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February 15, 2023 

 
Public Transportation Office 
Attn.: Shauna Miller 
PO Box 7129 
Boise, ID 83707 
 
Ms. Miller, 
 
I am applying for the District 3 position on the Public Transportation Advisory Council.  As outlined briefly in 
my curriculum vitae, I have held leadership positions and served on several boards during the course of my 
career in education and continue to do so in my retirement.  I have also initiated and presided over several 
involved projects.  I believe that my strongest asset in these roles is that I do the work: I don’t 
procrastinate, and I don’t defer.  In this undertaking, I will do the work as always, but I have a particular 
stake in this unique council: it is charged solely with advancing public transportation.                                                    
 
I was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa in my 30’s (I am losing my eye sight from the outside in), and I 
haven’t driven for over 25 years.  Ten years ago my retina specialist suggested I visit the Idaho Commission 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired (ICBVI).  I was hesitant at first—I couldn’t admit that I needed help.  I 
eventually participated in all their course offerings, and the people there changed my life.  I have been 
working to give back ever since, including serving on the state board for the ICBVI, and filling several 
positions for the National Federation of the Blind (NFB).   Because I have met with and served with many 
Idahoans relying on public transportation, I have networking contacts throughout the state both in 
advocacy efforts (through the NFB) and in official channels (through the ICBVI). 
 
In my work with and my association with the blind and visually impaired community, I’ve found that many, 
many of us consider our vision issues merely an inconvenience.  In fact, one of my colleagues calls her 
recent blindness “this great adventure.”  The motto of the NFB is “Live the life you want—blindness is not 
what holds you back.”  However, to a person, our biggest challenge always is we can’t drive. We live in a 
society built around the automobile, and we simply can’t drive!  It’s one thing to want public 
transportation, it’s a different world to need it.  Public transportation improves and enhances all of our 
lives, and I know that, and I want to advance that ideal for all.  In addition, I earnestly want to represent the 
voice of disabled Idahoans on the council charged with our transportation. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Allan R. Schneider 

mailto:aaschneider@hotmail.com






 CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Allan R. Schneider 
3820 N Willowbar Ln 

Garden City, Idaho 83714 
aaschneider@hotmail.com 

208-870-4831 
 

EDUCATION: 
 
 B.S. In Secondary Education, Northern State University, 1977 
 60+  Additional hours in English, reading, athletics, theater, and education 
 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Certified 
  
WORK EXPERIENCE: 
 
 1991 to 2010  English/drama, reading teacher, 
     and cross-country coach   Emmett High School 
  
 1989 to 1991  English/reading teacher   American School of Las 
          Palmas, Canary Islands 
 
 1979 to 1989  English/reading teacher, 
    and track coach    Moorcroft, Wyoming 
 
 1977 to 1979  English teacher and track/ 
    cross-country coach    Waubay, South Dakota 
 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
 
 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards certified  

Nominee for Governor's Brightest Star Award 
Current Dist. 3 Representative on ITD’s Public Transportation Advisory Council 
Current coordinator of Cycle for Independence  (fundraiser for  

Idaho’s blind/visually impaired)  
Current Vice President for Idaho Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired  

 Current Editor for the National Federation of the Blind of Idaho newsletter 
 Current Treasurer for the Treasure Valley Chapter of NFB Idaho 
 Current Board Member of the Treasure Valley Chapter of NFB Idaho 
 Founder and former facilitator of Emmett Support Group for Visually Impaired  
 Founder and former president of the Idaho Renaissance Faire 
 Founder and former director of EHS's Senior Project program 
 Founder and former director of Natural Helpers program 
 Founder and former president of Project Starfish 
 Founder and former president of Emmett Community Playhouse  
 Teacher of the Year six times 
 Graduation Speaker four times 
 Homecoming Grand Marshall two times 
 Director of seven major musicals 
 Winner of four Director of the Year awards   
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ITD – Public Transportation Office
Attn: Shauna Miller
2600 Frontage RD
Lewiston, ID 83501

January 31, 2023

RE: Recommending Al Schneider to ITD Public Transportation Advisory Council

Ms Miller

I would like to add my support for the continued membership of Al Schneider on
the ITD Public Transportation Advisory Council.

I have known Al since 2016 as a member of the National Federation of the Blind
of Idaho. Through that time, Al has been Treasurer of the Treasure Valley Chapter
of NFB-Idaho. I have always known him to be willing to take on challenges and
reliably follow through on completion of tasks. Al has solid organizational skills,
leadership qualities, and a very hearty willingness to laugh at himself. Al is also
not shy about admitting he may require assistance to complete some task.

All of these attributes are necessities for collaborating to identify and address the
kind of systemic issues facing ITD in its effort to provide reliable public
transportation. Please contact me if I can provide any more support for Al's
nomination.

Sincerely,

Don Winiecki, Treasurer
National Federation of the Blind of Idaho
1422 E. Woodvine CT
Boise, Idaho 83706-4484



 
1320 E. Washington St. 
Boise, Idaho 83712 
February 23, 2023 
 
Re: Reappointment of Al Schneider to the ITD Advisory Council for public transportation, 
 
As president of the National Federation of the Blind of Idaho, (NFB)I highly support Al Schneider’s 
reappointment to this council. Al possesses excellent organizational skills, as demonstrated through his 
successful coordination of the Cycle for Independence community bike ride, which is the largest 
fundraiser for the NFB in the state, and attracts around 500 community riders per year. Al is also the 
treasurer for the Treasure Valley Chapter of the NFB. In this position he prepares accurate financial 
reports and submits them in a timely manner. Al is not afraid to take on new challenges. He currently 
created and heads a committee to improve transportation options for blind people in Treasure 
Valley.  Al has excellent writing and editing skills, as evidenced by his publication of the state NFB 
newsletter Gemstate Milestones. 
  
I have known Al for at least 15 years. His conscientiousness, dependability, and willingness to take on 
challenges make him an excellent member for this council.  
Please contact me if I can answer any questions or supply further information. 
  
Sincerely, 
Dana Ard, President 
National Federation of the Blind of Idaho 
Ph: 208 345-3906 Email: pres.nfbidaho@gmail.com 
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