectora
does hereby confirm, effective this date, said official minute dated-March 23,
1951, designating as a State Highway the Kamiah-Green Creek Highway, 15.08 miles
in length as described below.
Kamiah, Green Creek Highway-. Beginning at a junction with the Nez
Perce Highway at 5th and Pine Streets in Kamiah., and extending
southerly via Pine Street to the west city limits of Kamiah, thence
continuing westerly via Lawyers Canyon and Seven Mile Canyon to a
junction with the Grangeville - Harvard Hi.Jhway near Green Creek.•
. "WHEREAS, the Idaho Commissioner of Highwqs, by Official Minute dated
May 4, 19$1, did modify the description of the Payette-Emmett State Highwayas set forth by Official Minute dated December 31, 1930, Page 225, Minute
Book #4, and
.
.
WHEREAS, although said minute was not entered in the Book of Official
Minutes of the Department of Highways, it is deemed that said modification
is in the best interests of the State of Idaho.

'

I

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Idaho Board of Highway Directors
does her~by confirm, effective this date, the .modified description of the Payette - :Elnm:ltt State Highway as set forth below.
July 23-25, 1953
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Extending troa a junction with the Old Oregon Trail. at Payette
.in Payette Count7 sou.therq and easterly along the Pa,ett.e
R1ftr to a junction. with the Old Oregon Trail at Oottschalka

0

Corner, thence continuing southeasterl.7 tM route· .overlaps
the EJIIJllatt - New Pl)'JIOUth Highwq to a point appraximatel7
two,Jliles.southeaat ot the Pa79tte - Gell County- line, thence
the Payette-Elaett Highwq departa easterly t.o a junction with
•the. Dmett Branch or tile Pay-ette Highwq n~th or m.ett in
Oam County."
The Board approved the usual subscription to the Highwq Research Correlaj;ion-Senice in the aaount of $1,321.00, as apprcwed the previous yeare.

~

_,,..,t.;

The Board discussed standards ,ad cost: tor the State SecondU7 Project
lforth of Jerome (Jerome Branch, Sawtooth Park Highwq, nov State Highwq Ho.
79), and considered a.~opoaed agreement with the Highwq l)ieU'ict. The
Board wants the highwq remcn-ed, .froa the 8711.t• but on tenu: 1at.1stac.tory to
the Hi.ah'"'1 District and to, standards comparable.• t.o those the Highwq· District
-would ado.pt for its. own work. Th• Board favors a liait of iaboQt t200;t>OO, and
wanted the suggested l.300 1 000 reference deleted from. the proposed Board - Dis. trict Acre. .nt. I>i■ trict,ingineer Sternberg reported that a good improvement
of the thne plue,1111•• lorth of'tb.e Jerome city- llmits,, vi.th. correction ot
the dangerous bridge and county road intersection at the.Canal, vow.d p?'Obably
satisfy the Highwq District, without ~ improvement of the remaining mileage.
The State Hi(lhvt1' ,Engineer ;v.. instructed to negotiate to that end with the
Highway- District Commiasioners.
The Board approved the allocation of $38,800 and the.use ot available
stockpiled materials (valued at $11,100) without charge for the improvement
of old u.s. 9S troa Clenesee Borth, a distance or 9.936 lllilea, 18 1 I 1-1/2•
, roadllix, to aatiat7 the agreed condition precedent to rellOVing the ,route trom
the ~ta~ Highway- 5>-stea. • .

D
.

The Board considered and rejected a request b7 some local people that the
new lo.cation. of State Highwq 39 be on the west aide ot the raili-oad between
Springfield and Rocktorcl. ·, The Board indicated a ,preference .f.c,r the east side
location through: .Rockford, thence east t.o Riverside.

Tile Board considered the utter of the $1,800,000 authorit, ,~posed to
be granted the .A.E.C. to allot funds for roads outside of the .Atani(i Energy
COlllliesion restriction., and eapbasized that the work should' be .expedited.
Agreement• will :need to: be .reached between the Bureau at Pablie . ., .the
Atomic lne~O" Colllis~ion ~d ·the Department ot Hipvqa -u to impNYe•nta
t.o be selected, the standards and type, aid other agreements as to construction. The State Highway Fngineer favored having the Department ot Highwqa
h~•- the entire allocation, am-stated that a preliJl:l.n&r7,Clbllfannce between
the Depart.ment or Highwa.Ja and the Bureau ot Public :Roads· 111. 11 b4J lald..-taken
ialediatel7.

u.s.

The Board approved the earq negotiation and parchaae of right-of-wq for
through. Wo:rle7 and u.s. 2 along Superior Afflllll 1n Sandpoint.

9,
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The Board approved the July 7 proposal of .Maintenance Engineer McCrea
that the new residency building at Strevell be rented at $40.00 per month,
the employee to pay his own heat and light. This rate was considered low
enough to induce.employees to rent the.State buildings rather than rent on
the open market.

.

The Board approved the suggestion by District Engineer Salmen of the
Bureau of Public Roads that when the existing bridge over the South Fork of
the Payette River, State Highway 15, at Banks is replaced, the existing bridge will be reerected as a Federal Access Project to replace existing weak
bridge on the County road south of Garden Valley. The access project has
not been approved yet - is still pending with the Bureau of Public Roads.
The Board considered a request from Mayor of McCall th a; State forces
perfonn certain ro ai repairs as City had no equipment. The Department of
Highways was authorized to do the work on a reimbursable basis, notwithstanding undesirability of this procedure on account of shortage of state
personnel.
Apropos their engineering shortage, the Board agreed with the State
Highway Engineer that there should be some engineer consultant contracts,
with at least. one "guinea pig" project soon, with careful study of comparative. costs.
The Board approved expense account for Wylsie R. Platts in the amount
of 8110.70 for cost of moving household goods from Shoshone to Boise.
The Board denied a request from William M. Carson, Chairman, Weiser
River Flood Control Association, for State participation in a flood control
project involving construction or repair of a dike near Weiser, and instructed the State HighW8if' Engineer to inform Mr. Carson by letter of the policy necessitating such refusal.
The Board indicated desire to spend one day, preferably during the
August Board meeting period, to visit and inspect roads in the Boise Valley
area.
The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to develop some general policy and procedures with respect to construction and maintenance of
fences on limited access roads.

1953.

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 8:30 A.M. on Saturd~, J~ly
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S4TURDA'I - July 2$, 1953
.

The Board reconvened. at 8t.30 A.M. on Saturday-, July 25,- with all members
or the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting_ Secreta17 or the Board
present.

17
'---'

By- appointment•. the. Board • t with Fentress luhn, operating Bogus Basin
ski f-ac:Uity:, Mr. Jlcl)onald of KOEM, John- Grant, Pr'tUtident of Bogus BUin Recreation Area, and Sib nei"fner of the Boise Merchants •

.

. Mr. Kuhn wanted the Bogus Buin Road added to. ·the State Highway System.

He stated that attempts to finance maintenance and snow removal by the Bogus

Baain manageaent had necessitated parking:fees (75 cents), which were suffi~
cientl7·high "t"A··discourage business at the ski grounds. As a result, the Association had lo,st money and.would have. to close down if not relieved of these road
aaint.enance cos.ts. Th• ,aituatioa_coul.d be bettere_d if the portion of ·the road
in Boise County could be "gerrpaandered" into Ada County, as Ada County officials
were willing to maintain this ros.d.
. Mr. Floan suggested that :Ada Count7 do the Boise Count.y section by agre~
ment, as Boise :would probabl.T do. the work for a nominal charge.

In re,,ponae to urging, Mr. Rich proposed that the Board "consider" putting
the Bops Basin Road.on. the. S711tea, b'at the delegation wu cautioned,not to believe this •ant th~t such .aetion was likel.7 to be, approved.
The Bo4U"d reviewed arid approved the "Revised Consolidated State Highway
Systean; which provided
·

..

n

L·

J

(1) a number for all unnumbered State Highway Routes.
(2)

(3)

elimination of duplicate numbers, i.e., those involTing
the same number for Federal-aid Routes.
informatin, accurate descriptions of all routes.

Thia action did not involve the addition or deletion or any routes.now a
part of the State Highway System.

The ,Board·completied a preliainary review of projects propoeed tor conclusion
in the 1954 State Highway construction Progr811;: ad uus,tructed the State Hi,ghwq
Engineer and Acting Secretary to incorporate their suggestions in a complete prograna to beis'l,Jbaitted to·the.Board at the next ••ting !or further consideration
and approval..
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting on Wednesday, August 19 1 1953 at ltJO P.M.

R. c . ~

Boise, Idaho
19 August 19S3
Done at

July 25, 1953

Chairman, Board of Highwq Directors

0
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
. AUGUST 19 - 22, 195.3
The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highwey-, Directors was convened
at 6oJ Main Street, Boise, at 2:00 P.M .. on Wednesday, August 19, 1~3.
Present were David p. Jones, Director from District No. l; Roscoe c. Rich,
Director from District No. 2; Earle V. Miller, State Highwey Engineer; and N.
F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board.
In Mr. Floanrs absence, the two Jlelllber quonun discussed in.formally and
approved a number of routine or non-controversial items •

.

The Minutes of the Board meeting held July 23 - 25, 1953, were read and
approved.
The Board considered eighteen contracts, bids for which were received on
July 26, August 4, August 11 and August 16 1 1953, and the following action
was taken:

.

The first bids to be considered were. for a Movable House at .Strevell,
Idaho, for which bids were received July 26, 1953. The work consists of CDilstructing a movable house for the State 0£:Idaho, Department of.Highwqs, to
be built at Strevell, Idaho. This is a state job. The State Highway Engineer
had exercised the authorl ty given him by the Board and had awarded the contract
to Northside Construction company of Jerome, Idaho, the low bidder, on August
3, 1953, in the amount of $19,469.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $19,925.00.
Bids for the next three projects were received on August

4, 1953.

The first bide in this group to be considered were £or Maintenance Project No. 112, consisting of reconditiming and relaying 11.794 miles of road. mix bituminous surface on Highwq U.S. 191 between St. Anthony and Ashton in
Fremont County. This is a State.job. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contra~t tg
Barnhart & Wheeler Contractors, Inc. of Pocatello, Idaho, the low bidder, in
the amount of $26,574.10; the Engineer's Estimate being $32,737.30. Award of
contract was made on August 5, 1953 •.
_ The next bids to be considered were for Project No. S-6844(1), consisting
of constructing a road.mix bituminous surface on 4.913 miles of the Howe-Northwest Road .from Howe-Northwest in Butte County. This project is on the County
system and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and County funds. .Acting on
the authority given him by the Board, the state Highway Engineer had awarded
the contract to Nelson & Deppe of Boise, Idaho, the low bidder, on August 5,
1953, in the amount.of $38,296.20; the Engineer's Estimate being $41,931.70.
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The

last bids in this group to be considered were tor Maintenance,Proconsisting of sea1 coating 20 • .5 miles of Highwq u.s. 93 from
Boge~son to Godwin Comer in 'Nin Falls County. This is a State job. The
State Highway- Engineer had exercised the authority- Cgiven him by the Board
and had awarded the contract to Hoops Construction ompany- of Twin Falls,
Idaho, t.he low bidder, on August 7, 1953, in the amount of l22,i4o.oo; the
Engineer•• Eati•te bei,ng ,tJ.9,990.00. .
ject No.

94,

,---..,
I

I

I_.

. Bids for the net nine projects vere r.eceived on August 11, 1953.
The first bids. in: this, group. to be· co1111idered were for Project. lfo.
FI-1024(3), consisting ot constructing the roadway- and a plant.mix bituminous
surface on 4.6h, Id.lea: of u.s. ,30 I\ from Fall Creek to Maaaacre Roclas in
Power County. Thia project. ·is on· the State· Syatn and· is financed w1th
Federal-aid Interstate and State funds. The State Highwq Engineer had
uer.eiaec1' the authority- gl:ven h1a by the Board and had awarded th• contract
to Woodward Construction Company of Rock Springs, Wyoming, the low bidder, on
August 13, 1953 in the amount of $413,24,5.50; the Engineer•s Estimate being

ts21i,;49.;o.

'

The next bids to be considered were for Project S-2743(1), con1isting
of constructing a roadmix bituminous surface on 4.68; miles of the Artesian
~ hetween: !rtaai;an; Cit:, and u.s. ·..30 in Tv.l.n ·raJ.l.s .County. Thia project
u.; on the Collllty s,,atu.· and is; financed with Federal-aid S.condar,y and.
Co~:,.funda •.. TJle State:lighwq lngiDeer had:aarciwd'the authori.t7 -given
hi.a by the -Board and had awarded the contract to. the Bol.aea Conatn1ctioa CoaJ>&IV' of' He.Jburn, Idah0-, the'low bicicter, on August 13, 19$), in the aaount of
$28,933.SOJ the Engineer•~ Eat.imate being $31,113.00. ·
.
Bids were then considered for Project ST-3022(502), consisting of constructing co~crete sidewalks, curbs, •traffic separator• and-drainage tor a
channelized intersection at the Junction ot Highway U.S. 30 and State 51 in
Nowntain HoM,·in· Blaore,County. Thia ia'a State project. Tbe·State High..vq ID&in••r had exerciNd the authority given hi.ab:, th• Board and ud
awarded the contNct to Interaowitain COllPaJV ot Boise, Idaho, the low bidder,
mn A~at 13, 1953, in the amount ot 1.5,439.SO; the lnglneer•• Esti.Jlate being

.

$5,965.00.

·

11

.

The Xlext bids considered .were for!Maintenance Project.lfo. lll, consisting
of sea1 coating 19.1 miles of Highway u.s. 30 1., between Rupert and Batt · ,
River, in Cassia and Minidoka Counties. This ia a State project. Acting on
the autboJ;.'ity .given hill bJ}Aib.e Board, the State'Highway Engineer had -awarded
the contract"to Helaea Comtruction Ccapany. of Heybum, -Idaho, th• lOlf bidder,
on .lugut 13, l9S), in the amount ot $18,144.00J -the Engineer•• Estimate being

tl6,995.00 .
. ·

,

· ,

·

· ·

,

.

The next .bids ,to be c.onsidered .-re for Maintenance Projects 103, 104 and

l.0.5,- coqsistillg of 8Nl :coating 3.,025 111:iles of Highway u.s. 10 from coeur d • .Alene
easterly, 8.o,56 miles of Highway U.S. 95 frODl Coeur d•Alene northerly, and

18.726 miles of state Highway- 5 fro• PlW11111er-st. Maries in Kootenai and Benewah
Counties. This project is financed with State funds. The state Highway Engineer

17
L___J
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had exe~oised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract
to McAtee & ijea\he of Spokane, Washington, the low bidder, on August 13, 1953,
in the amount of $261 830.00; the Engineer•s Estimate being $33,250.00•

.

Bids were then considered for the District No. IV Maintenance Shed at
Weippe, cons:i:Sting of furnishing all materials and per£6rming all work required fo~ the construction of a Maintenance Shed for the State ot Idaho, Departll}ent of Highways, at Weippe in Clearwater County. This is a State j0b.
The State Highway Engineer had exercised the• authority given hilll by the Board,
and had awarded the contract to Prokesh & Howry, of .Boise, Idaho, the low
Bidder, on August 13, 1953, i,n the amount of $12,894.00; the Engineer•s Estimat~ b~ing $13,000.00.
The next bids considered were for the District No·. IV Maintenance Shed
at ~eed•s Bar, consisting of furnishing all materials and performing all work
required for the construction of a Maintel'\ance Shed for the State of Idaho,
Department of Highways, a.t Reed•s Bar on State Route No. 14 in Idaho County.
This is a State job. Acting on the authority given him by the Board, the
state Highway Engineer had awarded the Contract to Prokesh & Howry of Boise,
Idaho, the low bidder, on August 13, 1953, in the 8ll0unt of $11 1 786.00;. the
Engineer•s Estimate being $12,000.00.
Bids were then considered for Projects AS-4780(4) and F-4201(2), consisting of constructing the roadway and bituminous surface on 0.329 mile of
·state Highw91 No. 11, and on o.483 mile of State Highway No. 9, approaches
to the Greer Bridge, in Lewis and Clearwater Counties. These projects are on
the State System and are being financed with Federal-aid Secondaey and Primary
and State funds. The State Highw91 Engineer had exercised the authorl ty given
him by the Board, and had awarded the contract to Sather & Sons of Yardley,
Washington, the low bidder, on August 13, 1953, in the amount of $129,694.90;
the Engineer•s E,timate being $123,108.50.
There being no dissenting opinion, the Board unanimously concurred in the
action of the State Highway Engineer on the above projects •.
_Bi~ were then considered for Stockpile Project No. 91, consisting of
furnishing crushed rock and gravel • nd cover coat material in Stockpile
adjacent to Highway US-95 Alt. near Thom Creek, in Benewah County. Bids
for this project were received on August ll, 1953, and it is a State job.
·The state Highway Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded to James
Crick & Sons of Spokane, Washington, on their low bid of $40,250.00. There
being no dis~enting opinion, the recommendation of the state Highway Engineer
was adopted and the Board unanimously awarded the.contract to James Crick &
Sons. Award was made August 19, 1953.

.

Bids for the ~ext five projects were received on August 18, 1953.
The first bids to be considered ~ere for Pz=cje~t S-2811(1), consisting
of constructing the roadway and a roadmix bituminous surface on 4.167 miles
of the Base tine Road from Ganne.tt-We.s.t, in Blaine County. This project is
on the County System and is financed with Federal-aid secondary and County
funds. The State Highway Engineer recommended that the contract be awarded
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to Aslett construction Comp81J7 ot Twin Falls, Idaho, the low bidder, in the
aaount of $?1,87.3. 70; the Engtneer•s ~stimate -being $72 1 1Sl.60. The Board
adopted the recODllllendation ot the ·state Highway Engineer, and award of the
contract was made on August 20, 195.3.

,-,
1 ·_

[

The next bid8 -'to be considered were tor Project S-47$7(1), consisting
of .constructing the roadwq and a roadmix bitUll:1.nous aurtace on 1.191 miles
of the Lewiaton_Orcharda bad from :tewis-toli South, in Hes Perce Cowrt.y.
Thia pro:J,ect· is on the County System and is finanoedwith Federal-aid Secondary- and .County .!unds. •Tb• State Highway &iginwr recoaended that the
-· contract be avardatd :to .Carbon Broe~ ot Spokane, waahington, the low bidder,
in the amount of tlll,545.55; the Engineer•s Estimate -being $112,684.40.
The award to be subject, however, to concurrence ot County Officials and
Bureau of Public Roads. The Board w,.animously adopted the recomaendation
of the State. Highway Engineer, and authorized hi.a to award the contract. ·
Avard ·:was made on Augwrt 24, -19S:3.
·
'
Consideration wu·then given to the bids received f<:>r Project S-.370.3{1),
consisting· of constructing-a concrete bridge and· a roa~ bitUJlinous surface
an .2.212. miles of the .:Indian Cove Road, between the Snake River Bridge- and
Hllllllllett, in Elmore Count,-. This project ie on, the County System and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and Count7 funds. The State Highway Engineer
recoaaendN. that the contract. be awarded to the Helson Grttel Company of' Boise,
Idaho,· on thBir·low-bid of l.32,.358.10; the Engineer•s Estimate being_ $.31,940.JO.
There. being no di.ssenting opinion, the recommendation ot the state H1gm,a7 Engineer vu adopted and the Board unarrl.laeusl7 awarded th• contract· to Nelson
Gravel Company,- ftbjeetrto approval of the:Bure&u o.f Pbblic Roads and County
officials. Avard of th.ei<:ontract was •de on August 25, 1959.
.

rl

L...J

• The next bide conatl<ler•d.were for Pr&~ct,F-3281!(1), consisting of
constructing the roadway and a 4-lane.plantndx surface on 1.951·m11es of
the Old Oregon Trail, between Cole School and Fairgrounds, in Ad.a County.
This project is on the State System and is financed with Federal-aid Primary
and State funds. -The State Highway Engineer rttco. .ended that the contract be
awarded to the Asphalt Paving and Const.ruction Co., Inc. of Boise., Idaho, on
th•ir low·bid oftl34J.,850.,8$; the Engineer•• Estiaate-beingl426,6,,.oo.
There being no dissenting opini'on, the recolUl81ldation or the state H1ghwa7
Engineer vu adopted, am the Board unaninlouly" awarded the contract to ·the
Asphalt Paving and Conatruction Co., Inc. Avud was ade on :August 20, 19S'.3.
'

.

The .last bids to be ceonsidered :were ,for Project •F-3021(4), co1uristing
or coDS'tructing a plant.mix bit111dnous aurtke and widening a 31.2• concrete
bridgie on 4-.219 mil• of u.s. ,,o trom wev Plymouth-West, in Payette County-.
Thie project 111 .on the State System and is 1':Lnanced with Pederal-aid Pr±mary
and State funds. The State Highwq Engineer rec0D1111ended that the contract be
awarded to the Asphalt .Paving & Const.ruction COlll)&ny, !nc. ot Boise, Idaho,
on their low bid of $152,852.82; the Engineer•s Estimate being #163, 784.SO.
There being no questions or objections, the reconnendation of the state Highway Engineer was adopted, and the Board unaniaousl.7 awarded the contract to
the Asphalt Paving and .cons:truetion Oo.-,. Inc:.-, Award of contract was made on
August 20, l9Sl.
..

August 19-22, 1953

D

67
. The Board approved the expense account .for State Highway Engineer
Miller. Approval was also given to expense accounts of Mr. JOl'les for the
month of July in the amount of $32.80 and for Mr. Floan .for the months of
May- and July in the amount of $228.23.
Approval was given to a tentatively proposed Maintenance Agreement
with CD.adys Wayne for the Ida.ho City-Lowman road, with the understanding
that legality of the Agreement would be approved by the Assistant Attorney
General.
The Board proposed that Mr. Floan attend the dedication of the st. Maries
Bridge on September 7, but decided not to provide representation at the Soil
Conservation Convention at Idaho Falls.
The Board approved the extension of the Ar.imo-Downey project into
Downey. Work to be done without Federal-aid.
. ...•

.

THEREUPON, the Board adj a.urned until 9: 00 A.M. on Thursday, August
20, 1953.

· · · · ·
THURSDAY -

August 201 1953

The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, August 20, with all
members of the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present;.
The Board discussed an anticipated request from the Department or taw
Enforcement regarding the status of the previous law governing lengths,
widths and heights of motor vehicles, and nUJ11ber of trailed vehicles. It
was believed that the 1953 legislature had repealed the portions of the old
law applicable to these items without passing ne~ legislation. It was considered desirable for the Board of Highway Directors to set up regulations
incorporating provisions of old law, to be in effect pending reenactment or
enactment of substitute laws by the next legislature. The Department of
Motor Vehicles referred this item to the Attorney General, who had suggested
~bove regulations.
The Board approved the.State Highway Engineer 1 s proposal to provide food
storage space for the houses being constructed at Stre~ell at a cost not to
exceed $1,500 for storage space for the two houses.
The Board approved the.State Highway Engineer's proposal to complete the
plans and specifications for the District III maintenance shop at Strawberry
Glen to be advertised in the winter of 153 - 154; the State Highway ihgineer
to fix the time that seems most opportune.
The Board approved State Highway Engineer•s proposal to set up a coop.erative arrangement with the Department of Motor vehicles by which they would
send all accident reports to the Department of Highw8jys for coding, punching
and totalling, and authorized extra help for this work - prbbabl:.7 .. one clerk.
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The Board -diacussed the .propo.sal to .undertake. a highway needs stud7.
Aleo, the Bo&r<l di.scuased brief17 the nature of our cooperation with.the
aovertnoair •sic~ tttiee on Finantche, andanirequteisted tdh• State Highfwayth :&n gineer ,
to ob
n n~orma on as to
e org
za on an - peraonne1- o
e 00vernor s
Board.

l'
LJ·
·.. _
1

Th& Board ·wanted the. Highway' Department •s· needs study-to proceed, but
concentrating on State highways and County ,road needs, with little analysis
of City needs •

.Attendance at a number of out-of-state .conventions was approved as

rOllOWIJl

'. :;r. :' '. .

.

Personnel, October 4, Los Angeles - Keith Englund
National Safety Council, October 15 - 19, Chicago - D. Crofford
Planning - W.A.S.H.O. Conud.ttee, Denver - R. F •. McC07 a.rd
E. W. Equal.a
Highway. Research Boa.rd, Wuhington, n•. c... t. Erickson
W.A.S.H.o., October 7 - 9, Santa Fe - Board Members and state .
Highwq Engineer; possibly three others to be selected by
State Highway Engineer
.

A

1

A clipping regarding Finn97•s trespass on State Highwq property along
oeur d•Al.ene Lake, criticizing Highway- Department tor inac.tion was read.
he Board requested an opinion from the Assistant Attorney General u tor
the nature of our title - limited access - easement acquired previous to
present law, and opinion as to llbether criminal·cbarge wolll.d lie for damage
to s~t•· propert7.
l

A letter trom Mr. Vaden, Commissioner, Richfield Highway District requesting appoiptment at next Board meeting wu read. 1'1,.e Board agreed to
see hill, and the date waa· set for 3t00 P.M., September 19.

D
.

The Board met with. the Right-of-Way Engineer., and instructed hill to condean &ey,hold-out portions 0£ the proposed Wendell-Jerome Interstate :road
without delay, as advertising this project in September is.u.rgentl7 desired.
THEREUPON, the Boardadjoumed until 8:00 A.M. on Friday-, August 21, 1953 •
. FRIDAY - August 211

,1953

The Board reconvened at 8100 A.M. on Fridq,,.-August 21, with all manbers
of the Board1 the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary of' the Board
present.

.

The Board considered the 1954 budgets tor construction and approved the
1954 construction bud1et totaling $10,.QOS,OOO for projects on the State Primar;y
Systea, $3,615,000 for ,ti. State Secondary Systea, or a total ot tlJ,6201 000 •
,

.

.

.·'Ii' i,\

A ~ 1 ; . 1,Q,t..-1.ing $3,090,000 for a ColJllV roads F.-A.s. prograa, as submi tted by Secondary Roads Engineer Short, was given informal approval. The
above amount includes work estimated to coat $379,000, Federal-aid secondaiy
funds or $236,4.53 included in ll)proved F.A.S. programs. There is a total of
.
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$2,151,479 ($236,453 above mentioned plus $848,6()7 previously apportioned
but not obligated, and about $1,066,459 of 1955 F.Y. funds to be apportioned) Federal-aid for F.A.S. County projects.
The Board with Messrs. Miller, McCoy .and Whaley met with Mr. Eugene
Myers, Budget Director, to discuss the amount ot .llllexptnded surplus in
State Highway funds. Mr. Myers opened the discussion by stating that "the
Governor thinks that highway wo~ should be operated on a narrower cash
margin, and road improvements expedited accordingly." The Governor was
apprehensive of criticism on account of the large cash balances. Mr. Rich
and State Highway Engineer Miller explained that the highway department
presented quite a different sort of operation than other State departments
and that a considerable cash balance is ordinarily necessary. The cash
balances ordinarily include a million or more in County and City truah
funds; funds sufficient to pay contract earnings ahead of Federal-aid reimbursement, and sufficient c.ushion to take care of unexpected cash demands
incurred by reason (for instance) of unusually favorable weather speeding
up contract operations or heavy snows, cloudbursts, or floods makin~unuaual demands for maintenance funds.
A delegation from Arco, including Messrs. J. Schoonover, John O'Connell
and Fred Reich of the Butte County Chamber of Commerce, urged the improvement of State Route 22, from Arco Junction to a point about·nine miles N.E.
(to Pole Line Road), and of other important roads including Arco-Blackfoot
and Idaho Falls...Atomic Junction. The delegation had gal ned the impression
from local A.E.c. people that the $1,8001 000 made available by Congress to
the A.E.C. would be used on various special access roachl rather than on the
main arterial roads and State highways in that area. The deleg~tion was
informed that the money would be allocated to state highways; the Arco-Blackfoot road, u.s. 26 1 being of first priority in the opinion of the Board, and
that an ~greement with the A.E.C. to place the funds on u.s. 26 and u.s. 20
was anticipated.

In the afternoon, the Board with Mr. Miller, Mr. McCoy and District
Engineer Varian visited the roads in the Boise valley area west of Boise,
traversing U.S. 30 and s.R. 20 to Marsing, u.s. 95 and 30 to Ontario,
Payette and Weiser, State Highway 52, u.s. 30 and S.R. 44 to Boise.

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.M. on Saturday, August
22, 1953.
SATURDAY - Augµst 22, 1953
The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday, August 22, with Messrs.
P..ich, Jones, Miller and McCoy present • .Mr. Floan, Director from District
No. 3 was absent.
·

" Mr. Arthur Wilson, State Land Commissioner, appeared to discuss the
p•lem of roads providing access to and traversing the State Parks, citing
Heyburn Parl<: in particular. He stated that the 1949 Legislature made the
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State Land Department responsible for the maintenane• of these roads but.
appropriated little or no Jlloney for that purpose. The State Highway Department can perform the work by- agreement, which .assumed transfer of
funds to pay the costs, though the funds transferred could be merely "token
funde 11 to iaple.ment the agreement. -Th• Highway Departmen't has done the
necess1U7 work in the ·put,· aoaetilla11 without an agre.emeh~_,; particular.ly
if some emergency i ta suoh: u. snow removal had to .be do.ne ·immediately.
Costs have- not been large.1 ·. The. following pl'Dcedure torr tuwre operations
was agreed _upon as-desit:abl•s (l) the Land Depa-rtment should supply .a ·
liet 0.t: roads: within or adjacent to' the ·state; Parks, with statement or
work needed and estimated.cost, (2) the Lam Department.should present

n
I

~

their road.needs to the·Legis1atun and request•appropriation for the purpose, or (3) if. laws incorporating the previous scheme fails ot enactment,
the Land Departmnt should execute a- writ.ten qr.eement with the Department

of Highway-a, authorizing th• HighW&7 Department to do the work with '1unde
(or token tunda) proYided for in the· agreement.Mr. Rich recorded, requut from tepn weeks ot the Cattlemen&• .Association for more warning signs on State W.ghwa,- 15; Horseshoe. Bend to Banks.
The matter was referred to State Highway Engineer !or review by the Traffic

Engimew •
. . ,..._r diac.aaion ot the propoa.ed regulations governing the dimensions of motor vehicles -and- number of trailed whicles · developed a suggea-tion that Senator John Bahr~" Chai.man of Senate HiillW&1'' COJlllllittee, and
Mr. Paul Ve.moa, CbairMn of Houa•-~ghwq Committee,. be invited. to present their views as to ,the intent· of the le,gisla ture, repeal. of the. previow, -la.v on -the ! subject. ·. It ••• agreed that -.tomq, General S•lie, s

.Auost 20-,letter,and above·auggeation would be turned over to Assistant
Attorney General Shepard, fer· further report as to legal si;&tU11,•fora of
regul.a~ion approve~ and preparation of appropriate letter to Messrs. lahr
and Vernon.

·

D
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·THmtntoK, tti. !Boar¢ adjourned.until their next:regular Jll&eting on
September 16, l9S3.

I.

c. RICH ..

. Chairman, Board of Highway. Directors .
Done at Boise, Idaho

19 September 19.$3 ·
.,•• -c'f

,.., August 22, 1953
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MINUTF.S OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
September 16 - 19, 1953
According to plan, the regular September meeting of the Idaho Board of
Highway Directors was held at Idaho Falls on September 16 and 17, at Pocatello
on Se'ptember 18 and at Boise on September 19, 1953.
· · ·
Present at the meetings in Idaho Falls and Pocatello were David P. Jones,
Director from District No. 1; Roscoe C. Rich, Director from District No. 2;
Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3; Earle V. Miller, State Highway
Engineer; ·and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board.
WEDNESDAY - September 16, 1953 '
The first meeting was held at 2:00 P.M. in the office of Mr. L. E. Johnston,
Manager of the Idaho Office of the Atomic Energy Commission; the following being
present:
Roscoe c. Rich
David p. Jones
Leonard K. Floan
Earle v. Miller
N. F. McCoy
U. S. Senator Henry Dworshak
L. E. Johnston
tlifford R. Salmen, District Engineer,
Bureau of Public Roads
The main item of discussion here was the $1 1 800 1 000 item set up by recent
Federal law, authorizing the Atomic Energy Commission to spend this amount, out
of funds previously authorized, for the improveinent of public roads serving the
-~tomic Energy Commission, Arco Reactor Station operations. Information was requested by the Department of Highways as to correctness of information that the
A.E.C. proposed to reduce act~al ~llotment of funds to only $800,000, assigning
as a reason the deferral or "slowdown" of some A.E.c. operations for a year. It
developed that orders to that effect had come from the Washington, D. C. A.E.C.
Headquarters.
Senator I)Worshak, Chairman Rich and State Highway Engineer Miller stressed
that delaying the A.E.C. construction one year did not justify eliminating the
roads as they would be needed later, and probably needed as soon as the roads
could be finished even if the road work were started immediately. The A.E.C.
suggested that the $800 1 000 be ~pent on the TWin Buttes top surface and the T•rr•eton Bridge, though the Highway Board indicated its preference for the Blackfoot
Road, U.S. 26.
Apparently, the A.E.C. holds that the Chief of Transportation and the Bureau
of Public Roads must find the roads as worthy of certifi.cation under the present
public Roads defense access criteria, notwithstanding the fact that the same
Bureau of Public Roads had found previous to the new A.E.c. $1,tiOO,OOO authorization that the roads serving the Arco-A.E.C. installations did not meet such
criteria.
I

I

The Board does not want the matter of the $1,8001 000 to be dropped, as they
felt that Idaho was not getting a fair break, and neither the Board nor Senator
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Dworshak thought that the intent of Congress was being observed. They instructed the State Highway Engineer to make furtter representations to Commissioner
DuPont, with copies to Senator Dworshak for his use in presenting the •tter . •·
·again to the A."E.C. at wash~gton, possibly to the Congressional Committee.

C
.

WHEREUPON, there being no further business to come before the meeting., the
meeting w.as adjourned.

.

. .

'!'he Board then reconvened at t:tie Bonneville Hotel in Idaho Falls.'
At 3r30 P.M • ., Mr. Merland Clark of the Clark Concrete Con'struction Company
and Mr. Dale Strong of the Idei!o Concrete Products Coapany of Pocatello presented a plea for more favorable opportunity for use of concrete culverts on
State higuway li'>rk, stressing that even if CdDCrete pipe is permitted as a general alternate, size for size, with corrugated metal culverts, the requirement
that metal be used for pipe arch ("squashed" pipe) and for soldered siphon pipe
usually resulted in the entire contract 'going for metal pipe. The concrete pipe
people claimed they could compete on even basis., size for size, if concrete were
permitted in siphons and their claim accepted that round concrete pipe provided
carrying capacity equal to a "squashed" met8:1 p;1,pe of equal height.
The Board directed the State Highwa.r Engineer to investigate the matter again,
and indicat~d that they may consider ~quiring P.c.c. pipe on some projects.
At 4tOO P.M• ., the Board heard a request from Mr. Walter oi-ossenbach of the
oreentimber Road Improvement Association. He requested (1) that the County road
from the Junction with State Highwq east of Marysville, east via Indian Lake
vicin1t;y., to a connection with u.s. 89-287 in Wyoming, south of the South Entrance
to Yellowstone Park., be established as a State highway in IdahoJ (2) that repre-sentationa be made to bring about similar action by the· Wyoming Highway Depa.rtment J and (3) th•t this road be designated U.S. 20. He cited the need for doing
that soon, berore the corridor separating Yellowstone National Park and Grand ·
Teton National Park is acquired· by the Federal oovemment. He emphasized the
:Unpbrtant:e bf obtaining a public highway through that area to expedite movEment
of produce from the Snake River Valley to Wyoming. The Board agreeQ to take his
.request under advisement.

n

At 4t30 P.M., the Board met with otticials of the City of Idaho FallB and
the Idaho Falls Chanber or Commerce to discuss Highway l)epartment plans for improtiflg• traffic· tacilities at the underpass of U.S. 191 at Yellowstone Avenue.
-state Highwq Engineer Ml.ller presented a sketch layout on a photographic print
showing a proposal to provide a second railroad underpass for northbound traffic,
and a highway overpass for traffic southbound on Yellowstone Avenue desiring to
go to points in the Eastern part of the town. Mr. Rich explained that the Board
was considering the inclusion of this work in the 1954 construction budget.
The· State Highway Engineer discussed the matter of a parlcing study and agreed
t:o send Mr. McCoy'or Jllr; Equals to Idaho Falls for further review of the situation.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned.
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THURSDAY - September 17 1 1953
on Thursday, September l 7, the Board attended an "Open Forum" meeting with
the Idaho Association of County Officials and Clerks. No official actions were
taken by the Board.
FRIDAY - September 18, 1953
TIie Boa.rd reconvened Friday morning, September 18, with all members of the
Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting secretary present.
In the morning, the Board made a field trip on U.S. 91, Idaho Falls to Pocatello; revielied in the field urban proposals pending in Pocatello, and met with
City Officials (Hunter and Wilson) in Pocatello to discuss the City program and
priorities for improyement of the urban system, as outlined in the City Comis~
sion 1 s resolution of June 1, 1953.

At the State Highway Engineer's request, the City authorities agreed to make
further engineering and cost studies of the six projects listed.
The Board adjourned at 5s00 P.M., and proceeded by train to Boise.
SATURDAY - September 19, 1953
. The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday, September 19, at Boise, with
Messrs. Rich, Floan, Miller and McCoy present •. Mr. Jones, Director from District
No. 1 was absent.
The Minutes of the Board meeting held August 19 - 22, 1953 were read and
approved.
Consideration was given to the bids received on Awgust 25, September 1,and
September B, 1953. The following action was taken:
The first bids considered were for Idaho Projects S-3808(1) and S-3810(1),
consistiilg of reconditioning the existing roadbed and constructing a roadmix
bituminous surface on 2.623 miles of the Paradise Valley Road and on 4.190 miles
of the Pasadena Valley Road from Glenns Ferry-East in Elmore County. These projects are on the County road system and are financed with Federal-aid secondary
and county funds. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given
him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Aslett Construction Company of
Twin Falls, Idaho, the low bidder, on August 28, 1953, .in the amount of
$60,812.6oi the Engineer's Estimate being $72,133.40. Bids were received on
August 25, 1953.

.

.

Bids for the next six projects were received on September 1, 1953.

The first bids in this group to be considered were for Project S-3750(2) 1
consisting of constructing a 93, concrete bridge and approaches on 0.268 mile
of the Middleton-South Road, between Middleton and u.s. 20, in Canyon County.
This. project is a County job and is financed with federal-aid secondary and county
funds. The State Highway Engineer had exerclsed the authority given him by the
Board and had awarded the contract to J. o. Young & Son of Nampa, Idfulo, the low
bidder1 on Septenber 3, 1953, in the amount of $21 1 824.25; the Engineer•~ Esti.I?late
being f25,071.50.
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The next bids to be considered were to~ Project ST-2727(502), consisting
of repairing and reciecking the Rock Creek Bridge at Twin Falla, in Twin Fall.I·
County. This is a state financed project. Acting on the authority given him
by the Board., the state 'Highway Engineer had awarded the contract to Progressive Builders of Twin Falla, Idaho, the low bidder, on September 2, 1953,
in the uaount of $47,968.00; the &gineer•s EStimate being $65,Boo.oo.

D
·

. ·.

Consideration was then given to the bids received for Projects s-6n2(1)
and S-6855(1), consisting of constructing a bituminoua surface on 3.953 Jliles
of the Oalcland VaJ.ley Road and a concrete culvert and bituainous treated surface on 4.111 miles of the New Sweden Road, through Oakland Valley and from
New Sweden west, in Bonn.evj.lle County. These projects are on the Countymad
system and are. financed with Federal-aid secondary- and County funds. The State
Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had
awarded the contract to Barnhart & Wheeler Contractors, Inc. of Pocatello, Idaho,
the low bidder, on September 2, 1953, in the amount of 147,438.40; the Engineer•s
Estimate being $54,141.89.
The next bi~s considered were for Project S-3878(1), consisting of constructing the roadway and a 23.2 foot concrete bridge on 5.801 miles of the
.
Midvale-Crane creek Road between Midva1e and Crane Creek Reservoir in Washington
County. This is a County job and is being financed with Federal-aid secondary
and County funds. Acting on. the authority given hi• by the Board, the State
Highway "Engineer had awarded the contract to lfampa Asphalt & Paving Company of
Napa, Idaho, ~e low bidder,.on september.J, 1953, in the amount of $73,121.$0;
the Engineer's Estimat~ bfling.193,$93.00.

.

Bids were then considered for Projects S-4769(1) and s-4769(2), consisting
of constructing two co~crete bridges and bituainoua surfaced approaches on the
Spalding-Kendrick Highway, through Kendrick and Juliaetta, in Latah Couaty.
These projects are on the State system and are being financed with Federal-aid
se~ondaey and Sta1;e funds. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given hill by the Board an<l had awarded the contract to lenaston & Huntley
of Lewiston, Idaho, the low bidder, on September 17, 1953, in the amount ot
$l94, n2.SO; the Engineer 1s EStiute being 1211,503.1$.

D
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The~ being no dissenting opinion, the Board unaniaGusly concurred· in the
action of th, State Highway Engineer on the above projects.
The next bids to be considered were for Project s-S750(2),.consisting of
constructing roadJfay approaches and. tour concrete bridges on o.$83 mile of the1
Pin• Creek Road between Piqe Cre-k and Muonia.in Shoshone County. This is a
County project and is finanqed .with Federal-aid secondary and County funds. -Th•
State Highway Engineer reco.nnended that all bids be rejected as the low bidder
was above the ten per cent of the Engineer's Estimate, which was $74,079.80.
There bei~g no QbjectiC11s or q,iest,tpna, the Board unanimualy adopted the rec011mendation of the state Highway Engineer and all bids were rejectedJ the project
to _be read~ertised for the. September 29 bid letting•
• The last bids to pe c.on.sidered were for Projects S-6760(1) and S-6774(1),
consisting of constructing the roadbed and a roadllix bit\lld.noue surface on 6. 720
miles of the Parker-Thornton Road, Burton.Loop Section, and a roadmix bitum.i.nou~
surface on 2.257. Id.lea of the Moody Ro)ld .and EXtension, in Madison and Fre110nt
Counties. Bids for th~ proj~cta were received on September 8, l9S3. These
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projects are on the County road system and are being financed with Federal-aid
s.econdary and County funds. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the
authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Marion J. Hess
of Malad City, Idaho, the low bidder, on September 9, 1953, in the amount of
$132,498.SS; the Engineer's Estimate being $148,911.70. There being no dissenting opinion, the Board unanimously concurred in the action of the State Highway
Engineer on the above project.
The matter of condemnations was then taken under consideration, and the
following Orders were signed by the Board and approved by the state Highway Engineer under date of septernber 19, 1953,
The Board considered the report and recommendations submitted on Project

FI-2023(4) in Jerome County, and find that certain lands hereinafter described,
sought to
. uction of
such use,
owners of
of which,

be acquired for right-of-way purposes in connection with.the reconstrthe North Side Highway, between Wendell and Jerome, are. necessary for
and further, that it is determined that the Highway Department and
said lands have been unable to agree on the purchase price, as a result
said lands should be condemned as follows:

Parcel No. 16, Frank McVey and Ruth }t:Vey, his wife, are the owners.of the
N~W¼ of Section 14, Township 8 South, Range 16 East, Boise Meridian • . .
Parcel No. 19, Mary IC. Nutsch, a widow, is the owner of the S½sE¼ of Section

14, Township 8 South, Range 16 East, Boise Meridian, mortgaged to the Grace M.
Shirley Estate.

Therefore, it is ordered that the Legal Department shall file condemnation
suits in the proper Court against the owners of said property, to determine the
value thereof•
The Board considered the report and recommendations submitted on Project
F-4114(2) in Nez Perce County, and find that certain lands hereinafter described,
sought to be acquired for right-of-way purposes.in connection with the reconstruction of the North and South Highway between Lewiston and Spalding is necessary
for such use, and further, that it is.determined that the Highway Department and
owners of said lands have been unable to agree on the purchase price, as a result
of which, said lands should be condemned as follows,

.

.

Parcel No. 6, Dunclick, Inc. is the owner of Lots 2, 3, 1, B, 9, 10 and 11
of Block 10, Enterprise AQ.dition to Lewiston, mortgaged to the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation.
Parcel No. 8, Everett B. Stranahan and Luella Stranahan, his wife,.are the
owners of Block 1, Stranahan First Addition to Lewiston.
Parcel No. 22, Harold Campbell and Wilma Campbell, his wife, Harley Longfellow and Mary I. Longfellow, his wife, are the owners of a portion of Lot 2
of Section 28., Township 36 North, Range 5 West, Boise Meridian.
Therefore, it is ordered that the Legal :oepartment shall file condemnation
suits in the proper Court against the owners of said property, to determine the
value thereof •.
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The Board considered the report and recommendations submitted on Project

F-5116(3) in Bonner County, and found that certain lands hereinafter described,
sought. to be acquired for right-ot-w,q purposes in connection with the reconstl"uction of the Sandpoint Bridge approaches are necess&r7 for such use, and tur-ther, that it is determined .that the Highwq Department. and owners ot &aid .
lands have been unable to agree on the purchase price, as a result of which,
said lands should be condemned as follows:

D
__

-1·

Parcel No. 4, Claude Bailey am Marion Bailey, his wite, are the owners of
-tots 19, 20 and 21 of Block 8 and tots 21, 22 and 23 ot Block 9 or Lakeside
Place.
Tben,fore, it is ordered that the Legal Department shall file condemnation
s.uit in the proper Court against the owners of sld.d property, to determine the
-value thereof'.
··
The Board confirmed the State Highwq Engineer's proposal. to appeal the
four awards on the Malad pi-oject FI-1031.

The Board approved expenditure vouchers for moving household goods for
James H. Cairns in the U10unt of' $461.90 and for John A. Phelps in the aount
of 8184.oo •.
Approval by the Board was given. to the employment of Robert B. Hodge u
Assistant Attorney General on a half time basis.
The Board requested the state Highway Engineer and Assistant Attorney General Shepard to discuss with the Attorney oeneral the per diem ensployment of
competent local lawyers to tr,- condemnation cases.

D
_-:.

A report rrom Regional Forester Olsen regarding the maintenance of the Bogus
Basin Road was then read.

The Board discussed with Mr. A. Pe Bunderaon, Superintend•t of Idaho State
Police and Assistant Attorne7 General Shepard the proposed regulation to control
vehicle sizes and vehiclular •trains". Mr. Shepard believed that regulation :mil'
not be legal but would probably be effective in the interia peading next legislature. Mr:-. Rich wants regulation to follow :Ntquirementa of oil.cl law (llttich aeeas
to have been inadvertently rescinded), to have Mr. Bunderaon and Mr. Shepard
review and check with SJqflie, and have regulation drafted and reaq in November
for action in December or January; probably the latter.
Mr. Shepard stated that he thought the regulation could apply- only- to State
highway11 •. He stated that Counties could pass similar legislation,but dwbWd
that they would.

Th• Board then met with John Corlett of the Boise nstateaan• and discussed
infor.ull.y the OWyhee County- Bond Road, attendance.of Idaho Highw9' Officials at
out of state meetings, and other •tters of public interest.
The Board approved, for submission to the Governor, Out-of-State Travel Requeat.- for attendance of the three Board members and State Highway- ~ineer at
the meeting of the Westem Association of State Highway Officials •.
September 19, 1953
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The Board approved the design of entrance si1,ns at State line, with slight
modifications;. the sign to read: "Welcome to Idaho - The Gem State", with u.s.
shield on the Panhandle; the sign to be shaped like the state and preferably of
concrete• The exact dimensions were not fixed.
The Board discussed with Mr. Bunderson the additional room desired at the
Port of Entry stations. The Board requested a written request from Mr-. SUIIIJllers,
Commissioner of Law Enforcement, justifying the added room, listing sites where
.most needed and placing priorities on all of them. Mr. Bunderson was apprehensive
as to facilities needed for registering new trucks.
The Board discussed briefiy with state Highway Engineer Miller and Bridge
Engineer Albrethsen the public Hearing to be held October 10 at Sampoint by u.s.
Army Engineers.. to. consider navigation clearances for the Sandpoint Bridge.
The proposed Maintenance Budget and the proposed Survey and Right-of-Way
Budget for 1954 were reviewed brieny. Action was deferred until the October
meeting.
The Board read a Resolution dated August 10, l9pJ from the Clark County
Commissioners requesting further improvement of State Route 22 from Dubois West
to Lidy Hot Springs. Action on the resolution was deferred for further consideration when traffic demands justify.
.•

State Highway Engineer Miller read a letter from L. L. Weeks, Secretary of
the Idaho Automobile Dealers Association, advising that the Idaho Automobile
Dealers Association will be glad to· cooperate with the Idaho Department of Highways and Board of Highway Directors in a program to better Idaho highways.

c.

The Board then discussed the letter dated September 3 from Regional Forester
J. Olsen to Chairman Rich stating Forest Service's obligations and policies

with respect to maintenance of the Bogus Basin Road. In summary, the Forest Service kas maintained the road (by blading in spring maintenance) from the Forest
· Boundary ( also the Boise-Ada County line) easterly to Bogus Basin; Ada County has
.maintained from Boise to the Boise County line, but the Forest Service has no
funds that could be used for snow removal to keep roa4s-open far public-travel.
The letter was filed with the state Highway Engineer for his information.
The State Highw:3¥ Engineer read to the Board a letter dated September 5 from
the secretary of the Ql.enns Ferry Chamber of Commerce with regard to the relocation of U.S. JO through the town. The Board requested that a further study be
made regarding costs of separation facilities at Elriore street - 1 way vs. 2 way acceleration lanes as well as the feasibility of the other Chamber of Commerce
requests. The State Highway Engineer stressed the possible importance of not
preventing the town's growth to the North.
With respect to request for travel authority for the Traffic Engineer to
Buffalo, the Board decided to let the State Highway Engineer decide whether this
authority or one for the Safety Director to Chicago would be approved, but not~:
both.
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The Richfield Highway District presented a request for the addition of a
ro~ f'ro• the end of' the Richfield Spur westerly. to the Ice caves. The Board
refused to consider it as a state Highway but did agree to present it to the
Bureau of Public Roads as a County Federal-aid Seconiary•. With respec~ to the
elimination of the Richfield Spur frDlll the State Highway System., the Highway
District would coI1&ider auch action if the Northerly three Jll:i.les is improved
_and ~ved.. It appears that this matter of snow remval c.an be handled by the
Highway District•• V-plows except when snow is unusually heavy., in which case
the Highway Department co.uld S.).Jl)ply a S_nogo on a cost basis. The State Highwa;y
Fngineer was ill&tructed to ar;range for the Secondary Road& Enginee·r to inspect
the proposed extension promptly.
. .
A delegation representing the "Worth Side Coaunities., Incorporate~" then
met wij;h the Board. The delegation included John Hos11111 and w. B. Churchman of
Jerome., Abe Loewen and L. o. Burress of Gooding., and o. N. Garrett of Fairfield.
~

J

;

•

I

The delegation requeated better signing at the Junction ot state Route 2S
and u.s. Highway 26., eut ot Bliss. The Board directed tJ,e State Highwq Engineer and the Traffic Engineer to study the problem and determine what., if ~.,
impro'V9l~t can,be effected.
The delegation alao requested that State Route 25 from Jiupert to Bliss be
designated u.s. 30 N• ., and presented a resolution to;that effect., with letten
signed by the Chambers of CoJlllllerce of Fairfield., Rupert., Jero111e and Cloodiqi.,
citing that St,te 2; iiow. provide• the smrteet., fastest and 1 . .t hazudoua
route through the Snake Ri.Yer V:alley. 1lle Board refused to make an immedl.ate
decisio-1 \nit dir•e-ted the State HighWl!lr Engineer to stllldy the :it.ea careful]¥
and male• a reco.llft8nd-ation. The Board effll)haeiaed the tact that final approval
rested with the Executive Committee ot the A.A.s.H.o. who was generally opposed

D
·

to "ilteraate Rout"•"
Locating Epg:l.neer Johnson presented ups which the Board approved, showiqi
proposed relocatiol) ;f>! u.s. 20-191, w-1t ot the Ashton Buaiaesa, District, incl.\Kiing specifical.i,- the ue of the present count:, road with 120 feet width ot righto.t-vay j1'st veat of the hip echo9l. Hi• up ehoving proposed relocation ot u.s.
39 N., u.s. 30 s., and u.s. 30., North am East of Burley.,, including a new location f o:r the Heybum Bridge was also approffd. ·
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular ••tl.ng in October.,
the exact date to be announced later.

Cb&irnlc, Bo.ard o.f Highvlf( Directors
Done at Boise., Idaho
October 21., 1953
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
WEDNESDAY - October 21, 1953
The regular meeting of the Idaho Boarq of Highway Directors was convened at
603 Main Street, Boise, at 9:00 P.M. on Wednesday, October 21, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, Director from District No. 1; Roscoe c. Rich,
Director from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3;
Earle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting
Secretary of the Board.
The Board discussed informally a number of items aff~cting highway procedures
and policies and then proceeded to the regular agenda.
The Minutes of the Boarµ meeting held September 16 - 19, 1953 were read and
approved.
The Board reviewed the results of the Bid openings held September 29, October

6, October 13 and October 20, and the following action was taken:
The first bids consid~red were for Project No. F-5121(2), consisting of constructing the roadway and a road.mix bituminous surface on 2.221 miles of the Clarks
Fork Highway in Bonner County. This is a Federal-aid Primary and State participation
project. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the
Board and had awarded the contract to Clifton & Applegate of Yardley, Washington,
the low bidder, on October 2, 1953, in the amount of $372,106.20; the Engineer's
Estimi:1.te being $3hl,839.00
The next bids to be considered were for Project No. S-5750(2), consistj.ng of
constructing roadway approaches and four concrete bridges on 0.583 mile of the Pine
Creek Road between Pine Creek and !1asonia in Shoshone County. This project is on
the County System and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and County funds. Acting
on the authority given him by the Board, the State Highway Engineer had awarded the
contract to Hansen & Parr Construction Company of Spokane, Washington, the low
bidder, on October 2,.1953, in the amount of $89,828.30; the Engineer's Estimate
being ~83,079.80.
Bids for these two projects.were received on September 29, 1953.
Bids for the next t¥o projects were received on October 6, 1953.

.

.

Consideration was then given to the bids received for Project No. F-2391(4),
consisting of constructing the roadway and a bituminous surface treatment on 7.231
miles of U.S. 93 from .:-ieteor to Point Ranch in Twin Falls County. This project is
on the State system and is financed wlth Federal-aid Primary and State funds. The
State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had
awarded the contract to Peter Kiewit Sons• Company of Idaho Falls, Idaho, the low
bidder, on October 8, 1953, in the amount of $412,180.00; the Engineer's Estimate
being $415,879.50.
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The next bids to be considered were for Project No. S-1721(1), consisting of
constructing the roadway and a roadmix bituminous surface on 5.191 miles of the
Roosevelt Highway from Springfield East and West in Bingham County. This project
is on the State system and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and State funds.
The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and
had awarded the contract to the Twin Falls Construction Company of Twin Falls, Idaho,
the low bidder, on October 8, 1953, in the amount of $235,935.50; the Engineer's
Estimate being $274,611.65.

:n
•
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Bids for the next project were received on October l3, 1953.

t

Consideration was given to the bids received for Project ST-1024(504), consisting of constructing the roadway and a roadmix bituminous surface on 0.652 mile
of US-30 N. from Pocatello-West in BaMock County. This is a State financed project.
Acting on the authority given him by the Board, the State Highway Engineer had
awarded the contract to the Western Construction Company of Pocatello, Idaho, the low
bidder, on october 14, 1953, in the amount of $39,223.00; the Engineer•s Estimate
being $53,326.60.
There being no dissenting opinion, the Board unanimously concurred in the actlon
of the state Highway Engineer on the above projects.
The last bids to be considered were for Project No. S-3785(1), consisting of
constructing 71 foot and 315 foot concrete bridges and approaches on 0.294 mile of
the Barber Road across the Ridenbaugh Canal and Boise River at-Barber in Ada County.
Bids were received for this project on October 20, 1953. It is on the County system
and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and County funds. The State Highway
Engineer recommended- that this contract be awarded to QuiM Bros. & Robbins of
Boise, on their low bid of $77,470.38; the Engineer's Estillate being $82,lh7 .50;
the award subject, however, to concurrence by the Bureau of Public Roads and Ada
County. There being no questions or objections, the recommendation of the State
Highway Engineer was adopted, and the Board unanimously ordered the award of the
contract to Quinn Bros. & Robbins, when concurred in by the above. The contract
was awarded October 22, 1953.

D
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The Board approved expense claims for moving household goods for Norman c.
Tallmadge from Bonners Ferry to Weiser, in the amount of $81.58; for H.B. Sternberg
from Shoshone to Rigby, in the amount of $172.79; and for Jack Miles.from Blackfoot
to Jerome, in the amount ofJ.21.00. Expense accounts for members of the Board and
State Highway-Engineer were reviewed and approved. Expense claims for the members
of the Board were approved in the following amounts: Mr. Rich - $312.09 for the
months of August, September and October; Mr. Floan - $112.30 for the months of August,
and September; and Mr. Jones - $125.16 for the months of August, September and
October.
The matter of condemnations was then taken under consideration, and the following
Orders were signed by all members of the Board and Approved by the State Highway
Engineer under date of octobtr 21, 1953:
The Board, having considered the report.and recommendations submitted on Project
F-5116(3) find that certain lands hereinafter described, sought to be acquired for
right-of-way purposes in connection with the reconstruction of the Sandpoint Bridge
Approaches is necessary for such use, and further, that it is determined that the
o··
highway department and owner of said lands have been unable to agree on the purchase
price, as a result of which, said lands should be condemned as follows:
October
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Parcel No. 2, Doris Buck, a divorced woman, is the owner of a portion of Lot J
and the SE-¼NW¾ of Section 2, Township 56 North, Range 2 West, Boise Meridian.
Therefore, it is Ordered that the Legal Department shall file a condemnation
suit in the proper Court against the owner of said property, to determine the value
thereof.
The Board, having considered the report and recommendaions submitted on Project
F-h114(2) find that certain lands hereinafter described, sought to be acquired for

right-of-way purposes in connection with the reconstruction of the North and South
Highway between Lewiston and Spalding is necesary for such use, and further, that
it is determined that the Highway Department and owners of said lands have been unable
to agree on the purchase price, as a result of which, said lands should be condemned
as follows:
Parcel No. 33, Ralph D. Vernon; Ralph D. Vernon, Administrator of the Estate of
Olive Vernon; Russel Vernon and Lillian D. Vernon, his wife; Maul Pendell and C.R.
Pendell, her husband; J. R. Vernon and Julia B. Vernon, his wife; E. M. Fuqua and
Cassie Fuqua, original lessees; Louis A. Conrad and Helen Conrad, purchasers by
bill of sale from Fuquas; Helen Conrad, Administratrix of Estate of L.A. Conrad;
True 1 s Oil Company and Don Moe, are the owners and lessees of a portion of tot 2,
Section 27, Township 36 North, Range 5 West, Boise Meridian.
Therefore, it is Ordered that the Legal Department shall file a condemnation
suit in the proper Court against the owners of said property to determine the value
thereof.

A letter dated October 1, 1953 from A. C. Clark, Deputy Commissioner, Bureau
of Public Roads, written in reply to the State Highway Engineer's September 25 letter
regarding use of $1,800,000 authorized by Congress for roads serving the National
Reactor Testing Station, west of Idaho FaJ.].s, was read. No action was taken.
The Board reviewed with the State Highway Engineer and the Right-of-Way Engineer
the settlements for the Wendell-Jerome Highway (State Highway No. 25), and for the
Lewiston~East section of U.S. Highway 95. The Board approved the actions taken but
suggested that two or more comparative, independent estimates be obtained when a large
building removal operation is involved, as the Drive-In theatre East of Lewiston.
The Board discussed the need for more Right-of-Way men, including appraisers, and methods for recruiting and training them. The Board also declared that the Department
of Highways should engage on per diem basis local lawyers of high standing to try
condemnation cases.
Resolution No. 1 of the W.A.S.H.O., ureing that the Department of Commerce,
the U. s. Bureau of the Budget and the appropriate appropriation Committee of the
Congress take necessary steps to effect appropriation of $30,900,000 authorized for
the 1953-1954 fiscal year Forest Highway Funds, and $22,500,000 of the 1955 fiscal
year authorization, was read • .The State Highway Engineer informed the Board that
he would transmit the Resolution as President of the W.A.S.H.O. The Board directed
that copies be sent to Senator Dworshak and the other Idaro Congressional delegation.
A letter from Mayor Gardner of Coeur d. 1 Alene, advisin~ that citizens and officials of the City were in general agreement with the Department of Highways' proposal
for a "bypass" or "expressway" in the Northeast quadrant of the City, was read by the
State Highway Engineer. The State Highway Engineer informed the Board that he expected
to reach tentative decisions soon as to details of location, standards of design, width
of right-or-way and estimated costs, and type of access rights to be acquired. It was
agreed that a meeting between City officials and the Board of Highway Directors would
be held in the spring of 1954.
October
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A letter from the Commissioner or taw Enforcement requesting a 12 X 16 addition
to the Ports of Entry Buildings at Beech's Corner, McCammon and Hollister was read.
The Board approved $3,000 for each of these three buildings to be included in the
1954 Budget.
Letter from S. E. Brady requesting that the Big Springs Loop, South and East
of Mack's Inn in Fremont County, be added to the State Highway System was read.
The Board's decision was that this road should not be added to the State highway
system.

0

The Board read a letter from caribou County Commissioners requesting that the
old steel salvaged from the bridge (2 - 120 1 spans} over Bear River (Franklin County)
be turned over to them for use. This ~as considered later in connection with a similar
request from the Franklin County Commissioners, reported elsewhere in these Minutes.
While no decision as to recipient was reached, the Board decided at this time not to
charge for the transfer of such structures, and in general to give surplus structures
. to.Counties that can make the most beneficial use of them. Possibly each Collllty
can make beneficial use of one span~ The State Highway.Engineer was instructed to
write both Counties to that effect.
The Board approved a proposal from the State Highway Engineer that Bids
for the Strawberry Glen Maintenance Shop Building be advettised for opening either
on November 17 or November 20, including the overhead crane and all work estimated
by the Architects at-$286,000.
The Board agreed that one Board member, the State Highway Engineer and two
employees of the Department of Highways, to be designated by the State Highway Engineer,
be authorized (subject to the Governor's approval) to attend the A.A.S.H.O. Convention □
at Pittsburgh, Novffllber 11, 12 and 13. The Board requested the State Highway Engineer·· ·
to include in future budgets an item for Out-of-State travel and to obtain from the
. ·.
Accour;iting Department a statement of such costs for the past two years.
The Board decided not to send a representative from the department to the meeting
of The Council of.State Governments, Western Regional Conference, to be held Novanber 18 and 19 at Los Angeles. It was suggested, however, that the matter be called
to the attention of Mr. Paul Vernon, who could represent the State as Chairman of
t}J.e House Highway Commit tee.
The Board reviewed and approved the Construction Budget for 1954, including
projects to be carried over from the ,53 Budget, some additional projects and revisions and modifications in items previously approved. The Board also approved
the-1954 Survey and Right-of-Way Budget and the 1954 Contract Maintenance Budget,
after transferring the larger items to the Construction Budget •.

Mr. Rich requested the State Highway Engineer to complete location investigations
of the State highway system through .Montpelier and make final detel'lllination. of the
routing of U.S. JON. and U.S. 89 through that City • .

.

.

.

The Board approved a proposal from the State Highway Engineer that the Urban

Engineer be transferred from the Engineering Division to the Planning Division.
The Board also approved a proposal of the State Highway Engineer that a general
policy be developed with respect to right-of-way widths in urban areas, obtaining
of access rights, and provision for side-service roads. It .was agreed that the use
of the term "Bypass" should be discouraged; "Expressway" being preferable.

October 12 1 1953
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The State Highway Engineer reported the decision of the U.S. Army Engineers
regarding the proposed new Sandpoint Bridge. Two protestants demanded greate4 vertical and horizontal clearances; the result being that the U.s. Army Engineers are
demanding a draw span which would co~t about $17~,000. The State Highway En~ineer
has written the two protestants, Mr. Kennedy (Pile Driver) and Diamond Match Company
(log "brails") to see if arrangements cannot be made to satisfy them without the
draw span.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.~1. on.Thursday, October 22, 1953.
THURSDAY - October 22, 1953
The Board reconvened at 9: 00 A. ?·1. on Th1;.rsday, October 22, with all members
of the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present.
During the morning session various routine matters were discussed.
In the afternoon, the Board received by appointment the Franklin County Board
of Commissioners who appeared principally to request that the abandoned Bear River
Bridge at Cleveland be turned over to the County and reset at a strea~ crossing
North of the town of "Mink r:reek". The Board took no action; plans to make decision
at November meeting in corue:tion with Caribou County•s request for the same abandoned
structure. The delegation included C. L. Swenson, Wm. E. Crane, D. A. Nash and
Angus Condie, Chainnan. The Board discussed.informally with them the possibility
that Congress m~y not appropriate Forest Highway Funds, which are needed for the
Strawberry-Sharon road. State plans respecting the Preston-Dayton road, the GracePreston road, and the Clifton-Weston road were also discussed.
delegation from the Twin Falls Chamber of Commerce, representing also the
Magic Valley U.S. 30 Pssociation, appeared. The delegation included the following:
E. Pugmire of Hagerman, Howard Moffat, Secretary, Twin Falls Chamber of Commerce,
Barney Carlson, N. V. Sharp, and Morris Eckert of Twin Falls. Their main discussion
referred to request by citizens living along State Highway 25 to have it ~lasified.
as U.S. 30 N. from Rupert to Bliss, which this delegation opposed. No action was
taken. The Board heard their argument that such designati)n was premature. The
delegatton also asked that improvement of present U.S. 30, Twin Falls to Bliss, be
progressed at same rate as State 25. Mr. Rich advised them ttat the Board was considering programming a new bridge and approaches, replacing existing Malad River
Bridge on U.S. 30, Northwest of Hagerman, for the 1954 Construction Budget.
A

A delegation representing business interests on U.S. 30, West of Boise, cited
hardships caused them by the current construction between Fairgrounds and Cole School.
The delegation included E. L. Annin (spokesman), storekeeper; Mrs. Garner ( assistant
spokesman), Boise Motel; Al Travelstead, Howdy Pardner .Drive Inn; and Tom Brown,
Pumice Products. They complained of alleged needless closing of road with accompanying
loss of business.• They wanted to know what they could expect in future during the
remainder of the construction. They were informed by District Engineer Varian and
Resident Engineer Anderson that previous closings, while pipe was installed, were
unavoidable, and that the road could not be completed without some inconvenience.
The State Highway Engineer pointed out that the abutting property owners were obtaining essentially a new street withJut cost to them. The delegation was assured
that future closings would be held tQ a minimum but some were unavoidable, particularly durinr, reconstruction of the base and the new top surfacing, even though
pavement would be laid one side at a time. The Board requested thatweek-end closures
be avoided.
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A delegation r.epresenting State Highway 15 and U.S. 95 in Adams, Boise and Valley
Counties appeared mainly to inquire about the department of highway's plans for snow
removal. The delegation included Senators Freeman, Morgan and Huff and Representativen
..
Paris. Senator Freeman acted as spokesman and seemed quite apprehensive about 1953•54 snow removal plans. He was assured that the department had more equipment
I .·
than ever before and that the delegation should feel confident that the problem would~,
be well handled. The Maintenance Engineer said that the patrol system was new and
there might be some initial "bugs" to eliminate, but he anticipated no great trouble
if nonna1 weather prevailed. Maintenance patrolmen have been authorized to hire men
and rent equipment as needed to meet unusual situations. A principal danger was
that patrolmen unduly anxious to avoid expense might refrain too long from getting
men and equipment. The Maintenance Engineer stated that a careful check would be
made to insure that each maintenance man had a telephone.
!

Senator Freeman criticized some employees of the department rather harshly.
The Board did not subscribe to his views, generally expressing their opinion that
the quality of maintenance was improving and that the new patrol section scheme
has promoted efficiency.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.M. on Friday, October 23, 1953.

FRIDAY - October 23 1 1953
The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Friday, October 2J, with all members of
the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present.
The Board devoted the morning to the discussion-of a number of items presented
by the State Highway Engineer.
The Assistant Attorney General presented Opinion or OCtober 22.from the Attorney General's office that the Board had the legal authority to promulgate a regulation to be effective January 1, 1954, setting length-width-height minima for
vehicles. The Board thereupon instructed the State Highway Engineer to present the
Regulation to the Board at the November meeting. The Regulation would• follQW•the
old law., would be enacted at the November meeting to be e.f'fective January:. l, •and
the official minutes and subsequent press release were to cite the Opinion.

D

The Board read and ordered filed a letter dated October 21, 1953, f'rom Governor
Jordan discussing utilization of State highway funds.
The Board read and or.dered filed a resolution dated October 13, 1953, from the
International Four State Highway Association.
Mr. Floan proposed, Mr. Rich and Mr. Jones concurring, that the policy be established to acquire all rights-of-way in fee simple and that the Department of
Highways be so instructed.
Senator John Bahr of Camas County appeared and requested that the location of
St.ate Highway 46, extending southerly from the junction East of Fairfield, follow
the present routing (5-mile comer) rather than a routing one mile westerly therefrom (4-mile corner). The highway department had adopted the 4-mile location. and
were willing to consider the ,County•s desires. The County official.a had not objected to the 4-mile location. The State Highway Engineer agreed to stucv the item
further. Senator Bair also urged that State Highway 22 be improved from Fairfield
easterly to a junction with U.S. 93. The Board indicated that it was giving favorable consideration to setting up a 3-year program for the construction of this gap.
October 23, 1953
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In the afternoon, the Board met with Senator Henry Dworshak, u. S. Forest Service
Officials, and representRtives of the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads. The following
were present:

R. C. Rich
L. K. Floan
D. P. Jones
E. V. Miller

N. F. McCoy
A. Sherwood
Henry Dworshak, U.S. Senator
c. J. Olsen, Regional Forester, Ogden
P. D. Hanson, Regional :forester, Missoula
A. L. /mderson, Regional Engineer, Ogden
n. R. J_;nes, Regional Engineer, Missoula
L. Moncrief, Assistant Regional Forester, Ogden
H. D. Flock, U.S. Forest Supervisor, Boise
.
c. R. Salmen, District Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads
E. L. Jordan, Highway Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads
Senator Dworshak mentioned complaint of Lewiston people regarding (1) failure
of the Grave Creek Beetle Control Pccess Project on State Highway 9, East of Lowell,
to materialize (2) Clearwater Valley residencies are complaining about provisions
made to process Idaho timber in Montana rather than developing the payrolls in Idaho.
Mr. Rich mentioned apparent conflict of interests in the demarxis of traffic on
state highways and the demands for access to National Forests. He maintained that
most Forest Highway Funds should be allocated to main State highways.
Mr. Hanson explained the demands on the Forest Service for Forest Development
Roads, the large mileage and small allocation of funds, and that the Forest Service
did little more than maintain ~~e- Forest Development Roads. They had no funds for
making substantial improvements and were not in a position financially to make adequate improvement of roads that served communities, with appreciable volwnes of
traffic, other than the National Forests' needs. Mr. Hanson also explained the
failure of the Lochsa Bug Control Pccess Project to go forward, and refuted Senator
Dworshak's claim that the u. S. Forest Service was "partial to Montana." Mr. Hanson
said that economics determined the direction of haul of forest products.
There followed a thorough discussion of the procedures and policies governing
the programming of Forest Highway Funds, design standards and financing. The need
was stressed for adequate presentations to the Bureau of the Budget, the Appropriations Committees of Congress, and the Highway Sub-Committees of Congress to the end
that the 1 54 and 1 55 funds authorized by the 1952 Federal Highway Act be appropriated
in full, in line with the W.1'.• S.H.O. recommendations. It was rumored that the Bureau
of the Bud 6 et and Congressional Committees planned to reduce the appropriation far
below the authorization.
In the general discussions, Mr. Rich stated his belief that Forest Highway Funds
should be used mainly for serving main traffic movements on the more important highways - usually State highways - traversing the National Forests, rather than on roads
serving mainly Forest Administration purposes. The Forest men took the position
that roads servi~g community purposes in forest areas could not be adequately served
by Forest Development Funds on account of their being so insufficient in amount, and
that recourse to Forest Highway Funds seemed the only solution for such roads. They
conceded that Federal-aid Secondary and County funds might serve the purpose.
October 23, 1953
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The general conclusion was that all funds available for roads traversing or
serving the forests were woefully meager. · The current estimate for completing the
Forest Highway System is about seventy-five million dollars for which slightly 1110re
than two million dollars is apportioned annually from current authorizations; the
Forest Development Program is sufficient for maintenance enly, and the State has but
ten million dollars, including Federal-aid available for State highways against an
estimate as high maybe as three hundred or four hundred million dollars to complete.
One of the conferees said "there is nothing in the proble.m that can•t be cured by
more money."
After adjournment of the Forest Highway-Meeting, the Board discussed the proposal of the Highway Users Conference for a "Highway Management" course, as outlined
in a letter dated September 25 from Mr. Roy E. Jorgensen to Mr. Miller.
The Board accepted the State Highway Engineer•s propesal for a "guinea pig"'
aerial survey, and approved the budgeting of $35,000 for the-Lava-Alexander relocation of U.S. 30 N.
The plea of the Clark Concrete Culvert Pipe Company for·a more favorable deal
for concrete pipe was read and held for the next session of the Board.
The Board read a memorandum. from the Planning Officer, reporting on a conference
with Senator Murdock, who requested that the next section of State Highway 39,
Blackfoot-Springfield-American Falls, incl~de the S-mile East-West section running
straight west from Riverside. This request seemed to be consistent with the approved
1954 Conistruction Budget.
THEREUPON 1 the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting, which was set
for November 19, 20 and 21, starting at 1:30 P.M. on November 19.

D

R.c.Ric~

Chairman, Board of Highway Directors

Done at Boise, Idaho
November 17, 1953

October 2.3, 1953
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
November 17 - 19, 1953
The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors was convened at

603 Main Street, Boise, at 1:30 P.M. on Tuesday, November 17, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, Director from District No. l; Roscoe C. Rich,
Director from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3;
Earle v. Miller, State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting
Secretary of the Board.
The Board discussed with E. L. Mathes, Traffic Engineer, the matter of establishment of Special Speed Limits and parking regulations; in particular, the matter of
diagonal parking. Mr. Mathes advised that angle parking was not permitted by the
new traffic law unless the Board passes a definite regulation permitting it. The
Board accepted the Traffic Engineer•s suggestion that the Department send a letter
to all communities advising them the effecti~e date of the new law, with a brief
statement of its requirements. The Board announced as a policy the desirability
of negotiating proposed agreements relative to speeds and parking rather than by
arbitrary action.
The Board discussed with the State Highway Engineer the matter of a possible
meeting of Western Governors and.Western Highway Officials in mid-December. It
has been generally agreed by the Highway Engineers of the Western States that such
a joint meeting would be desirable but should be requested by the Governors; not by
the Highway Administrators. It had also been agreed that each Highway Administrator
could discuss the meeting individually with-his own Governor, and would attend such
a meeting.if requested by the Governor. Mr. Floan suggested that the Governor be
informed (1) of the tie, if any, between the Federal Gas Tax and the amount of the
Federal Highway authorizations; (2) of what would probably happen to continuance of
Federal-aid if the Federal Gas Tax were abolished.
The State Highwa✓ Engineer read the A.A,S.H.O. resolution regarding Federalaid - total $900,000,000 - distributed as follows: Interstate, $250,000,000;
Primary, $292,500,000; Secondary, $195,ooo,ooo; Urban, $162,500,000, with a permissible interchange of~ 25% between Primary and Secondary; a 25% - 75%•+- sliding
scale on Interstate, which.would be apportioned on basis of population. Proportional increase in authorizations to roads serving National Forests,•Parks and Federal Reservations were urged.
The State Highway.Engineer discussed the conferences at the A.A.S.H.O. convention
with members of the Public Works Committee in Congress, and discussed with Commissioner
Du Pont regarding anticipated decreases, and increases desired by Western States in
the Forest Highway appropriation. It appeared desirable to appeal to the Idaho
Congressional delegation to support the Forest Highway appropriation. tetters from
Congressman McGregor.(November 12) and Congressman Dondero (November 15) in regard
to the W.A.S.H.O. resolution pertaining to the Forest Highway appropriation were
read. No action was necessary.
The Board was informed that Senator Dworsh~ would urge the A.E.C. in Washington
to make. the full $1,800,000 available for State highways serving the Arco National
Reactor Testing Station. The State Highway Engineer informed the Board that the need
for completing the Blackfoot-Arco road was much more urgent than final paving of U.S. 20,
(the Twin Buttes Highway) on which the-bituminous surface treatment was standing up
well. The Board read Congresswoman Pfo~t•s November 3 letter advising of ·certification of U.S. 20 and bridges on U.S. 28 near Terreton as important to the National
Defense.
~'ove'Tiber 17-19,
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The Board reviewed and approved the 1954 Budget for Construction, Contract
Maintenance, Surveys and Advance Right-of-Way. Press Release covering this Budget
was also approved for publication on Wednesday, November 25.
The Minutes of the Board meeting held October 21 - 23, 1953, were read and approved.
The Board reviewed the results of the bid openings held October 27, November

3, November 10, and November 17, 1953, and the followin~ action was taken:

The first bids considered were for Project S-6725(2), consisting of constructing a bituminous surface on 6.976 miles of the First Street-Iona Road, from Iona
North and South, in Bonneville County. Bids were received for this project on October 27. This project is on the County system and is financed with Federal-aid
Secondary and County funds. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authori-cy
given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Burggraf Construction Company
of Idaho Falls, the low bidder, on October 28, 1953, in the amount of $56,790.10;
the Engineer's Estimate being $66,$59.15.
Bids for the next project were received on November 3. Bids under considerati0n
were for Project FI-2023(4), consisting of constructing the roadway and a bituminous
surface treatment on 5.767 miles of the North Side Highway, between Wendell and Jerome,
in Gooding and Jerome Counties. This project is on the Interstate Systen,. and is
financed with Federal-aid Primary and State funds. Acting on the authority given
him by the Board, the State Highway Engineer had awarded the contract to L. T. Johnson
Construction Company of Ogden, Utah, the low bidder, on November·4, 1953, in the
amount of $476,781.50; the Engineer's Estimate being $553,534.,o.
Bids for the next three projects were received on November 10, 1953.
The first bids in this group to be considered were for Project S-4782(1),
consisting of constructing the roadway, a roadmix bituminous surface and a 25.6
foot concrete bridge on 6.132 miles of the Orofino-Whiskey Creek Road, between Orofino and Grangemont, in Clearwater County. This project is on the County System
and is fipanced with Federal-aid Secondary and County funds. The State Highway
Engineer had exercised.the authority 5iven him by the Board and had awarded the
contract to .J. F. Konen Construction Company, Inc. of Lewiston, Idaho, the low
bidder, on.'Wovember 13, 19.53, in the amount of $291,169.55; the Engineer's Estimate
being $29Si238.00

0

The next bids to be considered were for Project S-4743(2), consisting of constructi~g_the r9adway and a roadmix bituminous surface on 7.380 miles of the Nez
Perce Highway, between Mohl~r and Nez Perce, in Lewis County. This is a Federalaid Secondary and State participation project. The State Highway Engineer had exercised the authority given him by the Board and had awarded the contract to Tony
Marrazzo Comp¥ty of Boise, Idaho, the low bidder, on November 13, 1953, in the
amount of $594,530.10; the Engineer's Estimate being $611,676.70.
Consideration was given to the bids received for Project S-1805 (1), consisting
of constructing the roadway and a bituminous surface treated surface on 4.281 miles
of the Bern _Rqaq from Montpelier to Bern, in Bear Lake County. This project is on
the County System and is financed with Federal-aid Secondary and County funds. The
State Highway Engineer, acting on the authority given him by the Board, had awarded
the contract to Germer, Abbott & Waldron of Tremonton,. Utah, the low bidder, on
November 13, 1953, in the amount of $94,970.50; the Engineer's Estimate being
$109,735.00.
November 17-19, 1953
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Trere being no questions or objections, the Board unanimously acquiesced in the
action of the State Highway Engineer on the above projects.
The last bids to be considered were received on November 17 and were for Project
F-4113(2), consisting of ccnstnicting the roadway and a bituminous surface treatment
on 2.424 miles of the North ruid South Highway, between Grangeville and Fenn, in Idaho
County. This is a Federal-aid Primary and State participation project. The State
Highway Engineer recommended that this contract be awarded to Frank Baulne of Yardley,
Washington, on the low bid of $266,196.00; the Engineer's Estimate being $289,888.oo,
the award subject, however, to concurrence by the Bureau of Public Roads. There being
no dissenting opinion, the recommendation of the State Highway Engineer was adopted,
and the Board unanimously ordered the award of the contract to Frank Baulne, when concurred in by the above. The contract was awarded November 16, 1953.
The October expense claims for the members of the Board were approved in the
following amounts: Mr. Rich, $43.00; Mr. Jones, $49.40; Mr. Floan, $187.22.
The Board postponed action on the purchase of land near District Three Headquarters,
Strawberry Glen, for review on the ground and further discussion with District Engineer
Varian. The Board also referred back to the Assistant Attorney General for further
review the proposed exchange of land at the East entrance to Wallace on U.S.,10, particularly as to the Department's liability in respect to maintenance of the wall for
protection against flood damage.
The State Highway Engineer reported on a conversation he had with Deputy Commissioner c. D. Curtiss of the u. s. Bureau of Public Roads regarding roadway standards
for the Jerome-North SecondarJ job, ST-2751(501), and the demand of the B.P.R. that
the 16 1 one-way Hansen Bridge, just North oft he Twin Falls-Hansen Bridge, Project
S-2741(1), be signalized with traffic actuated lights to direct the one-way traffic.
The State Highway Engineer was informed by Mr. Curtiss that the B.P.R. Washington
Headquarters wanted the District Engineers to decide these things, and indicated likelihood that the State Highway Engineer's proposals should have been approved on these
projects.
Chairman Rich cited complaint that inadequately cleaned construction equipment
from areas infested with Halogeton had started infestations in areas previously clean.
He suggested that construction equipment be sterilized before moving from infested
areas. He indicated that the Livestock Association and the Bureau of Land Management
may petition the Department of Highways to that effect.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.M. on Wednesday, November 18, 1953.
WEDNESDAY - November 18, 1953
The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Wednesday, November 18, with all members of
the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present.
The Board discussed at length the matter of policy regarding allowances for expenses of moving household Joods of employees, particularly when transferred at the
request of the Department. It was agreed: (1) If at the request of the Department,
the employee should be reimbursed for the move, assuming the expenses claimed are
reasonable; (2) Each case should be reviewed and passed upon the Board, after the
employee has paid the expenses and presented the bill; (3) {l'he District Engineer
or Division Chief should ascertain probable costs of moves and consider such estimated
costs when deciding as to the desirability of the move; (4) Generally, moving expenses
should be approved only for employees considered to be permanent; (5) State trucks
shQuld not be uGed to transfer household goods and personal property, notwithstanding
the cash saving effected by using them.

'Jovember 18, 1953
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The State Highway Engineer reported that the Executive Committee of.the W.A.S.H.O.
had accepted Governor Jordan's invitation to hold the 1954 WASHO Convention in Idaho.
The members favored Sun Valley as compared with Boise. A date in June or July was
preferred. Mr. Sherwood was instructed to investigate further and ascertain available[
dates.
.
.
.
.· j
It. was .brought to the attention of the Board, by and through collllunicat,ions from
the Attorney General and the Department of Law Enforcement, that limitations of motor
v.ehicle size will be nonexistent in the Sta~utes of Idaho after January 1, 1954. The
Board was advised that motor vehicles prior to January 1, 1954, are restricted in
the following manner by Section 49-537 of the Idaho Code, as amended:

· ,

a. No vehicle shall exceed a total outsid.e width, incl.uding any load thereon,
of eight feet, except that the width of a farm tractor shall not exceed nine feet,
and excepting further, that the limitations as to size of vehicles stated in this section
shall not apply to implements of husbandry. including the load thereon temporarily
propelled or moved upon the public highway.
b.

No vehicle unladen or with load shall exceed a height of fourteen feet.

c •. No single vehicle shall exceed a length of thirty-five feet, excepting trailer
houses, and except as hereinafter provided, extreme over all dimension, inclusive of
front and rear bumpers, and no vehicles equipped with a semi~trailer shall exceed a
length of sixty feet over all dimension, and no combination of vehicles coupled together
shall .consist of more than two uni ts and, when so combined, shall not exceed a total
length of sixty-five feet; provided, however, that lumber, logging and pole hauling
vehicle~ ~quipped with semi-trailers shall for the purpose of this section constitute
two units; and provided further that vehicles of' a length of forty feet, extreme overall
. dimensions, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, designed and used to carry passengers
and equipped ~th_ three axles, may be. operated upon such highways in the state ot
.Idaho as may from time to time be designated by the Idaho Board of Highway Directors.
.

c·

d. No train or vehicles or vehicle operated alone shall carry any load extending more than tnree. feet beyond the front thereof.
e. No passenger vehicle shall carry any load extending beyond the line of' the
fenders on the left side of such vehicle nor extending more than six inches beyond the
line of the fender on the right side thereof.

The Board has been further advised that the action of the Idaho Legislature in
.adopting Chapter 273 of the Idaho Session Laws of 1953 amending Title 49, Chapter 5,
Idaho Code, removed the limitations on motbr vehicle size imposed by Section 49-537,
Idaho Code, as amended, and that the amendment and removal of size restriction will
become effective January 1, 1954.
The-Board has been advised by members of the Legislative colfllittees on Highways
that s.uch action of _the Legislature was an oversight and was not intended by the Legislature to remove the previous limitations on the size of motor vehicles which may be
operated in the State of Idaho.
It was moved by Mr. Rich, seconded by Mr. Floan, that the following Regulation
be promulgated by the Board,. and there being no negative vote, the Uegulation was
passed, adopted and promulgated:

0
.
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REGULATION

WHEREAS, the Idaho Board of Highway Directors is advised that after and following
January 1, 1954, there will be no restriction on the size of motor vehicles which may
be operated over and upon the highways of the State of Idaho; and
WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors that the operation of motor vehicles unrestricted as to size over and upon the highways of the State of
Idaho will and does constitute a safety hazard and will endanger both the lives and property of the traveling public and the people of the State of Idaho; and
WHERE~S, by virtue of the laws of the State of Idaho, the Idaho Board of Highway
Directors is empowered to close or restrict the use of any state highway whenever such
closing or restricting of use is deemed by the Board to be necessary for the protection of the public; arrl
'WHEREAS, by virtue of the Laws of the State of Idaho, the Board of Highway Directors is empowered and authorized to prescribe rules and regulations affecting state
highways and to enforce compliance with such rules and regulations,
NOW, THERET<'ORE, after and following January 1, 1951.i, it shall be unlawful for any
person to operate any vehicle over and upon any portion of the State Highway System or
highway, road, street or alley constituting a portion of the State Highway System in
excess of the limitations set forth in the following paragraphs:

(.........
1

a. No vehicle shall exceed a total outside width, including any load thereon,
of eight feet, except that the width of a farm tractor shall not exceed nine feet, and
excepting further, that the limitations AS to size of vehicles stated in this regulation
shall not apply to implements of husbandry including the load thereon temporarily propelled or moved upon the public highway.
b.

No vehicle unl~den or with load shall exceed a height of fourteen feet.

c. No single vehicle shall exceed a length of thirty-five feet, excepting trailer
houses~ and except as hereinafter provided, extreme over all dimension, inclusive of
front and rear bumpers, and no vehicle equipped with a semi-trailer shall exceed a
length of sixty feet over all dimensions, and no combination of vehicles coupled together shall con~ist of more than two units and, when so combined, shall not exceed a
total length of sixty-five feet; provided, however, that lumber, logging and pole
haq.ling vehicles equipped with semi-trailers shall for the purpose of this ~egulation
constitute two units; and provided further that vehicles of a length of forty feet,
extreme qverall dimensions, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, designed and used to
carry passengers and equipped with three axles, may be operated upon such highways in
the state of Idaho as may from time to time be designated by the Idaho Board of Highway
Directors.
d. No train or vehicles or vehicle operated alone shall carry any load extending
more than three feet beyond the front thereof •
. e. No passenger vehicle shall carry any load extending beyond the line of the
fenders on the left side of s uch vehicl€ nor extending more than six inches beyond the
line of the fender on tha right side thereof.
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Dated this 18 day of November, 1953.
IDAHO BOARD OF HIGHWAY DIBECTORS

R.

c.

Rich, Chairman

0

t. K. Floan, Member

D. P. Jones, Member
It was moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Floan that the Assistant Attorney
General be directed to take all necessary steps to fulfill the legal requirements of
promulgation and publication of the regulation. There being no negati~e vote, this
was unanimously adopted by the Board.
The Assistant Attorney General stated that enforcement, according to the Attorney
General, would be by the Department of Law Enforcement. The State Highway Engineer
suggested publication in official newspaper in each County.
It was decided to use dimensions exactly as in the old Law, as meeting with intent
of legislature, notwithstanding that conformity with other States• laws might indicate
desirability of changes (such as reducing maximum height from fourteen feet to twelve
feet six inches in effect in most other States).
THEREUPON, the Board recessed until 2:00 P.M •.

n

At noon, the Board with the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary met with
Governor Jordan to discuss proposals to drop the two cent Federal Gas 'i'ax, and possibl~
eliminate Federal Aid to highways. The Governor favors dropping the Federal Gas Tax.
The Board reconvened at 2;00 P.M. with all members, the State Highway Engineer
and Acting Secretary present.
The Board approved increase in grade for Keith Englund, and the regular one step
pay increase for W. P. Hughes and N. F. McCoy. Mr. Englund, Personnel Officer, read
list of employees in each District to be retired on account of age.
Mr. Rich discussed the meeting, November 13, with Bureau of Land Management. He
was accompanied by Maintenance Engineer McCrea. The Bureau of Land Management is urging
tha~ State highway funds be used for financing the fencing of public lands. The Board
of Highway Directors is unwilling to approve such use of Stat, funds, though did consider
somewhat favorable the use of State funds for projects .on the Interstate system traversing publicly owned range lands. The Board instructed the State Highway Engineer to
canvass the eleven Western States by "yes-no" questionnaire and ascertain.their policies
with respect to providing or requiring fencing, source of funds for fencing, by wham done
(contract or property owner), maintenance, nature of "Range Laws" or nHerd Laws" in the
several States, costs of constructing and maintaining fences, type of fence, ~tc. The
Board directed the Assistant Attorney General to discuss the rights and duties of the
Board and the Department of Highways in respect to fencing.

The following Official Minute was signed by all Board members under date of
November 17, 1953, and Attested by N. F. McCoy, Acting Secretary,
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WHEREAS, State Highway No. 73, also known as the Buhl-Castleford State highway
does not possess the characteristics of a State highway, and
WHEREAS, Buhl Highway District, Twin Falls Gounty, has agreed to assume responibility for said highway.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that said highway, extending from Buhl to Castleford,
a distance.of 10.55 miles, as shown on the sketch map in the o£fiae of the Department
of Highways, is hereby removed from the State Highway system, effective this-date.
The State Highway Engineer read letter from Franklin County requesting one span
The Board approved this request.
·

of the old Cleveland Bridge.

The Board then met with Mr. Cantril Nielsen, Chairman of the Bannock County Board
of Commissioners. Items discussed were (1) Mink Creek Road, State Highway 36 surfacing;
(2) Corrective work on Mink Creek Road near Pocatello; (3) Oiling of street near
College _gym in Pocatello; (4) Extension of FAS 175h, Virginia-Hawkins Road; (5) Buckskin-Rapid Creek Road.
Both items (1) and (2) are conditioned upon the County buying the right-of-way
for the corrective work and taking over their portion of State Route 38, which will
_be _eliminated from the State Highway System. Item (3) was rejected as not an appropriate addition to the State Highway System. Item (4) is programmed for survey in 1954
by the County. The County stated that it would have funds available for an FAS construction project in 1951+, but the Board made no commitment against current funds.
Item (S), the Buckskin-Rapid Creek Road, a loop East of Pocatello, thence south to
Inkom, was discussed.
The Board agreed to give consideration to adding this road to
the Federal Aid Secondary County System.
The State Highway Engineer read a letter from Robert Lenaghen, Secretary-Treasurer,
Pocatello Central Labor Union, requesting that a 4-lane highway be constructed between
Idaho Falls and Pocatello, U.S. Route 91-191. The Board instructed that the Union be
informed that such improvements would be made as fast as funds permitted.
The Board read Clip Sheet from the "Jerome North Side News", November 12, 1953,
regarding designation of State Highway 25 as U.S. 30 North. No action was taken.
The Board read letter from Mrs. Ruth K. Chess, Clerk, Board of County Commissioners,
Lincoln County, requestin~ maintenance of State Highway~ between "Dietrich and Kimama.
The Board decided not to undertake this work.
The State Highway Engineer read invitation from District Engineer Sternberg to
State Highwa~" En;ineer and Board members to attend "Open House" November 24 at the
new District 6 office building at R.i,;by.
THEREUPON, the Board_adjourned until 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, November lb, 1953.
THURSDAY - November

lf, 1953

The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.:1. on Thursday, November 18, with all members of
the Board and the State Highway Engineer present.

The Board discussed the matter of contract engineering, both the methods governing the selection of the consultant and the procedures and policies determining the
AA.ount of the fees. The State Highway Engineer was instructed to discuss these items
with the I.S.P.E.

tTove'TJber
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The Board discussed the matter of directional signs placed by private parti~s
outside the State highway right~of-way. The Assistant Attorney General recommended
that the Board take no action until its rights end duties under the new "Uniform
Traffic Act" could be ascertained.

0

The Board received by appointment a delegation from Oneida County. This delegation appeared to discuss State Highways Nos. 37 and J8. The following persons
were present: J. L. Palmer, Chairman, Board of County Commissioners, W. J. Blaisdell
and G. E. Ward, Commissioners. They discussed the involved status of right-of-way
on the Roy-Holbrook section of State Highway 37 on account of Soil Conservation Service
Land exchanges with property owners. Mr. Rich suggested that the County obtain the
right-of-way by an arrangement and easements from the Soil Conservation Service and
the affected propefty owners.

The County Board opposed the plan to drop State Highway 37 fpom the State Highway
System, but were willing to :consider taking over State Highway 38, if the Department of
Highways would provide satisfactory surfacing on the Oneida County section. The Board
agreed in principle to this proposal and indicated their present intention was to provide some additional surfacing by State Forces in 1954. The Board stated their original
intention was to drop both State Highways 37 and 38 from the State system.
The Board prepared a statement for. presentation at the U. s. Engineers - u. s.
Bureau of Reclamation joint hearing at Orofino, Friday, November 20. The statement
is as follows:
"This statement made·this 20th day of November, 1953, by the Idaho State Board
of Highway Directors is for the purpose of presenting its position and furnishing facts
pertaining to a study and discussion of prospective darn sites on the Clearwater River.

n

LJ

It is the considered opinion of the Board of Highway Directors that it :is not
their prerogative, as such, to attempt to sway opinions or formulate opinions one way
or another on any matters other than the operation of and the policies pertinent to the
State Highway Department. Therefore, the following remarks can only be construed to
be facts and/or opinions which have developed or may develop as a result of the proposed dams.
·
Flood damage to state highways on the Clearwater in the past.has been spasmodic;
the most severe damage occurring in 1948. In that year the direct cost of repairing
fiood damages amounted to approximately $225,000.00. In addition, there have been
maintenance projects each year designed to repair and protect the river bank of the
road and the shoulders of the roads. This yearly maintenance is not segregated as
being chargeable directly to high water, but is treated as a part of the regular road
maintenance cost.
The probable reduction of maintenance cost resulting from controlled storage dams
is difficult to determine, but can be an important factor.
The elimination of flood damage to highways along the river can, of course, be a
very definite fact as a result of the proposed darns, and it is this possibility that
presents the brightest aspect as far as highway.problems are concerned.
The actual construction of any sizeable structure such as the proposed dams presents many inmediate highway problems because of the accentuated travel and movement
of materials. This, together with the permanent pattern developed, will determine the
overall highway needs.
.
. •
,
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It is the desire of the State Highway Department to cooperate fully with each and
every community and area of the state, taking into consideration the various aspects
of roads, such as construction, locations, general economics involved, etc."
THEP~UPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting, which was set
for December 10-11 or December 14-15, exact date to be fixed by the State Highway
Engineer.

R. C. RICH

Chairman, Board of Highway Directors
Done at Boise, Idaho
14 December 1953

Noverr.ber
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MINUTES OF THE REGU:.fR MEETPJG OF THE IDAHO BO.ARD OF HIGHWAY DIRECTORS
December lh - 17, 1953
The regular meeting of the Idaho Board of Highway Directors was convened at 603
Main Street, Boise, at 1:30 P.M. on Monday, December lh, 1953.
Present were David P. Jones, Director from District No. l; Roscoe c. Rich, Director
from District No. 2; Leonard K. Floan, Director from District No. 3; Earle V. Miller,
State Highway Engineer; and N. F. McCoy, Planning Officer-Acting Secretary of the Board.
The Board read and approved the Minutes of the meeting held November 17 - 19, 1953.
The·noard reviewed the results of the bid openings held November 20, December 8 and

. 15, 1953, and the following action was taken:
The first bids considered were for the Maintenance Shop Building, consisting of
constructing a Maintenance Shop Building for the 0tate of ~daho, Department of Highways,
to be built near Strawberry Glen, Ada County, Idaho. ~his building is being financed
with State funds. The State Highway, Engineer had exercised the authority given him
by the Board an~ had awarded the contract to Kloepfer & Grarnkow of Boise, Idaho, the
low bidder, on November 21, 19.53, in the amount of $252,000.00; the Engineer's Estimate
being $286,ooo •.oo
There being no dissenting opim.on, the Board unanimously concurred in the action
of the State Highway Engineer on the above project.
The next bids to be considered were for Project No. F-1381(5·), consisting of
constructing four concrete bridges on the Lost River Highway, between the Peoples Canal
and Blackfoot in Bingham County. This is a Federal-aid Primary and State participation
project. The State Highway Engineer recommended that this contract be awarded to
Wangsgaard Construction Company of Logan, Utah, on their low bid of ;61+,145.00; the
Engineer's Estimate being ~75,670.00. The award not to become effective, however, until
the Contractor had obtained a Class I public Works Contractor's License from the
Contractor's Lie ense Board. The Board was informed that the Wan gs gaard Construction
Company's application for a license had been approved by the License Board and that a
license would be issued on or before Jecember 28. There being no questions or objections,
the Board unanimously ::idopted the recommendation of the State Highway EnJi_neer and
authorized him to award the contract when the Contractor had obtained the necessary
license, and concurrence had bePn received from the Bureau of Public Roads.
The last bids to be considered were for Stockpile Project No. 99, consisting of
furnishing crushed gr-'1vel and crushed rock in stockpiles in the vicinity of State
P.ighways 22 & 51 and U.S. 30 in Elmore County. Thi~ is a State financed project.
The State Hi1hway Engineer recommended that this contract be awarded to Jack B. Parson
Construction Company of Smithfield, Utah, on their low bid of $31,200; the Engineer's
Estimate being $48,000. There being no dissenting opinion, the recommendation of the
State Highway En 5ineer WAS adopted, and the I3oard unanimously ordered the award of the
contract to Jack B. Parson Construction Company. Award was made on December 16, 19.53.
The November expense claims for th~ members of the Board were approved in the
following ~foounts: Mr. lich, $56.66; Mr. Jones, $34.JO; Mr. Floan, $h6.6.5.
The Board accepted the State Highway Engineer's recommendation that action on
the proposal to purchase land near Strawberry Glen for the use of District III be deferred until another tract of apparently greater utility and possibly less cost could
be investigated.

December 14-17, 1953

The Board accepted the State Highway Engineer•s recommendation that negotiations
be completed for quitclaiming tract at the East entrance to Wallace, U.S. 10, on condition that the Grantee guarantees to hold the Department of Highways and the Highii
way Board harmle,ss in respect to damages attributable to future failure to maintain
I.I
the wall on the opposite side of the South Fork of .the Coeur d'Alene River.
LJ
The tallowing Order ~as signed by all members of the Board and approved by the
State .Highway Engj.neer under date of December 14, 1~53:
The Board, having considered the report and recommendations, submitted on Project
F-5116(3) in Bonner County, find that certain lands hereinafter described, sought to
be acquired for right-of-way purposes in connection with the reconstruction of the
Sandpoint Bridge Approaches is necessary for such use, and further, that it is determined that the Highway Department and owners of said lands have been unable to agree
on the purchase price, as a result of which, said lands should be condemned as follows:
Parcel No. 10,. L. D. McFarland and Gertrude McFarland, his wife, are the owners
of a portion of the West 30.0 feet of vacated Riverside Avenue adjacent to Lot 16 in
Block 8 of Weil's Second Addition to Sandpoint.
That the Legal Department shall file a condemnation suit in the proper Court
against the owners of said property, to determine the value thereof •.
The Board approved the State Highway Engineer's proposal to hire the Automotive
Safety Foundation as consultant .for the Highway Needs Study, with the understanding
that careful appraisal would be made from time to time of the cost and value of the
services rendered.
The State Highway Engineer reported conversation with Messrs. Givens, Executive Secretary, and Barnett, Secretary, of the "Idaho Governmental Cost and ['ax Structure. Committee"' regarding the relationship between the highway department's proposed "Highway Needs Study" and the work of the Tax Structure Committee. The State
Highway Engineer· obtained no definite statement but gained the impression that there
was little relationship and that the Committee would not. make much use of a "highway
needs study report".

o-:

The State Highway Engineer read letter dated November 28, 1953, from Robert
B. Hodge, Assistant ftttorney General, requesting that the State Highway Engineer's
affidavi~ of September 24 regarding charge off of uncollectible bills, (eleven items
tot·aling $66,038.47, pursuant to the power granted in Chapter 9, Session Laws of
1953), be spread µpon the Minutes of the Board of Highway Directors. The Board ordered that this docwnent be spread upon the record and that the Attorney General be
adyised that this had been done. The.affidavit is as follows:
"ST /I TE OF IDAHO

)

)

County of Ada

ss.

)

TO THE PUBLIC
E. V. ijll.iER, being first.duly sworn, .deposes and says:•
That he is the duly appointed and acting State Highway Engineer for the State
of Idaho; and was such State Highway Engineer on April 1, 1953.
Decerrber 14-17, 1953
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That pursuant to the power granted in Chapter 9, Session Laws of 1953 and
with the approval of the Board of Examiners as required by said law, he did, on April
1, 1953, cause to be charged off the books of account of the Department of Highways
as uncollectible the following accounts:
AMOUNT

ACCOUJI.TT

481.97
Ll,683.88

$

H. C. Mallott
City of Salm.on
Shoshone Highway District No. 2
Latah Highway District No. 1
City of New Plymouth
Bonneville County
Magic Mountain Ski Lift
John Wright
Village of Hazelton
Benewah County
City of Jerome

1,883.24
2,849.22

2,897.26
4,377.00
461.35
225.00

l,35h.38

8,651.51

1,167. f:/J

Further your affiant S?yeth not.

Isl
Subscribed and sworn to before me this
( Notary Seal)

E,

f:·

E. V. M I

24

Miller

day of September, 1953.

/s/
Lewis L. Hamblin
Notary Public for Idaho
Residing at Boise, Idaho
.My Commission Expires:

1 - 15 - 54

II

THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9 :00 A.M. on Tuesday, December 15, 1953.
TUESDAY - December 15, 1953
The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Tuesday, December 15, with all members of
the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present.
The State Highway Engineer read letters dated November 24 and December 10 from
C. J. Olsen, Regional Forester, u. s. Forest Service, Ogden, Utah, requesting that
the Forest Service be permitted to install Forest Service signs along Forest highways on the State system. The Eoard declined to acquiesce at this time but indicated
that it would be pleased to discuss the matter with them at sane future time. The
Board was unwilling to approve signs other than those necessari; to control and direct
highway traffic.
Resolutions from the Kamiah Grange. Legislative Committee dated November 14, 1953,
and from the Melrose. Highway District dated December 10, 1953, advocating or endorsing
a pro 6ram of construction on U.S. Highway 95 "bypassing" v-Jhitebird, Culdesac arrl
Lewiston Hill grades, were read. No action was taken, other than instruction to the
Secretary to inform these organizations that the resolutions were read and will-be
taken into account in our future planning.
Letters from Senator Cardiff of Clearwater County, the Orofino Motor Freight,
Inc. of Lewiston, and the Potlatch Forests, Inc. of Headquarters, advocating surfacing
December 14-17, 1953
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and oiling of the Pierce-Headquarter;road, were read. No action was taken other
than to instruct the State Highway Engineer to report on the condition of the road
and the type of improvement ascertained to be appropriate, and to place the work
in line for inclusion in the 1955 survey program, and that the above correspondences
be informed of the planned study.

,
0

The State Highway Engineer reported conversation December 10 with Camas County
authorities; Commissioners Earl Wilson and S. E. Frostenson and Representative Max
Hanson. It referred mainly to the controversy regarding the location of the North
end of State Highway 46, whether using the present location 5-miles East of Fairfield
or a new location 4-miles East. Certain groups opposed the proposed new (4-mile)
location, but their reasons were not explained and they were not informed of the
additional costs (from $50,000 to $150,000 discussed) if the old route was used.
It was agreed at the conference that a careful alternate estimate. ofcost would be
prepared, and an open hearing held soon, at which the Highway Department would present the facts .governing its decision.
Letter of .December 8 from Ruth K. Chess, Clerk of Board of Lincoln County
Commissioners, requesting an appointment to discuss maintenance and betterment of the
Dietrich-Kimama section of State Highway 24 and to dis~uss other road problems, was
read. The Board set the time as JsOO P.M., January 21 for this appointment.
The Board reviewed the Administrative Budget as presented by Mr. Whaley, Chief
Accountant, and approved it, ~.ubject to elimination of several personnel increases
and minor equipment purchases, which .were not considered justified.
The Board discussed the question of
possible desirability of self-insurance.
ment with Mr. Maxon of the.Rating Bureau
department insurance rates, readjustment

highway department insurance rates and
It was decided to arrange an appointfor the February meeting to discuss highway
on account of accident reduction, aai etc.

o.

The Board had noted some "Speed Limits - &> 11 signs and requested that they
be removed, as they were in apparent conflict with the State 1s night speed limit of
55 m.p.h.

The Board revie:wed the practice of .showing in the Budgets for the Right-of-Way
Department, Bridge Department and Plans Department only the top level overhead administrative costs, excluding all items to be charged out to projects. It was decided to include in such budgets all items supervised or administered by the heads
of the above deparwnts, but providing separa~ totals for the overhead charges
and for the char8es to be distributed to projects. This change was considered necessary to make possible adequate administrative control of the overall costs of
these operations by the Board and the State Highway Engineer.
. .
The Board requested that the budget data supplied to them be prepared in more
complete detail, so that reasons for each item and analysi~ of total would be availabl, for the Board's scrutiny.
Mr. Earl Murphy, Secretary of the State Chamber of Commerce, appeared to report
the proceedings of the National Conference on Highway Financing held by the United
States Chamber of Commerce at Washington, D. c., December 10 - 11, 1953. His written
memorandum of the conference is filed with the Board's records.
The Board read a letter dated November 24 .from. the "North Side Communities,
Inc. 11 , signed by J. s. Keel, Jr., Secretary, inclosing a Resolution passed at the
11 last regular meeting •• •", protesting the. decision of the "State Highway Commission"
in refusing its assistance in designating State Highway 25 from Rupert to Bliss
as U.S. Highway 30 N.
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. The Board refused to reconsider .its prev!ous _decision and . instri,icteq the Act::i.ng
Secretar.1 to advise the peti tioner·s accordingly, but' to :;_eave way open for· future
hearing.
The Board considered the matter of representation at various conferences scheduled during January and Feb1~uary and took action as follows: .
Meeting of Idaho Society of Professional Engineers at Boise, January 15 and 16;
the Board requested the .State Highway Engineer to thank the Society for the invitation to be represented on the panel ~nd to advise the Society that a Board member
would serve on the panel.

1954 annual meeting of the American Road Builders 1• .Association at Atlantic
City, New Jersey, Janu;u:-y 5, 6 and 7; the Idaho Department of Highways will not send
a representative.
Meeting of the Highway Research Board, January 12 to 15 at Washington, D. C.,
L. F. Erickson authorized to attend.
15th Annual Highway Conference, University of Utah, February 23 to 25; the
State P...ighway En 6ineer was authorized to designate one r.epresentative to attend and
present a paper.
The meeting of the Colunbia Basin Interagency Committee will be held in Boise,
January 13, at the Capitol Building. Governor Jordan will preside at the morning
session and Leisher Wing of the Federal Powe~ Commission at the afternoon session.
One or more of the Board members will attend these sessions.
The Board was informed that General Shingler, the new Division Engineer of the
Army Engineers at Portland, and Colonel Tandy, District Engineer at Walla Walla,
will also be in Boise at that time.

u. s.

The Board read copies of letters from Representative Pfost and Senator Dworshak
to the Atomic Energy Conmission and letter from Bureaa of Public Roads advising of
allocation of $791,000 to the bridges on State Highway 2B near Terreton and resurfacing of U.S. 20, Idaho Falls to Atomic Junction. The lett.ers from Representative
Pfost and Senator Dworshak urged (in accordance with our previous letter to Senator
. Dworshak) that the $756,000 allocated to the Twin Buttes Highway (U.S. 20) be transferred to the nlackfoot-Prco road (U.S. 26) and that the entire $1,800,000 authorized by Congress be allocated for roads serving A.E.C needs in the National Reactor
Testing Station area. It was decided that no further action should be taken by the
Department of Highways in the matter until the impact of Senator Dworshak's and
Representative Pfost 1s letters can be ascertained and the matter is presented to the
Department of Highways by A.E.C. or Bureau of Public Roads for reexamination and
restudy.
The proposal to purchase right-of-way for a maintenance shed and stockpile at
a site about 1/8 mile east of the City limits of Moscow on State HiJhway 8 was considered by the Board. The pri~e of $700 per acre for 10 acres was questioned. Mr.
McCrea was instructed to investigate the price and feasibility of a tract about one
mile further east; also, to ascertain likelihood of negotiating a better price on
the first tract.
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• Thal. Board received by appointment Messrs. Ray Robbins, Clark Came~n and

w.

J.

Henschied of the Rupert Chamber of Commerce. The proposed Montgomery, Heyburn and
Downard Bridges over the Snake River were discussed. The delegation agreed that the
Heyburn Bridge was No. l priority but thought the Downard Bridge should be scheduled
ahead of Heyburn, since the latter can be served by the Burley--Paul Bridge, one and
one-half miles West. The Board informed the delegation that the Downard Bridge would
be repaired to serve for several years, and assured them that the Interstate Route
improvement to cross the Snake River near the present Downard Bridge would not be
dropped, 'though it would require several years to complete. The final location was
not yet determined.

n

The Board reviewed the Second Annual Report, copies of 'idlich were to be sent
to the Governor immediately. No proposals for changing the text were advanced.
The Board instructed the Acting Secretary to.send the Board members copies of
the proposed Revised State Highway Descriptions and Route Numbers for their review
and s.tudy preparatory to final release at the next Board meeting.
Chariman Rich agreed to present the A•.l~S.H.O. 25-year award certificate and
pin to District Engineer Kelly; the presentation to be in the District Office at
Pocatello at an early date.
The Board then received by appointment Mr. E. R. Buehler, President of the Idaho
Association of Soil Conservation Districts, and a delegation of eight who appeared
before the Board to urge that the highway depar.tment protect its roadsides by slli table grassing of slopes and roadsides. A Committee was appointed to investigate
and promote this work; ~he Committee including Don a. Fredrickson of Gooding, Chairman; Donald J. Jensen of St. Maries; R. t. Casebeer of Boise, representing the Idaho
Fish and Game Department; and Howard Marcellus., representing the Department of Highways. The Committee will :formulate some policies and procedure regarding cros.s .
sections, ground cover or grass for erosion control, types of grass and practices
for planting and maintaining.
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The Soi1 Conservation group wanted permission to place signs at the limits of
the Conservation Districts. Permission to install them on the State highway rightof-way was not granted.
THEREUPO.N,. the Board adjourned until 8s00 A.M. on Wednesday, December 16, 1953.
WEDNESDAY - December 16, 1953
The Board reconvened at 8s00 A.M. on Wednesday, December 16, with all members
of the Board, ,the State Highway Engineer arxi the .Acting Secret'ary present.
The Board discussed with Mr. Brunner arxi Mr. Peterson the right-of--way. situation
at Jerome. The State Highway !'.ngineer recommended the acquisition of 80 feet throughout, except for a short section at the south end where 70 feet, to avoid disturbing
Florist establishment and Service Station, would be accepted. The County had proposed contributing $10,000; State to provide balance. Mr. Brunner was instructed
to tell the County to get the right-of-way for the project as designed, and to advise
the Department of Highways when the right-of-way is available. In the meantime,
the Department of Highways would defer action.
Mr. Jones proposed that the Board purchase right-of-way on the Malad road,
for which a 300 1 width has been established, subject to lease agreement to be executed with abutting property owners; providing (1) that the fences be set back to
approximately 150 1 ; (2) that the property owners be pennitted to crop the unused
margins; (3) that the property owner keep the marginal strip free of weeds and (4)
surrender possession on demand, without notice. The State Highway Engineer·
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was instructed to have the Right-of-Way Engineer check up as to the feasibility of
such agreements, reactbn of property owners, rental rates that would be appropriate
and other stipulations and undertakings necessary to implement the proposed plan.
The Board met with a group to discuss the access road to the Mountain Home
Air Base. The group included the following:

R. C. Rich
D•. P. Jones
L. K. Floan
E. V. Miller
N. F. McCoy
.ft. Sherwood
N. L. McCrea
Lt. Col. Harold Reverski, Deputy Base Commander
Lt. Col. 1. L. Nowland, Pir Installation Officer
C.R. Salmen, Bureau of Public Roads
P. Hall, Mountain Home Highway District
L.A. Friedman, Mountain Home Highway District
Lt. Col. Reverski wanted assurance th8t the highway access to the Base would be
maintained, particularly that snow would be removed. The access road is 10.2 miles
in length, including 1.1 miles on State Highway 51, adjacent to Mountain Home, 7.5
miles on the Highway District Road (Grandview Road) and 1.6 miles from a point on
the Grandview road south to the Main gate. The Highway District had objected to
including the 1.6 miles of road in its system for maintenance and lacked heavy equipment adequate for remov::i.l of r:i.ore than a light amount of snow. The District and
the Air Force officials wanted the 9.1 miles section from State Hi 6hway 51 to the
Main gate to be placed on the ~tate Hiehway System, to which the Board did not accede.
After considerable discussion, it was agreed (1) that the addition of the
1. 6 mile section North of the Main Gate to the Federal-aid Secondary System would be
requested; (2) that the State would supply sand, heavy equipment and operators to the
Highway District as cost to handle snow falls too heavy for the District Equipment.
The Highway District representatives also requested that a shortcut of State
Highway 22 near Dixie, South of the present road and passing under a flume, be considered for addition to the Highway System, or as a substitute for the present road.
The shortcut is about one mile shorter (3 miles vs. 2 miles). The item will be
referred to.District Engineer Varian for investigation and report.
The State Highway Engineer reported that the Army had accepted the 4 equest of
the Department of Highways for a 3-year m8intenance period on Lucky Peak road; the
J-year naintenance period to start after the reservoir i~ flooded to stipulated
elevation and experience with drawdo~m action and effects can be obtained and analyzed.
The City of Twin Falls proposc?l to i.r.tprove .ftddison /ivenue (State Highway 50)
from Blue Lakes Boulevard to the ~ast City limits was discussed. The 44 ft. curb
width was approved, with the understanding it would be striped as a ?.-lane pavement
(2-12' lanes and 2-10 1 shoulders.) The estimate was ;113, 760, incl;.1ding 15% engineering and contingencies.
The State Highway Engineer was instructed to set this up as a Federal-aid
project, ge;;tting City participation as contemplated by the law. The estimate includes $20,900 for curb c?nd zutter and t11,500 for culverts at Perrine Coulee and
Lateral #39. P delegation will appear at the January meeting to discuss the proposed Addision Avenue i:nproverr.ent.
December 14-17, 1953

104
The state Highway Engineer announced that the 1954 W.A.S.H.O. convention would
be held September 16, 17, and 18 at Sun valley.
THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 17, 1953.

THURSDAY - December 17 2 1953
The Board reconvened at 9:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 17, with all members
of the Board, the State Highway Engineer and Acting Secretary present.·
Mr. Dan Hoopes of Idaho Falls and Mr. Les Williams of Blackfoot appeared to
protest the denial by Distr.ict No. I of special permit to move houses with oversize width from the Pocatello airport to Firth. Mr. Hoopes had bought-houses on
assurance from the owner (City of Pocatello) that they could move on State highway
by special permit.
District No. I, on Maintenance Engineer McCrea•s orders, had permitted special
permits for loads up to 18 1 - 20 1 , but denied loads up to 38 1 in width; as solll:l
of that width previously moved had caused two or three hours delay to highway
traffic.
The Board thought the Maintenance Engineer's refusal was justified, but concluded that since the City had sold the houses in good faith and the purchaser had
bought them in ,~ood faith approval of the oversize widths was justified. On suggestion from Mr. Rich and Mr. Floan, the State Highway Engineer authorized the Maintenance Engineer to give special consideration, and, if feasible, approval of the
moving of houses a.lready purchased, but to instruct the City to make no more such
arrangements without specific prior approval £rom the Department of Highways.
The Board authorized the Right-of-Way Department to purchase the Woodward
property, 9 acres at $2,000 per acre, near the present District 4 office and equipment depot at Lewiston; subject to the State Highway Engineer's further review•
and approval.
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The Materials Engineer presented an excellent discussion of his operations,
justified substantial increased costs for some extra help, a testing trailer for
each District and the advantages of continued operation of the Branch Laboratory
-at Moscow.
The MaintenaRce Engineer discussed his equipment figures in detail. He stated
that the inventory was now a:iout $4,000,000 gross, diminished by-$2,000,000 for depreciation. The Equipment is depreciated at about 10% of new cost annually. The
proposed 1954 purchases, $563,000, are somewhat over the 10% rate, as wartime shortages still affect the need. The 1953 budget was S.559,000, which included a 840,000
"buffer" fund not used, but included in the 1954 budget. The Maintenance Engineer's
policy of 10% of inventory for replacement, plus some additional amount for growth
and wartime catchup, plus purchase of new equipment that provides operation benefits
in costs or quality-was regarded by the Board as an acceptable policy.
The District V maintenance costs were noted a8 substantially above those of
other Districts, but in view of good quality of maintenance and rough climate were
not considered unreasonably hig:1. The effectiveness of the newly established "Patrol System II was agreed.
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THEREUPON, the Board adjourned until their next regular meeting, which was set
for Tuesday, January 19, 1954, at 1:30 P.M.

~

n.c.~<chairman, Board of Highway Directors

Done at Boise, Idaho

19 January 1954
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